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Democratic Alternative

Upon Massoud Rajavis  initiative, the Naiona Cound of Ressance
oflranwasfoundedinJuly1981inTehran. Functioningasthe

IAnan  Pafament in exde, it wesfomed o ovetvow the mulahs
reigouss  ddatorship, esabsh  a pualsic demooacy n klen,  ad
replacetherulecfvelayat-efagin(guardianshipofthesupreme
jurisprudent)withnationalsovereignty. TheNCRsubsequently

moved is headquarters o Paris.

In lengthy sessons in the second half of 1981 and early 1982,
some lasting  for weeks, the NCRdrafted, adopted and published its
constitutionaswellasthe platformandimmediatetasksofa
provisonal govemment, whose goal 5 O tanser  soweregty the
peope of Iran. This wil be done in ‘no more than six months after
the fal of the Khomeini regme” wih the elecion of a Constiuent
Assembly trough a‘balot which wil  be dred  and secet” !

Reecing the tyrannies  of both the shah and Khomeini, the NCR
independence  and natonal sovereigny  for Ian © jon.  Accoding O
theNCRconstitution, theCounci'sdecisionsaremadewiththe
approval  of twothirds of the attending members, provided that no
objecion i madeby any of the member organizations.” 2 Membership
in the NCRs oondtional upon ‘commitment’”  © is  ratiied deasiors,
andeverynewmembermustsubmitthiscommitmentinwritingto
the NCRPresdent dong wih his or her applcation o jon te NCR
As per the constitution, requests for membershp are discussed and
votedonintheearliestsession. Thedeterminingfactoristhe
members praciical adherence o the Coundls  dedsions, rather  than
fullacceptanceofthemoroftheplatform.inotherwords, every
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Councilmembercansticktohisorherownviews,andworktoget
them ratiied by te Cound through the democatic process outined
in the NCRoonsttuiion.

Currerty, the NCRhas 235 members, ° of different reigious, non-
religious, liberalandnationalistpersuasions,aswellas
represeniaives of ethnc and reigous minorites. They indude  six
poiitical opposiion  organizations. The remaining 229 are renowned
poltical, adrd o sodd  fgues aswel  as spedass, arists,
of the National Lberaion — Amy.

The National Council of Resistance andthe Provisional
GovemmentadheretotheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRights
anditsrelatedintemationalcovenants,including*“freedomof
association,freedomofthoughtandexpression,media, palitical
o pojesson, and peerion o any vidation o indviouel and socdl
ngts and of pubic freedoms” 4

TheNCR'sdeclarationonthe Relationsofthe Provisional
GovemmentwithReligionandDenominationsspecifies:“Alforms
ofdiscriminationagainstthefollowersofvariousreligionsand
denominaions  in te enoyment of ther  indvidual and soda  rights
are prohbied Nodizens dal enoy ay piveges o besbed ©
any deprivations wih resped 0 nominaion for election, sufirage,
employment, education,  becoming ajudge or any oter indvidual or
oHE s o mesn o b o bl n an paiode reigon
or denominaton”  °®

In s plan on womens rghts, the NCRrecognzes ‘the rnght to
ged andbeeeded n al eedoms, adte igt © suiege n d
referendums,™therighttoemploymentandfree selectionof
profession, and the right to had any pubic or govemment posiion,
ofice  or profession, indudng  the presidency or judgeship in al
[Te ez reiuos” e gt © ey dooe dhg ad oweig’
and ‘the nght to use, without discrimination, al  instructional,
educational,athletic,andartisticresources;andtherightto
partiopeie n ad ahlkic oonpeios  ad afsic acMies” 6

TheNational CouncilofResistanceadoptedaplanforthe
auonomy of lranian  Kurdistan,  wheren it recognized the nght of
the peope resdng in thet regon © hae ter  ownlegsaive body
wn ‘te nemd das o te alonomos regon” b futher gpedies
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that ‘the administration of al afars  of the autnomous regon of
Kudsian” ooyt for thoese bed © foegn pogy, e dlese
nationalsecurity, foreigntradeandcustoms, ‘fallswithinthe
authorty ~ of the autonomous organs” 7
The NCR's plan for peace wih Iraq emphasizes the ‘“undertaking
of guarantees by both paties in amanging for the repatiation of
both  countries’ refugees, and for those who have been diven out of
ther ocounty, by prodaiming general amnesty and by safeguarding
ther hes adter popetes” Atide 7 d the pan emphaszes te
‘daning  up of the pan for a defniive peace teaty between the two
countriesbasedonfullrespectfornationalindependenceand
goad neighboriness and secuity  of boders aganst encroachment” @
Accodng 0 the Immedae Tasks ratiied by the Naional Cound
of Ressance of Ian, ‘“investigaton of the cimes of the Khomenni
regme’s  officals’ wil be ‘camed out in pubic couts wih the
presence of juies and intemational observers”  ° The Provisional
Govemmentiscommittedtoprovide'therightofdefenseandthe
ot o aoMy o bBwes  assochios” ©
TheProvisionalGovemmentalsoaccepts nationalcapitalism
andthebazaar,privateandpersonalownershipandinvestment.” u
It beleves that ‘enmiy towards industia counties” 2 derves  from
the badward ideas of the Khomeni regme. Whie rgecing  ‘unegual
rgions’ ®in is pogam, i Sresses tet it does not ‘wsh o and
cannot ve isolaed fom te sumoundng wold”
The Provisional Govemment of the Democraic Islamic  Republic
o len and the Naional Coud o Ressence wl  resgn  mmedaely
ater the Consftiuent  Assembly's ‘“declaration of is readiness to
assumeitsresponsibilities.” 5TheNational Legislativeand
Consivent  Assembly wil be fomed at ‘e lktest  no moe than six
months afier the fal of the Khomeni regme and the estabishment
oftheProvisionalGovemment.” 16 Appointingthenewgovemment,
draftingthecountry' snewconstitLtion,anddeterminingthenew
repubican  system are the tasks of the Consftuent  Assembly. ¥

Structure

Inadditiontothe People’sMojahedinOrganizationofiran,
discussedatlengthinthepreviouschapter,otherNCRmember-

oganizations ae as folons
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The National Democratic Front (NDF)

Asecdar goup, the NDFwes reoganized in 1979, It s comprised
of respected  poiitical foures whosuppoted the e Dr. Mossadeq in
the 1950sand'60s.Mr.HedayatMatin-Daftari, Dr.Mossadeq's
grandsonandadistinguishedlawyerandwell-knownadvocateof
humanrightsinlranformanyyears,isthepresidentoftheNDF.
Duringtheshah'slastyears,hewaselectedvice-chairmanofthe
IranianBarAssociation.OneoftheFrontsfounders,Shokroliah
Paknglad, a renowned poiitical figure for two decades, was executed
bytheKhomeiniregimein1981.

Associationto Defendlran’s Independenceand
Democracy (DAD)

Foundedin1979,DADiscomprisedofreligiousandsecular
lerens  as wal  as Specels and tednooas. Aeicth JH  Gagel
heads the goup. Oreof Khomenls fist sudents, Ayaioleh — Gangel
ranksfaraboveKhameneiandHashemiRafsanjaniinthereligious
hierarchy, butpartedwayswithKhomeinibecausecfhisemphasis
onte ne of the veayat efagh and reigous  despoism.  Ayatoleh
Gangi  was a poitical prisoner  under the shah and a candidate for
the 1980parliamentaryelectionsfromRasht, northernlran.A
distinguished cleric, heis awell-known opponentofthe
fundamentalist interpretation of ldam.

The People’s Fedayeen

Ths gop st  fom the lefist Omanzaon  of anan  Peope’s
FedayeenGuerrillasandvehementlyopposeddependenceonthe
fomer Soviet Union. The original organization was formed in 1968
andwagedarmedstruggleagainsttheshah'sdictatorship.twas
themostpopularandinfluential ofthe Marxistgroups. Many
membersandsympathizerswereexecutedundertheshah.

In  postrevolutionary Ian, however, the organzation came under
the infuence  of pro-Soviet elements, and subsequenty  splt  into
various  factions. The People's Fedayeen lett the organization and
draftedtheironnplatformforademocraticsysteminiran. They
appliedformembershipintheNCRin1984,andwereacceptedasa
memberin1985. Mr.MehdiSamé,amechanicalengineerwhowas
imprisonedbythe Shahfrom1970t01978,istheorganization’s
represeniative in te Natonal Cound of Ressance
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TowhidiMerchants Guild
Theguildwasformedin1979byindustrialistsandbazaar

merchantsopposedtoKhomeini'sdictatorship.Manyofitssecret

members coniue  ther commerdal  adivities n en. Ower te yeas,

they have played an important role in providng  financial backing

for the Resstance.  The tradiional bezaar s audd t the Iranan

economy, ad is opposion  te shah in te il years of his rde

wasinstrumentalinthe fall ofthe monarchy. Mr. Ibrahim

Mazandarani, a wellkknown  businessman from Tabriz and a poliical

prisoner under the shah, is the Guids representative in the NCR.

TheKhomeiniregimeexecutedanumberofmembersofthe Towhidi

MerchantsGuildinthemid-1980sforgivingfinancialaidtothe

Resstance.

CommittedProfessorsofiran’sUniversitiesand
Schools ofHigher Education

Alsofoundedin1979, thisgroupiscomprisedofuniversity
poessos  and academics. Opposed D the regime’s  polioes, especaly
the"CulturalRevolution,"thegroupsoongainedthesupportofa
large segment of ran's scholars.  Dr. Mohammaddi  Shekhi,  former
head of Tehran Universiy's Tedncal Feoly, B te pesdent o te
goup. Agraduate of metalurgical engneering  fom the UK, Dr
Seki 5 te alhor o saed bods ontedrcd and poiical BSUes.

The President  and offical spokesman of the Natonal Cound of
Resstance s Mr. Massoud Rajavi.  The Coundl  has a secretariat and
SX  secretaries who adminster s affairs. The NCR's 18 committees
funcion as the basis for the fuure  Provisional Govemment.  Seven
ofthecommitteechairsarefromthe Mojahedin, threefromthe
National Democaic Fort, one flom the Peope's Fedayeen, one from
theCommitted Professorsof TehranUniversities,onefromthe
Association  to Defend Iran's  Democracy and Independence.  The four
remanng duars ae fled by ndependent  persondiies o different
poliical persuasons. % The average age of the NCRcommitee  chairs
5 over 50. Nne of them have graduate degees from Fance, Biriain,
theUnitedStatesandGermany,andeightaregraduatesofiranian
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universiies. The Charr of the Denominaions and Freedom of Religon
Commitee 5 a defic.

InitsannualsessioninAugust1993,theNational Councilof
Resistance elected Mrs. Maryam Rajavias Presidentforthe
transtiondl peiod ®Hertem wl  begn dier the muehs  overthow,
ad exend und  the ratfication of the new constiution by a freely
electedNationalLegislativeand ConstituentAssembly,andthe
electionofanewpresident. Hertaskswillinclude“supreme
supenviso’ 2 over ‘proper  impementaion of the NCR's dedarations
anddecisions.” 2 Sheisauthorizedtoundertake' thedutiesand
responsiiies of the NCRPresdent in his absence” 2 wihn the
famework  specfied  and ratified by the Cound. The NCR's members
ageed tat te dedon of Ms. Rgvi asasymbd of naiord  undy,
5 te best guaranee for the recondiaion o kenn sodely,  whch
has suffered  severe spiitual and material  ham under the mullahs.
Awomanheadofstatefurtherensuresdemocracyandpluralism
duing the tansional paiod and the tanser of soeregly © te
peope,  they noed.

Based in Paris, Mrs. Rajgvi has become the focal point of hope
andattentionofiraniansinthecountryandabroad. Sinceher
election, thousands  of enans,  many dstingushed professonals ad
specialistsinEuropeandNorthAmerica, haveactivelyinvolved
themselvesinthemovement. TheyhavewrittentoMrs. Rajavi,
dedaring their readiness to cooperate  with the NCRcommittees and
takepartinthereconstructionofaprosperousiran.Renowned
Iranian  artists, banned fom peforming or foced into exie, hawe
aso dedared  soldaiy wih the Presderteleds egfos © bud a
freelran.InJuly1994,Marzieh, Iran'slegendarysingerwitha
remarkable50-yearrecord, leftiranforFrancetoannounceher
suppot  for  Mrs. Rajavi

Mrs. Rajavi, 42, a metalurgical engineer, was a leader of the
Ilanan  swdent movement n the 1970s. Onedf her sisers  was kiled
undertheshahandanother, pregnantatthetimeofarrest,was
executed along with her husband in the Khomeini regime’'s  prisons.

In August 1993, the NCRchose the Lion and Sun as the Coundls
offical erbem, paong t onte lenen fg  ‘Shce ancent  fimes,
theLionandSunhasbeenthesymbolofsafeguarding Iranfrom
ed” Zsad te Cound. For 12 yeas, the naiond Ianan  anthem,
‘O Ien, Land of Peals” has been the NCR's offcal anthem.
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Deliberate Exclusion

TheCouncil'spositions,constitutionandstructure, briefly
revened n ts deper, hae beendedled n s pubications n te
pst In e See Depatments ftesment o ts sue,  uniounagl,
theauthorsintentionallyignoredthe Councilasanindependent
enity, and discussed it as pat of the Moghedin. The repot  makes
besgess  alegaiions and nientonaly dsots seved Bues D dery
that the National Cound of Ressance s the regme's only viable
aemraive

The authors  lash out at the Mojghedin for not making notorious
operativesoftheshah'sSAVAKandbogus, non-existentgroups
membersoftheNCR . ltismorethaninconsistenttoaccordthese
non-entiies - diance  with whomwoud discredt  the Resistance -
such saure,  whie  belting the Moghedns ales n te Cound

ltisperfectlytruethattheMojahedin,asthemostpopular
poliical and mitary  foce in Ian, are the lagest memberof the
Natonel Cound of Ressance. For this reason, te Cound desenves
a the moe cedt for esabishing ademocaic  pocess which gants
theMojahedinexactlythesamerightsasotherCouncilmembers.
Theremnantsoftheshah’sregimeandKhomeini'smullahshave
triedforyearstoportraytheMojahedinandNational Councilof
Resstance as one enty with two names. It is unfotunate  that the
Department of State has not refered  to any of the detaled, wel-
documented responses of the lranian  Resistance.

Appeasing Tehran'sMullahs ,publishedinSeptemberwhiethe
repot  was being prepared, repied  spediicaly to the alegations
reiterated in Ms. Sherman's letter o Rep. Toniceli in Juy 1994

Threechaptersofthebookweredevotedtodetailedresponses,
includingdocuments,whichprovedthechargeswereunfounded.As

in previous cases, the book wes provided to the State Department by
theHouseForeignAffairsCommittee. Inresponsetorepeated

objections by congressmen to the Departments refusal to hear the
MojahedinorNCRrepresentatives, officials statedonnumerous

occasions that they were aware of Mojahedin  publications and would
considerthem. Theyalsoclaimedthattheirresearchteamhad
reviewedalltheMojahedinandNCRpublicationsfromthe 1960s

though Ocober 1994, The falsity  of the dam ony undedines  ther
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INn1993,inreplytoinquiriesbymembersofCongress, the
Departmentclaimedthatthe MojahedinandNCRareoneandthe
same. Mohammad Mohaddessin, Chairman ofthe NCR Foreign
Afiais  Commitee, wote in ths regad % o representatives Ronald
Dellums(D-CA)andDanBurton(R-IN).Acopyofhisletterswas
later sent o Presdent Clnton.  Mr. Mohaddessn wote:

The [State  Departments] ‘fact  sheets’ say. “The dose lnks between the
NCRandPMOImakethetwoorganizationsvirtuallyindistinguishable.”

This dam s suppoted by the observaton  that “Massoud Rajavi woud have
soleresponsibilityfortheappointmentofcabinetministersunderthe
provisionalgovemment.”Inresponse,itmustbeaskedwhichdemocratic

tradiion fauts adose relationship between a poltical organization (the
Mojghedin)  and the poliical coaliion (NCR) of which it is a member, and
des that reltionship as indcatie o te o beng ‘hdsingushabie™? In
addion,  does e Presdent o the Unied Saies ‘ot have sde  responshity
fortheappointmentofcabinetministers"? AsspecifiedintheNCR's

constiuiion, Mr. Rapvi B responsbe for nommaing  cabnet  minsers, who
mustbeconfimedbytheNCR’smembership,whichisalsoauthorizedto

impeach minsters  in  office. The provisional govemment is dutybound to
comply with the NCR's resolutions. Is ths sameprocedure not foloved in
the US?

I aidke 8o is constiuion te Naiond Coud o Ressance
spediies: “The nght t quesion and o inerpolate the Provisonal
Govemment, or any of iis members, is reserved for every member of
theCouncil.” Bnarticle7,itspecifiesthatthe Provisional
Govemmentisduty-boundto“actinaccordancewiththeprogram
andtheimmediatetasksassignedtothe Provisional Govemment
andinaccordancewiththe Council'sfuturedecisions”andto
udetake the administation of afais for sx months. As M Rajav
stressedinAugust1993 whenheintroducedthechairsoftheNCR
commitees, the Provisional Govemment is a coaliion govemment.
Onlysevenofthe18chairsofthe NCRcommitteesarefromthe
nor oganizaionaly alfficied wih te Moghedn, of vaied polical
viens.,

The State Department’s claim about the two being
‘ndisinguishable” 5 suppoted by the obsevation  that leadng NCR
representatives are aso dosey  dfliiated wih, f not members of,
thePMOI.Asmentioned,theNCRservesasapariamentarybody;
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therefore, some members of the Mojghedn - or of oher omganizations
belongingtotheNCR-arealsomembersoftheNCR. Farfrombeing

conceded, this issue was pubidy  announced. Indeed, accoding 1o
theDepartment'slogic,theU.S.CongressandRepublicanParty
shouldbefaultedforbeing“indistinguishable,”becauseall
congressionalcommitteesand sub-committeesare chairedby

Republicans.  As mentioned, 60%o0f the NCR's committees are chaired
bynon-Mojahedinmembers.

Actually, the NCRdemonstated that it is even astep ahead of
democraic  ocounies when, in the fal  of 1991, it dedared that any
NCRrepresentativeinagivencountrywhobelongstoamember-
organizationmustrelinquish hisorhermembershipinthat
oganization o fufl the  responshiiies o an NCRepresertative
wihout regard © any organizational duies o poss, and in compee

Ignoringthe Facts

Thereportasserts: “Althoughthe NCR claimsthatitisa
demogaiic  organization, is padices donat susan te rheboric” %
In another reference  the report  states, “The Mojahedin  determined
who could  jon... who was worthy  of being  given.. voting  rights...
Gics wee ether squeezed ot of the Naionrd Cound o denced” 7
The charges are utey — baseless.

As detaled eafer in ths chaper, the Councls  constiution
entites ad membast anequa woe in the dedsomrmaking process,
andallmember-organizationshavetherighttoveto. TheNCR’s
constitution does not discriminate betveen members, and there are
noamendmentsthatmakeanexceptionofoneormoremembers,
underanycircumstances. TheNCRpresidentisnotentitedtoany
e poners n ass daions, n a1 Vel eay dher
poiitical organization or govemment, indudng  te govemment of
theUnitedStatesofAmerica,whichgrantsspecialpowerstothe
head of sae or omganizaion b edbe t O read qudkdy t speca
crcumstances.

The lenen  Ressance 5 oonfoning te most bual  dicatoshp
o o fmes; the doumsances ae never odnary.  Newvertheless, al
NCRdecisionsaremadewiththeagreementoftwo-thirdsofthe
memberspresent, providedthathomemberorganizationvetoesthe
decision.MembersandthosefamiliarwiththeNCR’'sconductover
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te yeas Wl sy ta d o the Couds dedsos n te b 14
yearshavebeenmadeinacompletelydemocraticfashionandin
accodance  with the above procedures. At the sametme, any of the
member-organizationscanblocktheadoptionorimplementationof
ay pen by excsng  ter v powers. Thus, rether e Moghedn,
northeNCRpresident,noranyotherpersonororganizationcan
imposeitswilonthebody. ThosewhoaccusetheNCRofnotbeing
democaic woud dowel o de one sihge case where the Maoghedn
orthe NCR president have breached these constitutional
reguiations. B

Thereportstates,“Oncea bonafide  coaliion,theCouncil
disintegrated in the 1980s, when many of the resstance  groups that
hed joned n 1981 kt  te oganzaion because of ther odojedons
Raais  ddaiorial methods and his  uniateral decson 1 ay wih
kg’ 2 The Depatment acoepis that the Cound  wes iniialy a viebe
one, and, therefore, intemal  democraic  processes  were obsenved  at
the time. The Coundls  constittion has not changed. @

ThereportbasesitsfindingonBani-Sadr'sandthe KDP's
‘Withdrawal,”andconcludesthattheypromptedamassexodus.” 8
Asexplainedindetailinchapterl,neitherBani-Sadrnorthe
Kudisan Democraic Paty let the Councl. Boh were expeled by
unanimous wvote for violating the  NCRconstitution and progam, ie.
vioiating the inemal  democraic  process of the Cound.  There wes
no ‘mass exodus’ and no ‘uniateral decdson to ay with lag” The
attempttothusexplaintheso-calledwithdrawaloftheKDPisso
shallowthattheauthorshaveoveriookedthefactthatthisparty
enoyed acive contads wih the Irag  govemment and had a presence
in that county long before Mr. Rajad met wih Mr. Aziz in Paris in
1983ormovedtherein1936.

Furthermore, thewithdrawal orexpulsionofone ormore
members from a poliical coalition has never been indicaive of an
absenceofdemocracywithinthatmovement. Sincetheelectionof
the Cinon  adminstaion, for s,  manytop oficals have been
fred o have resgned for pesod  reesons or because of difierences
wih te Presdent  Poitical diances  and codliions are fomed on
thebasisofcommonenemiesandsharedvalues. Theyareproneto
dage Thee 5 mobess for g thet a codlion 5 undemoaaic
becausesomeindividualsorpartieshaveleftit Therehavebeen
numerous cases of indviduals or even groups  spitting of from the
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Democraic  or Repubican  party, for exampe. These peope have gone
ono fom ter ownpaforns due to diferences wih other members
orthepartyleadership. Thisinnowayindicatesanabsenceof

democacy o the use of diciatorial methods by that  leadership.

Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran

Amongthe sources the State Department cdtes in desaibng  the
NCRas undemocratic is aleter fom the KDPthat states, ‘“In view
of our woking experience wih the Mojghedn between 1981 and 1936
ad of ter afiide towad the lenen democatic  opposion  since
then,weconsidertheMojahedinanant-democraticandsectarian
organizationwhocannotbetrustedtobefaithfultodemocratic
agoraions o te Ienen " 2Toeddbsh the wth, o bk o
it of the alegation that the KDP's ‘woking experience”  revealed
the Moghedn t be “anfrdemocratic and secarian,” it is necessay
o biely revew te hstory of relaions  between the Paty and the
Mojahedin.

LikeotherlranianKurdishgroups, theKurdistanDemocratic
Party ofIran nominated Massoud Rajaviasthe democratic
opposition'scandidateinthe 1980 presidential elections.
Subsequently,AbdolRahmanQassemiou,theKDP SecretaryGeneral,
refered 0 Rav as his “dder  broher” He sought a more extensive
Mojahedinrepresentationandattendanceattheirheadquartersin
Kurdistan.Atthebeginningofthearmedresistance,anumberof
MojahedinwenttotheKDP'spoliicalbureauheadquartersonthe
wesen boder o len  Beoe insaing ter oanrdo tansmiers,
theMojahedinusedtheKDP'ssmalltransmitterforninemonthsto
broadcasttheirradiomessagesandprograms. Thepresenceofthe
Mojghedin in this area provided precious poliical backing for the
Party,whichMr.Qassemlouwarmiywelcomed.

InOctober1981,immediatelyafterMr.Rajaviannouncedthe
programofthe Provisional Government, the KDPjoinedtheNCR
and recognized it as ‘e unque alemaive” In subsequent  offical
statements,  Mr. Qassemlou described his Patys aliance  wih the
National CouncilofResistanceasasourceofprideandhonor,
refleding te desie o d the peope of Kudsen

OntheNCR’ssecondanniversaryin1983,theKDP Secretary
General asseted in his message:
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The emphass that the Nationd Cound of Ressance is te only democraic
altemative 5 not aholov moto, but asaement of fad, because. ther
are no other alttematives. The Americarimade monarchist  groups cannot  be
cded  alemaives. Fsly, or hsoy adboody stugges o te pest yeas
have once andforever buried monarchyinourcountry. Secondly,
altematives...Sinceitsformation, thekeytotheNational Councilof

Ressance s that is main foce s the Peopes Moghedin, an oganzation
whichhasbravelyrisenupagainsttheKhomeiniregime;anauthentic

organization which has gown from within  the heat of the socety and has
a revolutonary history; an organization which undersiood  that  the  Khomeini
regime ocoud not be overtromn  except trough amed stugde,  the principal
formofstruggle. ThepresenceofthePeople’sMojahedinintheNational
CouncilofResistanceguaranteestheCounci'snon-compromisewiththe

Khomeini regme. It also atiests 0 the fad that the NCRs a revoutionary
alemative, which Wl nat eoonde  issf D the muahs  regme =

InSeptember1983 theMojahedinannouncedtheiniewsonthe
autonomyoftheKurdswithintheframeworkofliran'steritorial
integyity. Subsequerty, in aleter o te Moahedn in the fal of
thatyear,theKDP SecretaryGeneraldescribedtheMojahedin’s
postion as ‘a cause of joy for members of the Democratic Paty and
al te peope of Ienan Kudsen” ¥ Heemphaszed that the poicy
‘I bevay eedve n rerfoayg te Naiod Coud o Ressace
as te oy democaic  aemaive” ® Subsequenty,  the  KDPpoltouro
alsopraisedtheMojahedin’sviews,adding:“Theannouncementof
these postions s afirm response to al those whodo not know the
Moghedn and thnk thet ther tak of Kurdish autonomy is tactcal
andthatthe Mojahedindonotbelieveinthe people’srightto
determinetheirowndestiny.” % [naninterviewwith Voice of
Kurdistan,December15,1983, Dr.Qassemlouacknowledged:“The
People’'sMojahedinOrganizationplayedaremarkableroleduring
thediscussionsandnegotiationsontheplan[fortheautonomyof
IranianKurdistan].itimadeatremendousefforttohavethisplan
ratiied nis peet om’ ¥

Severalmonthslater,inApril1984,theKDP,alongwiththe
Councdls oher members, sgned a dedaration sressing  that the NCR
wes the oy viebe democaic —atematve. It sad of the Counds
peace plan:

TheNationalCouncilofResistancewouldliketoonceagaindeclarethat
the measures taken o dae in suppot of peace (e. the meeing beween the
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NCRpresdent  and lrag's  vicepremier; defing  of apeace pan and effots
o hae it ratied N inematonal bodes, peace campags e kan,  cd
on soders o disobey Khomeinls  war directives, eave the fos and jon
the Ressnces foces;, adcal for ahat t© the bombadment of dies and
towns)arenotonlyendorsed, butpraiseworthy. TheNational Councilof

Resistance, as te only democratic  altemative in view of its progam and
that of the fuure govemment, wil in fure do anything in it power to
advance iis peace pan in te inerests  of the lranan  people.  The National
Cound of Resstance consdes aoonsstent defense of peace as patriolc,

progressive, and humanitarian.  *

Aong with other members of the Councl, the KDPalso signed a
declarationonSeptember28,1984,whichprovidesanunambiguous

response o the Stae Department  alegations today. The dedaration
reeds n pat

Theclaimthatthe Councilhasnoindependentexistenceandwhatdoes

edt s pindpaly ‘a puppet of the Moghed’ s not new. The monarchists,
Bani-Sadrandhisnewspaperhaveforsometimerepeatedthisclaim.Our

compatriots, however, shoud know of the Coundls  intemal  relaions  and
beawarethat: Firstly, despitealltheslanderbytheaforementioned

newspaper, the Cound has not madeany poliical decson to dae that it
hasnotmadepublic.Secondly,itwasBani-Sadrwhounjustlybenefited

fom an excepional  and advantageous posiion  in the Coundi. Bani-Sadr,
adhering to adoube stndad, wasthe Coundls presdent and at the same
timeneverfeltboundbyhissignaturetothe Council'sprogramand

ratifications. Rajavi  was criticized repeatedy by other Cound members
for the unusud  fexbily and spedal  consideration thet he had obseved n
respect © BaniSadr sice the Councls  fomation.  Nevertheless, Coundl
membesnever bt ter conidence h Regd Ravi never had any polical
negotiationswith Bani-SadraboutwhichhedidnotinformtheCouncil,
andtheCouncilnevermadeanydecisionsthatRajavididnotenact let

alone not counteract Therefore, daims of ‘personal  dealings’ by Rajvi
wih BaniSadr, athough they refed  the persondl  wishes of the pubishers
o BaiSad's pepe, ae oy ke @

Asthestrugglebecame prolonged, theKurdistanDemocratic
Paty began whspeing  about the legimacy  of negoieing  wih the
Khomeiniregime. Theissuewasfirstraisedthatsameyearwith
lbrahim  Zaker, then the Mojahedin's  representative in  Kurdistan.
Hewastoldprivately, iftheMojahedinwilguaranteethatthey
wil  overtrow  the regime within  six months, establishing the NCR
in power, wewl dsooinue  our negotations wih the regme for up
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o sx months. Otewise, wecannot stugge for 25 years”
Negotiaing ~ with the mulahs' regme was a blatant  violation of
the constitution of the National Cound of Ressiance.  The KDPhad
iseff  repeatedy emphasized that ‘e Councl must insist  on its
princples. Any infingement o deviaion  fom these princples wi
kad © the NCRs bss of aedhlly. Doudess the seodt D suooess
liesinrespectformutualcommitments,adherencetotheNCR'’s
accepted  principles, and endeavoing O put them b  pracice”  ©
ByOctober1983,theKhomeiniregime'ssuppressiveforceshad
diven the Kurdisan Democratic Paty out of is last fooholds in
the vilages ad regons onte wesem lranen  boder, fodg it
esabsh s bases onlag sol Shoe the Kudsan  Democetic  Paty
mosly rled onlcd Pesragg whose sohere of ady wes imied
totheareawhereintheylived (asopposedtoeducatedurban
combatants),thislossoftenitoryseverelyreducedtheParty’s
capabiiies and demordized its leadership, some of whombegan to
vew ter only souion  as recondiation wih te mulahs.
Kurdistan theKDP'sofficialorgan,firstreportedonthe
negotiations betveen the Paty and the Khomeini regime’'s agents in
September1984. ThepolicywasimmediatelycondemnedinanNCR
session. The NCR Presidentand anumber of Councilmembers
warmed Qassemlouagainstpursuingthepolicy, buttonoavail.
Finally,inastatementon November 3,1984, the Mojahedin
condemned the Partys acions and caled for ‘mual  adherence” 1
the“commonaobligations”setforth bythe National Councilof
Ressance.  “ Subsequenty,  the NCRPresdent and members did ther
umost to dissuade the Kurdistan Democratic Party from approaching
the regme. The keters aswel aste mnues of the sessons hed in
ths regad ae avakbe.
IntheNCR'ssessiononJanuary7,1985,“allofthemembers
attendingthesession,excepttheKurdistanDemocraticParty...
condemned  political negotiations wih the regime, descbed them as
corary 1o the sgned commimens © the Cound” “In tat sesson,
Rajavi addressed Qassemiou, the KDP's Secretary General, in front
of al members, saying that i, as Qassemiou had sated, the Party's
problem was a shotage of ams or funds, and that ths was why they
hadcavedintothemullahs,theMojahedinwerewilingtoshare
(Whatever they had). Immediatey  affewards, as agoodwil  gesture,
Rajavi ordered the Moahedn to gwe ther ownguns b Qassemlou’s
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paty. Toewmyoes shodk, Qessemiou it poned out thet  he wanied
adding that he prefered moneyto guns. Rajavi ordered that he be
providedwithamapofiranand100,000Frenchfrancs. “Several
days ler, the KDPrepreseniative in Fance addomedged  recedving
theassistance. Aweeklater, however,Qassemlousentthemoney
back,anditbecameamplyclearthatshortagesoffundsandarms

had been but an excuse, particularty since Qassemiou also demanded
hs ‘patys gt o ndependencd” 1 esebish oolads  and negoiiaie
withtheKhomeiniregime.

In a message on February 11, 1985, the NCRPresident addressed
theKDP, stating:“Isincerelyandmosthonestlyappealtothe
Kurdistan  Democraic Party to honor the sacifice of our nation's
martyrs,particulartytheKurdish Peshmarga, andannounce,inho
ucean  tBms, s dedson  not O resume any polical negotiations
withtheanti-humanenemyatpresentorinfuture.” “Mr.Rajavi
specified: 1 sncerely  hope that the Democratic Party wil makea
fm demn adbooot d poicd negiieios wih te kegimee
Khomeini regme.. and thereby provide for the elimination of is
differences fwih  the NCR]”

Unfortunately, the appeals were in van.  Fnaly, in Apd 1985,
ater sx months of fulle  negotiations wih the KDP, the National
Councilof Resistance unanimouslydecidedtoterminateits
cooperationwiththeKurdistanDemocraticParty,andexpelledit
fom the ooeliion onte bess ta te KDPs ‘polica negaiiations
wih the Khomeni regime, contradicing Afde 1d te Constiuion
of the National Councl of Ressance, are considered  a fundamental
violtion o te Couds edence,  nuliying s membershp n te
NCR.”

Significantly, Qassemiou never sought to leave the NCR, and dd
hs best b relan the benefis of membershp whie negotising with
theKhomeiniregime. Heknewwellthathewouldnotfindother
aliesliketheMojahedinorotherNCRmembers.

A PersiarHanguage buletin pubished abroad woe at te tme

Thisso-calledpolitburooftheKurdistanDemocraticPartywants...to

oetron  te Isamc  Repubic regme and beleves it 5 fule 0 negoiate
wih it and a the sametme sees such negotiations as usefu  and s wiing
o foego a  inenions of topping te regime. It seemstat the poituro
has forgoten it motto of “‘democracy for Iran, autonomy for Kurdistan”
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Whie tey petend t© speek fom aposion of srengh, despie losng  ther
bnds, there are numerus indications that the indinaion 0 negoiale  wih
theregimeactuallyemanatesfromtheweaknessovercomingtheKurdish

fightexs, uegqua n srengh and despaiing of achieving  amiiary  \vidow.
Thepolitburohasthereforeconcludedthatitmustallowforpolitical
negoiiations a any cost ®

AsattestedbytheminutesoftheNCRsessions,immediately
afterQassemlouwashimselfestablishedinlrag, herepeatedly
encouragedthe NCRPresidenttomovetothatcountry. Healso
persistenty asked the Moghedin to assassnate  Edis and Massoud
Barzani,brotherswhowereleadersofthelragiKurdsandatthe
timeresidingwestofTehran.Mr.Rajavivehementiyrejectedthe
proposals.  “WhileamemberoftheNCR,Qassemloucontinuously
aded fr moe and moe frence, miiay, tedmcd, pdc  rebions
andmedical supportfromthe Mojahedin. Fortheir part, the
MojahedindidnothaveanyqualmsabouthelpingtheKDPasmuch
as they oouid.

Someof the petinent  documents are avalable. Oreis sgned by
Dr.SadegSharafkandi,thentheParty' snumber-twoman, laterto
succeed Qassemiou as Secretary  General and, lke his predecessor,
to be assassnated by the Khomeini regime. Signing as Saeid Badal,
his nomde guere, on Aprl 15, 1984, Sharafkandi wrote:  “On behalf
of mycomrades in the leadershp and al members and supporters  of
te Kudstan Democraic Paty of Iran, particulaty the personnel
of the rado, | woud ke 1 edend mymost sincere  getiude o the
Peope's Moghedin  Ormganizaton  of Ian for two years of unrelenting
suppot  and cooperation” The saement s N rElerence © te lenghy
period duing which the “ant-democratic and sectarian” Mojahedin
broadcastthe KDP’sdailyradioprogram. 47 AsAbdollahHayaki,
known as Mamousta Abdolah  (he incumbent successor to the Party's
leadership)hadpointedoutinanOctober23,1933 lettertothe
Moghedin, ‘The Moghedin's rado westhe only possbe way for the
Paty to broadcast Voce of Kudsan” *

Most impotant  was the  poiitical suppot  the Moghedn  and ather
membersofthe NCR afforded the KDP vis-a-visthe Khomeini
regme’'s  malicous  poliical aiacks, ewen pior 0 te fomation of
theCouncil.InhisfirstspeechafterKhomeiniseizedpowerin
Februay 1979, M. Rav defended the rignls  of the peope of Irenn
Kurdistanandspokeoftheneedtoeliminatethedualoppression
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they endured. “ Later, despte the mullahs' harassment and violent
atacks, the Mojahedn, as the only natiorwide, Musim,  democratic
force,advocateddefenseofKurdishrightsonanationalscale.
Khomeini,whohadissueddeathdecreesfortheKurdishleaders,
wasenragedattheMojahedin'ssupportfortheKurdsandlashed
out a the omganization for spesking onther  behaff.
Obviously, thedifferencesbetweentheKurdistanDemocratic
Paty and the Natonal Cound of Ressance of Ian dd not as the
State Department has suggested, relate to ‘the lack of democracy”
withintheNCR, buttothe KDP'sdesiretocompromisewiththe
TehranregimeandtheNCR'sinsistenceontheneedtoestablish
democracyinlran. Justastoday, thedisputebetweenthe State
DepartmentandthelranianResistancerelatestotheissueof
negotiations wih ths ‘permanent feature” and the NCR'S insistence
on repadng  Khomenis  dicatorship wih a pluralisic democracy.
Sometme  later, Jall Gadani Secetary Generd of te faction
whichsplittomtheKDP, revealedthatanassociateofQassemiou
hadtoldhim:“Sometimeago,Qassemloureachedanagreementwith
the regme to oppose the Mojghedin” Sameod story. Opposiion to
theMojahedinandNationalCouncilofResistanceisapreludeto
compromiseandrapprochementwiththeKhomeiniregime. Forhis
pat, M. Ragvi td Qassemiou and his goup: 1 hope that the KDPs
dsendng isef  fom us wil  be limied, ad thet iis endeavos 1
negoiate  with the regme wil not prove hamful to the paty. Even
if the Paty oconinues to chum out sander aganst us, however, |
wil  connue to wish them wel, because | hope to never see ther
futureruined.” ©TheMojahedinalsoemphasizedthat negotiating
withtheregimewasbothfutleanddangerous,andwouldexpose
them © te mulahs  tenoists. Today, not ony Qaessemiou, but aso
hissuccessorasKDPSecretaryGeneralhavebeenassassinatedby
the Khomeini regime's agents, confiming, however regrettably, the
accracy of te lanan  Ressance’'s preddions.
TheNationalCouncilofResistancealsocondemnedthearmed
conflictbetweenthe KDPandKoumula(anotherlranianKurdish
goup) and ther  indisciminate saughter  of POWs,as wel as ther
vaious foms of edoing  odnay peode In s g Qassamious
sudden transformation ino a‘democrat’” upon his anval  in Europe
5 somewhat Starting.
TheKDP'sreconciliationandnegotiationswiththe Khomeini
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regime were accompanied by blatanty undemocratic  relations  within
the Paty, as Qassemous fomer fiends began reveding in sping
19838. Manyof the patys veteran  officials and weHaown  figures
opposed the poicy, ' as dd manyodnary  Kurdsh  people, who woe
kters © the NCRPesdent ®© ts efet

Qassemiou and his coleagues  gradualy  squeezed al  opponents
o of key posions n te pat. In 1987, Qessamou foced te Paty
Congess © supot afxed dae for the poitburo, desgnred N away
to predude oppostion o the negotiation poicy.  Consequenty, 15
membersoftheleadershipsplitoffandformedthe Kurdistan
Democraic  Paty of Iran-  Revolutonary Leadership.  This new party
stronglyopposedthepolicyofnegotiationswiththeregimeand
maintainedclosetieswiththeMojahedinandNationalCouncilof
Resstance.

In condsson, &t B mpotat  © noe tat Qessemlous  humiating
submissiontothemullahs'regimeseverelydamagedhisParty’s
pesige. Sl deaming o te regmes moderaton, afer the oease
fre in the larrag war he expressed  suprise  in an inenview with
theBBCthatnobodyfromtheregimewasinterestedintalkingto
the KDP. Ashortwhilelater,a Guards Corps commanderin
Kudisan sad nobody waes interested  in what he had o sel, but
hewanted, “hecanretumtothecradleofislamandbegranted

About Democracy

The State Departmentsuggeststhatthe National Councilof
ResistanceandtheMojahedinare"undemocratic’becauseoftheir
refusal  t fom a cosliion wih  historically ant-democratic forces
ted to te shah and Khomeini. The repot siates:  “Other  opposition
groupswhichneverbecamepartofthe Councilandwithwhomthe
NCReluses 0 assodae nndude  the monachsls,  noaby  te ranian
Constituiionalists ad the Hag of Feedom Omganzaon  of e, and
the man facions of the Peoples Fedayeen Guenilas” % The report
ao sas ‘ln anealy demonstaion o S intoerance for dissert,
the Mopghedin refused to alow the partcipation of the Liberation
movement(alsoknownastheFreedomParty),aprominentliberal
oppasitiongroup,” %8 andrefusedtoadmitthecommunist Tudeh. 5
The authors  of the repot  add ‘Other resstance groups were wary of
theMojahedin'sbrandofrevolutionarylslam. TheNationalFront
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(Mossadeg's  nationalist paty) rmised © jon te Cound because i
objectedtotheconceptofislamicgovemment TwootherManxist

oganizaons, whch smiady oeced © the migous  aged o the
Moghedns idedogy, a0 miused © jon” SAbief ook a te naue
adions  and poiiiical hsoy o tese goups, for whose eduson  te
StateDepartmentcastigatestheMojahedin,establishesthatthe
Department'srepresentationsaboutdemocraticconcemshavebeen

ks ten soee

The Freedom Movement

TheFreedomMovement,ledbyMehdiBazargan, thefirstprime
minser afer te fall of the shah, 5 one of the Saie Depatments
favoritegroups. Themovementisavowedlyloyaltothelslamic
Repubic regme, despte occasonal naggng at te mulahs. |t does
notseektoreplacethatregime,andconsidersitselfa‘loyal
opposiion” Ben ater the dat o massexecuios n 1981, te gowp
reterated s pedge of alegance. % Duing te execuions en masse
ofpolitical prisonersinsummer 1988, the FreedomMovement
emphasized that no members of the nationalist, popular  groups  had
been kiled. The pay's induson  or exdusion from the National
CouncilofResistance, whichbelievesthefundamentalistregime
should be replaced with a democratic  govemment, is, therefore, a
nonssLe.

Onmanyoccasions,Mr.Rajavicalledonthegrouptorenounce
s suppot for te regme ad ceese ading  as a poica il 1985
whenBazargantraveledtoGermany,Mr.Rajaviwrotetourgehim
nottoretumtolranandtocomplicityintheregime’scrimes. 57
Regretably, Bazargan and his cdeagues prefered  t connue  what
they themseMes descibed as ter ‘cowardy and teacherous i’
under the regme. Bazargan has since passed away. Afier his death,
Mr. Raav ocommented that Bazargan'® s poliical e wes a tesament
0 the ircfomabily o te mias regme Adecade ago, te kanen
Resstance's Leader tod him that he woud never beresored 1O power
uder the mulahs.  Fortunately, n te bt days of hs e, Bazagen
tesified o the Khomen regmes  inabily b elom In an inevew
with  Frankfurter Rundschau onJanuary 12,1995 , Bazargan
esimated the popular base of the mulahs regme at less than 5%,
addingthatthemullahs"wilcommitsomanyevideedsthatthey
pesh  becase o I
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Tudeh Party & Fedayeen Majority

ThelranianCommunistTudehPartywasformedin1942,during
the Soviet occupaton of notwestem  Iran duing the Second Word
War. The paty, from its inception, acted as a KGBproxy in Iran and
pursuedpaliciesdictatedbytheSoviets.Inthe1940s the Tudeh
attractedalargefollowinginlran’snorthernprovincesby
manipulating  the unfamiliarity of the populace wih is goas and
the special  intemational acumstances prevaiing a te tme. May
llanan  ammy oficers joned the Tudeh.
The Soveets  distrusted Dr. Mossadeg, obeding t© his oppostion
O spedd  pivieges for Moscowvin ks notem o feds. Toeing
theSovietline, the Tudehobstructed, opposedandattackedDr.
Mossadeg. In the afermath  of the 1953 coup tat reinsiaied the sheh,
theTudehwasalsosuppressed.Many Tudehmemberswerearrested;
d o ter aresed lkades eemdy oopeaed Uy wih te sheh
Many former Tudeh leaders later  became SAVAKand court  officials.
The Tudeh's tainted past undemmined s  credbiity among Iranians.
SomeTudehleaderswhohadsoughtsanctuaryinthe Soviet
Union and East Gemany, reumed to lran with the fal of the Shah
in 1979 and reestabished the paty apparatus.  Not surprisingly, in
bind obedience t Moscow, the Tudeh colaborated wih the mulahs
until1984,whentheywerearrestedbytheKhomeiniregime. The
partyadmittedtocooperatingwiththe Pasdaran againstthe
Mojahedinandotheropponents.lnsummerof1981,the Tudeh
Secretaty  General, Nooreddn  Kianou, issued anoutageous cal D
the French govemment to extradite Massoud Rajavi to the Khomeini
regime. Thepartysupportedthemassexecutionsof1981andwrote
in is newspaper that ‘Rapvi  and US.  imperigism” were responsbie
for the Wings. Aler te aress o 1984, and patodaly aler te
disiniegration o the Sovet Unon, te paty sipped o odivion
The Fedayeen Maoiy & afadon o te Omganzaion  of Peopes
Fedayeen Guerillas of ran. This MandstLeninist organization was
fomed in te lae 1960s and waged amed stuggle  against the shah.
After the fal of the monarchy, amajor spit occured in the group
ad afadon cding isef te Maoiy joned ranks wih the Tudeh
in1979. Thisgroupmimicked Tudehpoliciesand, muchlikethe
Tudeh, was died wih the regme unil the amest of s membersin
1984. The goups treachery  knew no bounds. Its members cooperated
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withKhomeini's Pasdaran intheinterrogationandtortureof

Mojahedin and other  political prisoners. % The Majoity  marched in
stepwiththe Tudeh, callingMojahedinpolicies"liberal”and
advantageoustoU.S.interests. Today, theregimeanditsallies
essentiallymakethemostoftheirhystericenmitytowardthe

Mojahedin.

TheNational Front

TheNationalFront,ledbyDr.MohammadMossadeq,wasformed
inthelate 1940s. ltwasapopularmovementwhichrepresented
different sedos  of ranian socely. After the shah wasrestored  in
1953, the National Font wes, for a pracical puposes,  dissolved.
In the 1960s, duing Kennedys presidency, te Second National FHort
wasfounded,butitsactiviiescametoendwiththecrackdownin
thewinterandspringof1963.Dr.Mossadegneverendorsedthe
Second Natonal Font fom his homein exde. After 1963 the Thid
National Fot wesfomed abwed, et & 1o, wesrgpdy  dsmanted

Inthewakeoftheshah'soverthrow,Dr.Mossadeq'sfollowers
founded the National Democraic Font in 1979. The NDFis presenty
amemberoftheNCR.

In recent years, vaious indviduals in Europe have occasionaly
announcedtheformationofthe“NationalFront."Mosthavebeen
linkedtotheregime. One,AhmadAnvari,putoutapublication,
Jebheyre Mebon |, fr sometime in London. The publication, devoed
to opposing the Mojahedin, washalted in 1991, and Anvari retumed
to Iran, where he dosely ocooperates with the derical regme. The
regime has on occason  also  misappropriated the namedf the National
Fot to issue satements against the lranian Resistance. A recent
incdent invoved saements  issued in Washingon, DC, against  the
JulymarchinsupportoftheNCR'sPresident-elect. Inreality,
honvever, tday tere s nosuch goup as te Naional Fot”  Pethaps
the State Departmentcan provide anorganizationaladdress

ff te Depatment s usng te tem ‘Nafonal Fon’ N reference
toMr.KarimSanjabi,thefirstforeignministeroftheKhomeini
regme and aleader of the Second Natonal Fort, i shoud be ponied
out that in his memoirs, published in 1989, Sanjghi specfied  that
“TheNationalFrontnowlacksanyorganizationalstructure”and
‘the  publications preseny put out under the nameof the National
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Fot.  ae not ofica ogans”  Sanghl  added tat he had leamed
muchtohisregretthatsomemembersoftheNational Fronthad
“opportunistically o to eam alvng” tmed to Shapour Bakhtiar

The auhos  can rest assued thet nohing s ket of the Natona
Font but its name. A codliion cannot extend membership to a non-
eniy. Ayquesions in tis regad can berefered 0 Sanigh,  now
N yeas of age ad aresident of the US.

Inhismemoirs, Sanjabihaswrittenthatoneofhispointsof
departurewiththeMojahedinwasthelatter'sacceptanceofthe
KurdistanDemocraticPartyandmembershipofDr. Qassemlouin
theNCR.Wheredidthe KDPand Qassemlougettheright,”he
asks,"todemandautonomyonbehalfofthepeopleofKurdistan?” s
Sanighi  adds: ‘Qassemiou and his gang, ke the Koumula, are realy
SECESSONSS adae Inked t the poides of foreigners. They wart
o cover wther tue naure”

Despte his dfferences  wih the Moghedn, Sanghi says in his
book

The stugge  and sacriices of the Moghedn against the despoic,  ignorant

and anti-Hranian regme of the mulahs are irefuiable... And one cannot

denythefactthattheheroicoperationsofthosemenandwomenwhotied

bombs aound  ther  waiss  and  saaiiiced ter s ®© eimnae te bood

thirstyenemyareamazingmanifestationsofbraveryandofthehistoric

ressiance  of tis naion against oppresson and injustce. The Mojghedin

havesacrificedtheirivesmorethananyothergroup. Thousandsofthem

havebeenexecuted,andthousandsmorearesufferingundertorturein

prisons.Nomovementandnoorganizationwhichstrugglesagainstthe

mulahs  despoic  regime can and must not ever ignore  the tremendous  impact

o ter  sugge  *

Monarchists

Asfar as te monadhisls  ae concemed, dams of ther  exsence

in ean are farcoca For al pracical puposes, tey are an exinct

specieswithinlran. Thereisnotoneinstanceofactivitybya

monarchistgroupinsidelranthatwouldsupportthenotionthat

they have somesot of suppot or even acualy exist
Amonglraniansabroad, thereareanumberof ‘organizations”

and individuals who profess  suppot  for  the monarchy. They do not,

however,representanyoneoranythingbutthemselvesandtheir

“organizations,”usuallyamerepostofficeboxaddressoran
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amsneing sence.  Essentialy, ther only admiy, a te behest of
ther  benefacors, 5 O ssue saemens opposng the Moghedn, for
useinbrandingtheNational CouncilofResistanceoflranas
“undemocratic.” &
fomer members of the shah's regime, and are therefore  implicated
n tat regmes aimes, espedaly duig 8 bt Syeas Thee ae
thesamepeoplewhowereoustedfromiranbytheentiretyofthe
lenian  nation, adter rem © power n lan s about askey as
the reum of monardy b Fance Al polica ad ehicd  pincpes
asde, it s ocommonsense that unon wih such nooious  forces  would
onlydisgracetheMojahedinandNCR,andserveasapropaganda
windfal  for the regme, which would promptly label the Mojahedin
as suppoters  of e reum  of monady O Ilan. I such diances are
a gauge of democracy, wewould rather leave them to these people’s
advocatesinthe StateDepartment

For instance, one of the groups mentoned in the repot is the
FlagofFreedom. Previouslythe State Departmentreferredtothe
groupasthe CampaignforDemocracyandHumanRightsiniran. 61
ThegroupisheadedbyManouchehrGanji,aformerministeruntil
the fnal days of the shah's regime. Ganj was also a hightanking
offical of the SAVAK Duing his sudes abmad, he wes responsble
for  sunvelance o goposion Sudent  adiiies. In the 1970s, he wes
head of the Colege of Lawat Tehran Universiy, apost from which
he was ousted by sudents for his ivovement  wih the shahs  secret
pie

AnothergroupmentionedisthelranianConstitutionalists.
Accodng o the goups handd  of members, it hes never taken shape
Mehrdad Khonsar, refered 1t as is spokesman, has said:  “We never
succeededinbringingtogetherallofthedifferentmonarchist
endences. It s ovious nowta tis 5 much moe dificut than we
hadthought,andldon’tthinkitwilhappenanytimeinthenear
u]e.” 62

Indeed, any knomedgeable Iran obsenver cannot but regard this
pat o te repot IS qiidems and kessons  on demotracy,  as utiery
ridiculous. In the wods of te Leader of the Ianan Ressance, te
best yardsick  for evaluaing the democratic nature of a movement
s the extent t which it has put up afght aganst ddatorship and
te degee © whch t 5 wing © sagiice  for democary. ff tat
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the case, te Moghedn have passed and repassed ther st for three
decages.

The Cruxofthe Matter

TheNationalCouncilofResistanceoflranwelcomesdiverse
poiitical vews and iis doos are open b al democraic  forces.  The
NCR'sprogramrepresentsthecommondenominatorofthepolitical
agendas of s members. Any prospecive membercan jon  the Coundl
by acceping s program. This does not necessarly meanthat they
must fogo ther  own poliical o idedogcal peferences. Al ae free
toholdtheirownviews, eveniftheydifferromthosecfother
members, indudng  the Mojghedn. Al can srive to add iems from
theiragendastothe Council'splatformbyparticipatinginthe
democratic  process recognzed in the Coundl.  The groups mentoned
by the State Department, howewver, have no recod of beleving in or
abding by democratic  princples. The NCRnas never cooperated  with
them, nor is there any reason © beliee it wl dosoin te fure
Anycooperationwithsuchgroupsviolatesthe NCR'sfounding
principles ad iis god to end dictorship and esebish  democracy
in Iran. Oneof the pimary reasons for the Coundls  endurance and
iy  Visaws the mulahs  reigous, terrorist dicistorship 5 the
nssence onthese vay  princples adte s © on ks wih
such groups.

Afier 10 years of animosty and the sameod accusafons — against
theMojahedinandNCR, the State Departmenthasnothingnewto
add o s accusaions - an admisson  of the NCR's non-colaboration
withsuchgroups. TheDepartmentfurtheradmitsthattheNCRwas
initaly a‘bona fide oodliion’ conssing  of ‘many elements  of the
Iranianopposition.” Inpreviouscommunicationsaswell,the
Depatment  has confrmed  that “The NCRdid, a is  incepion, indude
adexe m@ge o leen gpodon goys’ Theeoe, hn d fanes
t must besad tat if the absence of such goups dd nat prevent the
Depatment from assessng the NCRas a bona fide  coaliion then, it
soud o,  logcaly, be afador now. Wecan oy condude,  therefore,
that such exauses noware inended t futher apoicy so disgracelul
that the Depatment hesiates to comeout wih it

The Khomeni regime s at iis lowest pont, engufed in economic
and sodal aises.  Comupion s rampant The problem of succession
n te ’igos  kadasp 5 iresovabe geding deep s N te
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higherechelonsanddesertionsamongtheranksofthevery
supportersuponwhomtheregimereliesforsuppression. Public
dsooiet 5 onte e Ralsanpn hes faled, despe Wesem  hopes
to the contrary. Even many “moderaion”  theorists in the West have
admited that ahead les only deepening cises. Onthe other hand,
regadess of the Siale  Depatments  alegaiions, tee s no saious
contenderforpoweriniranotherthanthe National Councilof
Ressance. Preassy  because tere s such an aemaive, a o te
rgMes pobems quddy tum inb  poiical ssues tat thregen s
existence.  Therefore, the lranian Resistance has a greater chance
than ever befoe of esiabishing democracy in Ilan. This does not st
gt wih the holdouts for lrangate and supporters  of essentialy
the samepoicy that resuted in the 1953 coup.
Theunrealisticinflationofpersonsandgroupsthathaveno
chance in lan s but a propaganda ploy t©0 weaken the resistance. it
is, moreover, futle, because the drcumstances in lran today are
differert fom those of 1953. The Depatment s ladvised o pusue
aire whch wvi kad D yet aoher pocy e n len
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