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Popular Base

The State Department report  alleges that the Maoahedin  and Iranian
Ressance bk popdaly andasocd bese Whie oy te eedoaie
can best gauge the populaity o apeson o a poiica oganization,
the prevaing rpesson h len eminaies  the posshily o avaid
pudc  opnon pdl
In aletter to Rep. Lee Hamiton in 1984, the State Department
acknomedged that between 1979 and 1981, before the imposiion  of
“The Moghedn ralies  afraced  hundreds of thousands of people” 1
The Department also noted that the Mojghedn were the only “group
wih enough firstround voes t© quaify canddates for the runoff
Rajavi and Khiabani seemed assured of winning..” In his book, The
IranianMojahedin ,Ervand Abrahamianwrites:“TheMojahedin
candidates  won enough votes to fighten  the IRP [ISlamic  Republic
Party, closelytiedto Khomeini]. Theydid sowellinsome
oonsiiLences. tet te bcd adhoiies hed © dose donnte voing
pds onte vy b dy of te éedons D peet ter  \vdoy. in
the povinces as awhoe, the Moahedin odleted  as many as 906480
votes,yetwonnoseats. ThelRP,ontheotherhand,obtainedno
more than 1617422 woes, and yet wonover half the ninety-six seats
filedinthefirstround.” 2Thestrongshowingwasespecially
sgnificant n gt o the ad ta ‘Khomen trew the whde weght
ofhischarismabehindtheclergy,”andpubliclyattackedthe
MojahedininhisNewYear'sspeech,coiningthesiogan“A monafeq
[Mojghed] is more dangerous than a kafer  [nonbeliever]” 3
Ater the frst  round of the elections, the Mojghedn  publiczed
numerous documents, reveaing that in Telvan adone the balot  boxes



DemocracyBetrayed

hed been sufed wih haf amilon voes n favor of te ning IRP
canddates, someamving a the electora monitofing  headquarters
fon ore o 15days ater te we.  Yet even the ngged resus  showed
thet in Tetvan, one in for woers had cast ter balos for Massoud
Rajad. In oher diies, the announced figures shoud have gven the
Mojahedinatotalof35seats(relativetothelslamicRepublican

Paty), but Khomeini dd not alow even one memberof the Moahedin
D beceoed D e Mg . Acodng © te diicely decbed  foues
the 25 represeraives fom the ning paty eleded i oher dies
had atotal of 506673 wvots, Mr. Raavi receved 531943 wotes in
Tehran.WhentheMojahedincalledfornewelectionsinTehran,
Khomeini'sRevolutionaryCouncilappointedashamcommissionto

Betweenthetwoelectionroundsin1980, LeMonde wrote:

With his educaonal  ledures and his youth (only 32 yeas od), M. Rajavi
has alage  foloning. His - political ries in te capil and oher dies

afract  cronmds of 100000, 200000 and sometmes 300000 people. His fame
s nohing new. In 1971, dwing his tial just before the magniicent 2500
year celebrations at Persepois, he ad the oher cenral  commitee members
of the Moghedn condemned the dictatorship and despoism of the monarchic
regme wih adeady ocouage. Hewas sentenced to death, but an excepiona

campaignonhisbehalfwasundertakenwordwide. Amnestyintemational,

different European humanrights  organizations, associations of jurists,

French  poliiical figures  such as FHancols Miterand ~ and President  Georges
Pompidou asked the shah for demency. Six months later, the shah gave in
andcommutedhisdeathsentencetolifeimprisonment. ButuntilJanuary

1979, two weeks before the regime's colapse,  he undewent the most brutal
foms o ore 4

Commentingontheriggedelections, LeMonde adds:

Onthe basis of documents, the Mojahedinrepeatedly exposedthe

ireguiiiies, pessues, gy and bruslies tet @ned te i oud
of elecions. Some2500 of ther suppotes  were inured, 50 seriously, in
atads by amed hezbolshi bands duing  eedion  ralies. The edions ~ were
held in the shadow of the Idlamic  pasdaran's  weaponry...

Moghedn  representaives whotied © compan a te poing  Saions,
were tromn out, beaten and even arested.... As for the Moghedin request
thet Tehran's eecion resuts be dedared nul and vod, the Revoutionary
Councl has designated a commission t look into the matter and prepare a
repot N amonth. Rav says that it woud be ‘regretiable if the Majs
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dd not refec  te popdar wi  Wehae payed the democaic  gamefaily,
because weconsider ourseMes  as suppoters of coexistence among different
poliical tendencies... Amonopolized pariament  wil only aggravate our
differences and enguf our county in an omnous tmol”  °

Duringthepresidentialelections,Khomeiniissuedafatwa,
veoing Rajavis candidacy because he had boycotted the velayate
fagh  consiitutional referendum.  To prevent  an outbreak  of dashes,
Mr. Rajavi withdrew,  inspiing even Khomein, accordng 1 his son,
b pase hs nobiy and gacousness. Le Moewoe n ts regad

...Accordingtodiverseestimates, hadlmamKhomeininotvetoedhis

canddacy n the presidental decion  last Januay, M. Rajav, woud have
ooten severd miion woes. Hewes, moreover, assued of te suppot  of the
reigious and ethnic  minoriies - whose fights  to equalty and autonomy he
defended - and a good pat of the female wvote, who seek emancpaton, and
te young whotody et te ‘eedoray  deyl.  °

WhenRajavisubsequentlyraninthepariamentaryelections,

a  polica pates adgops edng a te e eoxt te ning
paty, endosed his canddecy. Duing te secod sage, hs supporters
includedthenationalists,ethnicandreligiousminorities, the

communists, large sectionsofthebazaar,andmanywriters,
intellectualsandacademics.EvenPrimeMinisterMehdiBazargan

issued astatement caling onwvoters to endorse Massoud Rajavi, as
the ‘representative o an enthusiasic segment of faithful youth” 7

AsthePresidentAbolHassanBani-Sadracknowledged,onthe
bess of anopnon pd ©en byhs dice Rad weste most popuer
caxidae for the vicepresidency, wih 38%. Other poliical figures,
such as MohammadHossein Beheshti, the leader of the ning pary,
were the choice of no more than 10%of those polied.

As for the Mojahedin's influence in the bazaar, oconsidered the
tracitional bese of suppot for the mulahs,  suficenty eing ae
themanybusinessmenwhosenamesappearinthelistofexecution
vdims  of the Khomeni regme. Khomeini regliated harshly  against
the bezaar for s exensve finandal and poitical backing of the
Mojghedin. For example, the daly FEelaat wrote in October 1981
that“15majorbazaarmerchantswerearrestedinconnectionwith
theMojahedin.”Amongthoseexecutedwere HajHossein Tehrani
Kia,HajAttaMahmoudian,AliAsgharZehtabchi, AhmadJavaherian
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and HassanAli Safai, al highly respected in the Tehran bazaar.
Hundredsmorefromthe Tehranbazaarandotherciiesareonthe

B o te mays
Thus, as long as peacefl  polical adiiy wes a posshity, the
Mojahedin  were Iran's  maost popular  poliical organization. it is

importanttorecallthatduringthisera, Khomeiniwasnotyet

recognized as the despcabe  fgue hes tday, nor hed the Moghedn
yet paid so heaw apice to lberate  ther homeland, inspring the
tut o ther peope Dexple severe restidions onther freedom of
acon, the Mopghedin's popular base gew at arae adaming o the
mulahs, as admonedged by the Depatment of Sate and is  sources.

The Departments  urwilingness to acknomedge ewven those fadts
o which t pevousy susobed & patadaly unceting. Insteed,
it avdy sets about proving is holow hypothesis.  The Mojahedin
ae upopdar, weae asked D bdeve, becarse te Ressances  fooes
arebasedinlrag,andbecausetheMojahedinandNCRsoughtan
endtokhomeini'swar.Animportantpointgetslostinthe State
Department'sshuffie. Theoverwhelmingmajorityofthelranian
peope were opposed to Khomenis  beligerence duing the IrarHrag
confict Afer the wihdawal of g foces n June 1982 thee wes
no jstisbie reeson for oconnung  hodliies. For s reason, fom
theoutset, thepublicsupportedtheMojahedinandNCR’sdemand
for peace and efiots 0 end the devestation. M. Ragadis mowet te
Iran-Iragfrontierwasalsoawelcomestep. Inadditiontothe
thousands  of patrioic youhs whojoned the Resstance fores, many
amy oficers and sodes a0 deseted Khomeils ranks © jon  te
NationalL iberationAmyafiran.Intheensuingbattiesagainst
Khomeiis forces, more llanan  miitary personel  deseted  en masse
and cooperated  wih Resstance  foces onthe fed  Soon the pasdaan
were the only force that fought the Mohedin.

The hypothesis is al the more feeble six years after Khomeini
quafed what he desabed as the ‘posonous  ddice  of the ceasdiie”
ad fve yeas ater heded Theregmes ouret leaders,  induding
KhameneiandRafsanjani,haveacknowledgedtheastronomicalcost
of the unpatriotic war, and have persistently ied to expand ther
rhions wih g pevousy  desobed  &s ‘e nidd”

ff te Moghedns pesence n kg were so dsoeding, t 5 oly
commonsensethattheregimewouldplayitup,andcertainlynot
trytoundermineit. Onthecontrary, Tehranhasdoneeverything
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posshle to have te Moghedin ousted from lrag and restict their
freedomofaction. ltiscommonknowledgethatthemullahsfirst
formallyannounceddemandonthegovernmentofirag,aswellas
te i+ oodion  tey set onnomaizng rebions  wih that  county,
istheMaojahedin’sexpulsion. Atthesametime, theMojahedin’s
pesence n kg 5 waydomnte B o te regmes gievaes  aganst
the organization in its propaganda barages. The charge is realy
directedatanintemationalaudiencetotamishtheimageofthe
Resistanceabroad. ltisbutoneaspectoftheregime’shidto
inlragtotheResistance’sdetriment. Foritspart, thelraqi
governmenthascorrectystatedthattheMojahedinareequally
pesent in wesem counties. @

TheNCR peacepolicywasvindicatedwhenKhomeiniatlast
suocumbed D a ceasedie, aler eght yeas of destudion and natordl
debiitation. Support for the NCRrose dramatically. The regime’s
subsequent dedings wih Irag and atempts o improve tes  further
discreditthe State Department'stheory. Atthesametime, the
podny o te Ressacds fotes D lanen  feniay, esbing  them
tomakeadecisivemove, ishearteningforlranians,whichiswhy
the regme has been Eling s suppotes  for te past year that the
Moghedn no longer have a sgnificant foce in lag, that most have
goneabroadandonly600remain.

Certaincircleswithinthe State Departmentneedtoportray
Khomeinls wamongeing as accepiable,  despie  the lranan  people's
inclinations, United Nationsresolutions,and measuresby
intemational oganzations and soceties, so tat they can condude
onthet holow bass tat the Moghedn lost ther populaity  due 0
theirpeace campaignandthe presence of Mr.Rajaviandthe
Resstance's  mitary amaong the lladrag  fonter. Accoding o
aReurs dspaich from Washingon, however, the recent Scud missie
atack and fareup  of hostites betveen the Mopghedn  and Iran's
ruers  ‘indicates that Tehran does not share that view” ° Beyond al
ts dwe te and n Pas o Ms MayamRagd, te Ressances
presdent-eledt, the Moghedn's  popuiarty 5 nolonger a sue

ATestofPopularity

Assessinganybody'spopularityunderKhomeini'sreligious
wany 8 noeasy task Orerdidbe  indicator s that in the bt 14
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years, over 100000 people have been executed and a greater  number
imprisonedonpoltticalcharges. Theoverwhelmingmajoritywere
membersorsympathizersofthe Mojahedin. Despitethisbrutal
suppresson, tere s noquesion tat te Moghedn are today Iran's
Katzmanofthe CongressionalResearch Servicewrites: “Most
observersacknomedgethatPMOlisthemostactiveandeffective
Iranianoppasitiongroup,andstatementsfromiraniancfficials
ugoest tat tey ae genundy  concemed about the goups  capebity
o fan domesic unrest” ¥
Theregime'spropagandaisalsoatelingsign. Despitethe
mushs  efols  © esabish tat te Moghedn ae fished 1 len,
evenyday redles reveal that the organization has many supporters
troughout the county. This has compeled the regme t admowedge
te Maoghednis  popuiady, despie  an ofical poy o not menfonng
ther name. In Juy 1994, ofiicals announced that in one threeweek
period,theregime’snewsagency,IRNA, hadpublished300anti-
Mojahedin  news reports  and analyses.  This number does not include
the hundreds of artides and news reports  Tehran's  dalies  publish
domestically against the Moghedn and lranian  Resistance.
The auhos  of the repot have faled 1t eqlain  howthe regimes
onthe Ressance’'s  bases dong te ladag  frontier are indicaive
of the Resistance's  unpopulary. Whydoes the regime risk breaking
intemational lws O get a a dsoedied foce thet 5 not a‘viebe
atemative” in Ian? Rather than addressng any of these questons,
the State Deparfment grudgingy dings to a ridiculous reasoning,
claimingthatthe regime’swidespreadpropagandaagainstthe

Moghedn s due b the organization's unpopuiarity.

Straightfromthe Horse’sMouth

Abhuge poest by 200000 pecpe euped i te industial dy of
QazvinonAugust3,1994. Theregimeimmediatelyidentifiedthe
Mojahedn as the demonstration’s oganizers, 2 and the authorties
andthe mediawarned ofthe growinginfluence of Mojahedin
sympathizersoneventsiniran. Shortlythereafter,asimilar
demonstraion  rocked Qaemshahr, ® nothem  Ian, in proest o the
execuion of a Moghedin  supporter.

In Aprl 1992, the statetun  newspaper Ressaaf woe that  the
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Mojghedn had oganzed the demonstaion in Shiraz, * which Agence
France Presse descibed as the “argest  demonstation  of the last
decade.” *InSpring1992,Mashad(lran'ssecondlargestcityand
homeoftheHolyShrineoftheeighthShiitelmam)erupted. The
pubics  rage was directed at govemment institutions. The city's
mayortoldthelocalpressthattheMojahedinhadparticipatedin
the proest in “an omanzed manner” A joumalist for the Briish
weekly Economist wasamongthosedetainedandinterrogated, for
10hours.Shewrote:“ThequestionsconcentratedonthePeople’s
Muighideen... Before ths inodent it had madesense t be skepical
of the Mujghideen's dams that they were behind the disturbances
N saed lenen dies n te past moth The amys  sensiy on
the matter has nowaroused abit of doubt” v

InJune1992, Rafsanjanipubliclyreiteratedtheextensive
presenceoftheopposition: WWedohaveenemies,bothinsideand
ousice the county.. Our enemy is oganzed abroad, and the [wol
are n contact wih each other. They are spread out in the sodely,
they are everywhere” ¥

Most Iran observers note that Mojahedin membersand
sympathizers are te man tagets  of lans  inemad  seamy  forces
Sate Depatment  dfidals ae, o ooue, wd awae o ts ad hae
acknowledgeditintheirannualhumanrightsreports.\Whensucha
resstance  not only sunives,  but manages to expand, does that not

if, asthe State Depatment contends, al the above indicators
are not suficent o confim abroad base of popuar suppot for the
Resstance,  then wemust logicaly condude that the lranian  peope
suppot  ther  oppressors,  one of the wodds  most aiminal  regimes.
Pehaps tis s preasely  the conduson  intended by the authos  of
the repot It has been impied, rather than sated, because of the
regme’'s  disrepute. if this is not the case, then wechdlenge the
Departmenttosubstantiateitsunfoundedclaims. Howhasit
managed to pol the lranian people for their views? The Department
has avery poor record in readng events in lIran. Rememberthat as
the shah uched onte bink Ameican foregn poicy  confidenty -
and notoriously - conduded that there was no serious opposiion  to
themonarch,andthathewouldnotbeoverthrown.  Alithisgood
newscamefromtrustedfriendsintheshah’'sSAVAK.

The October 1993 announcement of Mrs. RajaMs anva  in Paris
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set the mulshs nb  hyskerics. Retgliatory ads induwded tenorst

attacksontheFrenchembassyandAirFranceofficeinTehran. 2

Sl  another  indication of popuar suppot for the Resstance was

thecampaigniniranofnationalsolidaritywithPresident-elect

Maryam Rajavi, and simultaneous  demonstrations in 16 ciies  of the

worldinJuly 1994. Hundreds ofthousands ofbrochureswere

distributedthroughoutlraninsupportofMrs. Rajaviandthe

National Cound of Resstance. Abroad, 50000 lenans raied  for

Mrs.Rajavinmeetingsanddemonstrations. Thesegatheringsof

20000 lanans in Bonn, 3000 in Washington, 3000 in Los Angekes,

5,000inStockholm,and6,000in The Hague (halfthelranians

resdng in The Netherdands)  are resliies that cannot be ignored. %

Followingtheannouncementoftheproposedcampaigniniranand

aboad, the regme's Foreign Minister twice summonedthe diplomatic

cops n len b wan tem aganst  pemiting NCRaciviies in ther

countries. In an offical pea to France, Tehran demanded that the

Ressance's Juy 21 soidaiy ooncet i Pas  be baned, 2 and asked

theU.K.torevokeitspermitforthe Londonmarch. % Theregime

aso vehementy proested adssdent rado program in Briin, and

has repeatedy uged the Biish  govemment to ban the broadcast 2

InSeptember-October1994,theResistanceagainiaunchedamajor

campagn n an, aweek of soidaity wth lanan schod chiden %
Whenal s sad and done, f the Sae Depatment raly  beleves

theMojahedinlackpopularsupport,thenitshouldprovidean

e@anaion o the above fads.

International Support

Since1981,theMojahedinandNational CouncilofResistance
haveceaselesslyendeavoredtoraise publicawarenessofthe
Khomeini regime’s cimes against the lranian people, and provided
informationtopariamentsandintemationalorganizations. They
have argued wih comnvidion  that the medeval regme in lran  should
notbesupported. Earlyon, Resistanceactivistsincountries
troughout the world established  tes with members of parfiament,
plicd  dylaes ok Bor uls st repesTEhes
mayos, e, ®© infom them of the regime's caimes and introduce  the
Natonal Councl of Resistance.  Soon, North American and European
politiciansextendedvaluablesupporttothe Council. Scoresof
pariamentarians and poiiical dignitaries met wih Mr. Rajavi in
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Pais, dedaing ther suppot for the Iranan Resistance.  Envand
AbrahamianreferstoMr. Rajavi'smeetingsandthe Council’s
intemational humanrights  assodations; o specal heaings of the
United Nations;, and to the annual meetings of such vaied poliical
oganzatons as te Sodalst Inemationdl, the Bish  Labour Paty,
the Brtish  Lberal Paty, the Gemman Chrisian  Democraic  Party,
theltalianCommunistParty, the ltalian ChristianDemocratic
Paty.” 2 M. Raavi acceped someof the inviations, where he met
wih paty leaders and govemment officals.
Mr.Abrahamianalsonotesthemanyannouncementsofsupport
for the lanen Resslance, wing  ‘Ore pefion  against  the blood
tisty medevd regme, crouiated in Euope and the Unted States
in mid1983, got the endorsement of some 1,700 polticians, labour
organizersanduniversityprofessors,includingMaximeRodinson,
Eric Hobsbawm, and Charles Tily.  Another petition, circulated in
fity-seven difierert couties n ealy 1986, ddaned the Sgnatues
of oer 5000 pbic fgues, indwdng 3300 peremenialy  deputes,
manyoftheminBritain, France, Italy, Sweden,Holland, West
Germany,andindia.” Z Thislastpetiionwasinsupportofthe
National Coundl of Resstance's  peace poicy - the samepoicy the
Sate Department repot  assaled  as unpopuiar  wih  franians  because
of ter opposton  © peace and ter perogpion  of the Maoahedn as
linkedtolrag. Thepetitionattestedtotheglobalawarenessof
Khomenis wamongering and the lranian  peope's  suppot for  peace.
SupportfortheNational CouncilofResistancehaspickedup
paceinrecentyears.Over1,500pariamentarianssupportedthe
Councl as the only democraic — aftemative to the Khomeini regime
in awordwide  iniiaive in 1992. The parfamentarians sressed  in
ther Satement ‘Nealy thee yeas afier Khomenls death, te myh
ofmoderationhascometoanend. Thespreadofactsofprotestin
Ien and the ovewheming boyoot of the regmes eedon  face  upon
the cal by the lanan Resistance, demands greater  intemational
atenon  and suppot for the democratic  allemative, the National
Cound of Resslance” 2
AUS. House of Representatives majoity  dedared:  “Bxperience
wihin lans peope ae te best impedment to the lanan  regime’s
abuse of popular reigious seniments. Hence, this ressance s the
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solutiontothe phenomenonoffanaticfundamentalism.Weare

corvinced that suppot for the National Councl of Resstance wil

contributetotheachievementofpeaceandstabilityforallthe

coutes  of the regon” ®
INOctober1992,sixty-twoU.S.Senatorsannouncedinajoint

Statement

Resolutionsbythe U.N.HumanRights Subcommissionandthe European
Pafament  depoed the connung  incease i tenorist achiviles against
dssdents  aboad, indudng  te faled pot N December 1991 o assassiate
Mr. Massoud Rajavi, Presdent of the Naiond Cound of Ressane of Iran
OnApil 5 1992, the Rafsanani govemment alamed at te spread of
popuir poess,  aussed  niemationdl borders  in vioktion o inemational
law to bombard an opposiion  base in another bd to kil the opposiion's
leaders.. Weare covinced  thet te tme has comefor te free wold © jon
together against the humannghts abuses of te lanan regime. Recenty, a
majorityofthemembersoftheU.S.HouseofRepresentatives,and1,300
pariamentariansfrom19othercountriesissuedstatementscondemning
the violations of humannghts in Ian and suppoing  the lranian  people’s
Resistance. ¥

ThesedistinguishedmembersofCongresscertainlywerenot
totheextremestowhichsomelrangateholdoutsinthe Department
went o dssuade members of Congress fom endosing the  iniiatives.
Ohviously,theireffortsfailed, despitesevenyearsofnegative
statementsfromthe DepartmentabouttheMojahedin. Thatsaysa
lotaboutthecredibilityoftheallegationsagainstthelranian
ResistanceamongU.S.lawmakers,whoseethe StateDepartment's
poicy onte Moghedn as “‘nappropriate.”

Inspiteofthe State Departmentclaims, todaythe National
Councl of Resstance is widely recognzed in the woidd as the only
viebe democaic  alematve o the Khomen regme in len. Cound
membersregularly meetwith Europeangovernmentofficials
recogizing  te lanan  Ressance, for an exdange of viens on recent
developmentsinlran. Theseexchangeshavecontributedtomutual
understanding. 3! Simultaneously,the Councilisintouchwith
govemmentsintheMiddieEastandwithotherlslamiccountries,
amongwhomithasfound considerable understanding ofthe
Khomeiniregime'sterroristandfundamentalistnatureandthe
Ressance's goas. In revenng  te Counds  nemational backing,
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the State Departmenthasonceagaindistortedthefacts, bynot
mentioningthisbroadsupport,specificallyoftheCongressional

mejoiy,  and alegng et te Moghedn are oy suppoted by g
Documentspertainingtothematterhavealwaysbeenavailableto

the Stte Depatment Pehaps tere s adesgn to tis pretense of
ignorance.  Howelse to misrepresent a movement with  long-standing
credibity oy afew steets away on Captdl Hil, and in European
andMiddleEastercapitals?Howelsetoconsciouslycourtthe

mullahs?

What'satlssue?

Fnaly, weoomed the real ssuee Whats the Sate  Depatments
problem with the Mojahedin? If the Resistance tuly lacks popular
sppot, B ‘ot aviebe  aemative) 5 ‘a meedd’ b “shund
by maost Iranians,” has been discredited among poliicians and the
Tehran regime s “aware of [is]  unpopularity,” what possble  threat
can it pose b anyone?

Sowhydothemullahssodesperatelyseekitsdestruction,
domestically and intemationally? In aconvoued twis, the State
Departmentclaimsthattheregimeconductsitsbarrageofant-
Mojahedinpropagandanoctbecausetheyarepopular,butbecause
they ae unpopuar, suggesing tat this provides the regime wih a
means of  discrediing is opporerts. Benif weacep this teay for
Ian, then howto expain the regme's hysterical obsesson  wih the
MojahedinandNCRinternationally? TheMojahedinandNational
CouncilofResistancearealwaysontheagendainanydiplomatic
contactbytheregime. Theyareblastedineveryspeechin
intemational bodes, and in al witen communicaions with these
organizations. fwebelievethe StateDepartment'sreport the
Mojahedin and Councl have no support  intemationally, other than
g Sowhet 5 al te fuss about?

Many dipomats  have privately admited that it s unprecedented
for aregme to cary on so muchpropaganda against its opposiion.
Many have saidthateveniftheydid notknowthe Mojahedin
personaly, tey codd hae redzed ther  aecbily fom te regmes
behavior.WhyelsewasU.S.rejectionoftheMojahedinamajor
condion in the lrangate dealings?  Poliical noms dctate that a
oenmen’s response - a poliical e be gpopiee © te BES
qyicane
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US. poicy contradicts isef by potraying  the Mojghedn and
Natonal Councl of Resistance as shunned by lranians  and without
intemational suppot,  whie a te sametme atiading te movement
in abd o ad the regime and prevent democraic  change in Iran, al
inonebreath. PerhapsitispossibletositinFoggyBottomand
denouncethelranianResistance’'sforcesinlranandatthelran-

Iraqg  fronter, brand the movement as discredited, hope thet  nobody
willhaveaccesstofirst-handinformationand abrakadabra ,the

Eventhe State Departmentiscompelledtoadmit, however
inconsistenty, that the Mogahedn have “offices in Europe, North
America, the Midde East, and Austala.” t s quie perplexing
howanorganizationcanhaveofficesthroughouttheworld, hold
demonstrations, enjoythe cooperationofpopularartistsand
for these adiies addl bk apopdar bese amonglanans. The
tuh s tat not one oher goup exsts wih onetenth or even one
hundredth  of these aciviles aboad.  The Moghedn and the National
Coud o Ressance have represenizive oiccs n a kst 170 dies
throughot te wodd. K it is possble 0 sustan so extensve  an
organization wihout — popular  suppoit,  then why can the monarchists,
who have pllaged  bilions of dolars of our naton's  wealth, not do
thesame?Someofthese peopleevenadmittobeingontheU.S.
govemments  payol  and in dred o indred oot wih the Sae
Depatment.  Whycan they not maintain  ofices in even seven dies?
Whyhavetheynotstagedevenonedemonstrationinthepast10
years, whose participants numbered at least 10 percent of those at
the Resistance’sdemonstrations?Iftheywerecapableofsuch
activities, the State Department would probably have promoted them
asviablepolitical organizations. Doubtless, the Department
understandsthemechanismsfarbetterthanwe,anditsadmission
of the Resslance's  exensve  organization and actvites abroad s
perhapsintendedtoavoidfurtherembarrassment.

200



