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Character Assassination

Charader  assassation, a pariciarly repugnant  poliical tedic, hes
been employed exensvely  throughout histoy.  Arecent extreme case
incontemporary Americanhistory, McCarthyism,hassincebeen
condemnedbythepublicandpoliicalcircles, bothDemocratand
Republican.Unfoundedchargeswereleveledtodiscreditcertain
artistsandpublicfigures,inahystericatmosphere.Slander,
dsioion, fahicaion adspEy  ae te b o te tade  Hies
popaganda minster,  Goebbles, beleved tat the bgger te ke,  the
more corvnang. Machiavel tught that the ends jusify  the means.
The State Depatment repot  on the Mojghedin  presents  a dassic
case. Inpreviouschapters,wehavediscussedatlengththe
Department'sallegationsagainsttheMojahedinandthelranian
Resistance. Thecommonthemethroughoutthereport, however,is
characer  assassination of Massoud Rajavi, the Leader of the Iranian
Ressance.  Few, if any, dus ae et uwsad M. R hes fosered
a “personality al’ laound himsef, s a‘revered leader,” 2 has an
“authoritarian,” 8 “auoaaic sye”  “hes manaed ‘fim  oowd o
theMojahedin, defacto  by1975"  S“hand-pickedanewleadership
fom amonghs pison coleagues”  © ‘Uniateraly dssoved  te PMOI
CentralCommitteeandpersonallyappointeda500-personCentral
Cound,” 7 ‘uniateraly decded o e te Cound ®© g’ &and
‘feoganzed  the Moghedn Mo  comparmentaized cels of admiy
that responded 0 hs oders o those of hs appontees’ 9 “Today his
fat (sc)  appearstobesimiaryunchecked” 0:UnderRajavi's
who coud  join... whowas worty of beng gven.. wing rnghts” .
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foong  ocoupes and famies D sepaae, agung  tet peope  should
devotetheirloveonlytoMasudandMaryamRajavi.” 2 Andthelist
goes on and on.

Here, wedo not intend to defend the person of Massoud Rajavi,
whoe ecod o tity  yeas o sugde  agangt e dehs  ddaioshp
and mulahs'  religious, termorist regme sands onis own. Asfar as
the alegations per se ae concemed, wehae repied  ©© tem n detal
n pevous depers. Hee the amis b dafy te tuh and eqose
ad bk O soupes D dien can  poiicd chedives.

The onslaught  is reminiscent  of the derical regme. Unable to
deny the Moghedin's  popularity, the mulahs and ther baders hawe
for yeas desobed the aganzaions keders & ‘teadheros  bdes
o ‘US. imperaism, lbad, Iag and e Sovet Unot” (whie & wes
stilviable),allinthesamebreath. TheMojahedin's ‘unaware”
suppoters ae heded © the gaons ke sheep, wih nowd  of ter
own, and ae ‘Obedent ony O ther leaders”

Apparerty, the auhos of the repat have the samebasc  outook,
i.e.alltheforcesanddistinguishedpersonaliieswhoareNCR
members, al  oficas and members of the Moghedin, and the majority
of the lranan people, who cooperate wih the Resistance or support
is gods, ae uanare ndviduas uder Massoud Rads  spl Whie
they eved most of the alegations a M. Red n hs posion  as the
Presdent of te National Cound of Ressance, te auhos ft no
compulsiontoaskevenasingle questionfromthe NCR'’s
representatives o members. At the sametime, even the most tivial
fats and smpe research by scholars  of whomthey approve, confirm
thatthesupportersoftheMojahedinandliranianResistanceare
essentialy fom te educated eiie  of anan socely.  Ther Sander
of he Resistance's leader s aninsut  to the lranan peope and
the generaion that has spared no sacifice for Iran's  independence
anddemocracy.

Historical Examples
Slnder and character  assassination have been used against the
nationalleadersofmanycountriesbyenemiesseekingtomake
headway.AbrahamLincoln,knowntodayasoneofthe“mostrevered
Americanpresidents,”cameunderattackfrombothsidesofthe
American  poiitical spectum duing the Cvl  War. They caled him
dictatorial, insane,  imesolute and unqualified o be Presdent and
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Commander-in-chief.Inhisbook, Don'tknowmuchabotitthistory ,
KennethC.Daviswrote:

Duringthewarhefacedoppositionfromonesidebyso-calledradical
Republicansandabolitionistsforhismoderationtowardslavery.More
dangerousoppositioncamefromthePeaceDemocrats,theremnantsofthe
northernDemocraticPartywhoweregiventhename“Copperheads”by

newspapers because they were so poisonous. Sympathefic to the South, the

CopperheadswantedtostopthewarandconsideredLincolnadictatorfor

his suspension of the Wit of habeas copus, the draft acts, and even the
Lincon  sumounted  these  challenges, winning the elecion  that cost

hm hs e Byte tme o hs assassnaion, Lincoh  had moved fom  resolie

commander-in-chief,prosecutingthewarathormendouscosts,tohealing

unifer. Whie somecaled him a dcaior, tee & lte doubt tet awesker

Presdent might hawe faled n the most basc st of Linoh's  presdengy.

pesenving  the Union from is  dissolution. B

AmorerecentcaseisthatofMartin LutherKing, whose
oponets huled d sofs o alegaions, tying n patoder D meke
anissle o hs peasonad lfe, t push him fom the spotight He was
kept under sunvellance, wihout the Atiomey Generals  pemission,
and hs hoel moms and tephones  tapped. Whenthese fecics tumed
upnothingofsubstance, hisdetractorswerenotdeterredfrom
chunng out more alegations. In the years shce his assassination,
historyhaspassedfinaljudgment,andMartinLutherKingis
consideredoneofAmerica’snationalheroes,evenbythoseofa
dieet  picd  phiosophy.

Fankdn D. Rooseet, one of Ameicas fve geat presdents, wes
caled a communist and antepublican.Davis wote that for many,
Roosevel's  actions were synonymous with sociaism  and communism:
‘Bven though things were geting  betier,  obscene whispers  and auel
jokeswerecommonaboutthecrippled Rooseveltandhiswife,
Eleanore...Someoftheserumorsweretingedwithant-Semitism,
liketheonethatRooseveliwasdescendedfromDutchJewswhohad
changedtheirnames.” 14

Inthe late 1940s and early '50s, Americaexperienced
McCarthyism.  In his book, APegpes Histoy of the Unied States |,
HowardZinnwrites:

Speaking t0 a Repubican  Women's Club in Wheeling, West Virginia, in ealy
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1950,[Sen.JosephMcCarthy]heldupsomepapersandshouted:“Ihave
hereinmyhandalistof205-alistofnamesthatweremadeknowntothe

Secretaryof Stateasbeingmembersofthe CommunistPartyandwho

nevertheless are sl woking and shepng poicy in te Sae  Depatment”
The next day, speaking in Sat Lake Cty, McCartty caimed he had alist of
fifty-seven(thenumberkeptchanging)suchcommunistsinthe State

Department.  Shotly  afieward, he appeared on the foor of the Senate with
photostatic copes of about ahuded dossers fom Sete Depatment  loyaly
files. Thedossierswerethreeyearsold,andmostofthepeoplewereno

longerwiththe State Department, butMcCarthyreadfromthemanyway,
inventing,adding,andchangingasheread.lnonecase,hechangedthe

dossers  desaipion o ‘beal’ 0 ‘communisticaly indined” n another
fom ‘acive  felow tavele” o ‘adve  communst” and so on. ©

Mr. Zinnaddsthatunder pressure from Sen. McCarthy’s
propagandacampaign, the State Departmentissueddirectivesto
removebooksbyauthorssuspectedofbeingcommunistsfromits
overseas  libraries. Oneof thase removed was The Sekected  Works of
Thomas Jeflerson , author  of America's Dedaration  of Independence.

In the bBte nneeenth  century, FHance was caught up for a decade
in a poltical scandal that became s most famous case of charader
assassination. In 1894, Affred Dreyfus, a French amy officer, was
convictedoftreasonandpassingsecretdocumentstoaGerman
mitary  attaché. Twoyears later, documents surfaced proving  his
innocence, but in an amosphere abounding in propaganda, the court
againvotedtocondemnhim.Finally,adecadelater,thesupreme
cout acquited  him in 1906 and he was gven the Legion dhonor, the
highestmedalinFrance. v

GeneralCharlesdeGaullle,France'smostfamouspresidentand
the kader of te Ressance duing the Naz oocoupaion,  wes sndered
o ofen tet in 1958 whenheran for pesdet, hesad tet  athough
he had fought for Fance's lberty, some people  accused him of  being
a dda.

From Mossadeqto Rajavi
Cases of charader  assassnation n conemporaty  Iranian  history
includethatofDr.MohammadMossadeq. Duringhispremiership,
“democracy  flourished” for te fit tme, woe Mohsen Mian, * but
thosewhoseinterestsDr.Mossadeghinderedtooktocharacter
assassination. Accoding to Mian, “. Bitan resoted t evely
conceivablemethodtoundermineanddenigrateMossadeq. The
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Britishpress,andtolesserextentthe\Westempress, portrayed
Mossadeg, Iran's natonal hero, as an od, stubbom, decepive, and
demagogicprimeministerwhowouldeventuallyhandoverlranto
thecommunists.” 1

These alegaons were not imied o Wesen media. Wihin  Iran,
those  colaboraing wih te ocop tet resoed te shahls  ddsioshp
criicized ‘s poices and bd o monopoize poner” 2 They labeked
him“adevious,oldvultureandafeebleleader,”describinghis
governmentasthe“murdererofthepeople.” 2 Dr.Mossadeqwas
accusedof‘extendingtheapparatusofterrorandcreatingan
atmosphere of repression.” 22 Ervand Abrahamianwritesin
Khareism “The Biiish, sy 0 aooept  nationalzation, dd ter
best o discredkt Mosaddeq, categorizing hm as awly oiend who
wasnotonly'crazy, "eccentric,"abnormal,"“unbalanced, and
‘unreasonable,’butalso‘demagogic, ‘slippery,‘cunning,’

Abrahamianadds:

TheBritishgovernmentplantedarticleswithsimilarthemesinthe

newspapers. For example, the London Times camed a biography of Mosaddeq
desabing  him as ‘nervously  unstable)” ‘manyrdike,” and ‘imid’  unless
“emotionallyaroused."The Observer depictedhimasan‘inconruptible

fanatc” a ‘Xenophobic  Robes Pere”  a ‘fragic’ Fankesen  ‘mpenviols D
commonsense,” and wih only ‘“one polical idea in his gganic head” To
encourage smilar  views across the  Aflantic, the Bitish fed the American
press with asteady det of - o use ther owmnwods - ‘poson to0 venomous
for the BBC” Typcal of such character  assassiations wes an atde  n the
WashingtonPost  wittenbythevenerableDrewPearsonfalselyaccusing

Hossayn Fatemi, Mosaddeqs righthand  man, of ahost of aiminal  offenses,
induding  embezzement and gangsterism.  “This  man,” Pearson wamed, ‘Wil
eventuallydecidewhethertheUShasgasrationingorpossibly,whether

the American people go into Worid War ll? 24

The alegations agangt  Dr. Mossadeg were not cofned o dfical
comments. To porray  them as impartial, many appeared in artides
and even the scholaly  works of some orientalists. Oneof the main
coup plotters  was an academic by the nameof Robin Zaehner, sent to
Ian a te tme because of hs knomedge of the ocounty.  Abrahamian
Wies

The cerd  fgue i the Biish stelegy 1 ovettrow  Mosaddeq wes another

academic,RobinZaehner,whosoonbecameprofessorofEastemreligions
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andethicsatOxford. AspressatiachéinTehranduring1943-47,Zaehner

hadbefriendednumerouspoliticians, especiallythroughopium-smoking

parties. DispatchedbacktolranbyMI6,Zaehneractivelysearchedfora

suigbe geneal D cary out te panned ocoup. Heaso used dverse  channels

toundermineMosaddeq: Sayyid Ziyaandthe pro-British politicians;

newspaper editos  up for sale;  consenvative anstocrats whoin the past had

sded wih Russa and Amerca; tibal chiels, nobly the Bakiyars; amy

officers, shady businessmen,  courtiers, and members of the roya famiy,

manyofwhomoutstrippedtheshahintheirfearofMasaddeq.
Helpedinduecoursebythe CIA, Zaehneralsowooedawayanumber

ofMosaddeq'sassociates,includingAyatollahKashani,GeneralZahed,

HosaynMakki,andMozaffarBagal. Bagai,aprofessorofethicsat Tehran

University,soonbecamenotoriousasthemanwhoabductedMosaddeq's

chief of pdice and totued hm o death. MG, togeher wih the CIA aso

resoted fto dity tids o undemine the govemment. %

StillothersaccusedDr.Mossadeqof‘institutionalizing
represson;” ‘ndlerance” ‘Oependence” e, desabng  the ocowp as
a‘goious vidoy o gt oer wong® and ‘the saced resugence”
Onthe moming after, they wote:

Yesterday Tehranwastremblingundertheresolutemarchingofthe Army

and anti-oreigner Musims. Mossadeg, the bloody od beast resgned under
theannihilatingblowsoftheMusliims. ThattraitorHosseinFatemiwho

escaped the bulets of our brohers,  was mutiated. The revolutionary and
legalprimeminister[meaningGeneralZahediwhowasappointedtothe

post afier te coup] soke © the naion. Al govemment ceners  were capured
by the Musims and the Islamic amy, and the spies, those seling out the
countryandoperativesofViossadeq'streacherousreignescapedtotheir

iy nress © aod rerbuion z

Today, Massoud Rajavi is under attack by the lanian  adherents
and foregn  backers of the samepoicy obecives  tat brought about
the 1953 coup. Pasing as poliicians, academics and lawyers, they
ae suppoted by the mulshs  regime,  dffiates o te shahs SAVAK
and those whohave raised te whie fag in ter resstance  against
the regme. Ther dander against the Natonal Cound of Resstance
and the peson of Massoud Rajavi s played up in the regme's media
Theexchangegoesbothways: The State Departmentreportcites
severd remaks aganst the Mojghedn by indviduals who officially
wok wih the lanan Minsty of Ineligence. B

Since 1979, the Khomeini regme has kept up a steady stream of
alegations aganst te Moghedn and M. Ragv.  In the ealy years,
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KhomeiniusedthelslamicRepublicanPartyashismouthpiece,
whosepropagandaagainsttheMojahedinwasintendedtocounter

the organization's growing  popularity. The Moghedin  were accused
ofbeing“dependentonlirag,*puppetsofAmericanimperialism,”

‘morally  comupt” and of torturing ther  own members. The common
denominatorofalthepropagandawereattacksonMassoudRajavi

inended to create aspit wihin  the organization. Bveryday, the
regmes ddies  ran afdes  about opposion © Messoud Rgd wihn
theMojahedin.InMarch1980, LeMonde wrote:

The daly Jomhoui Islami has devoted enfre pages to wiings  against the
Mojahedinanditsleadership.Ontheeveoftheelection, hundredsof

thousands of newsletters  abounding i vituperations were distributed. In
one, Mr. Raavi 5 desobed  as a SAVAKagent Doubess,  the  fundamentalist
clergyconsidertheseleftistMuslimsagreaterenemythantheMarxist

organizations, easly  disoredited wih te kbel o ahest Mr Raavi says
thatthereactionary clergyaretryingtocreateanatmosphere of

McCarthyism. 2

Whensuch poys proved  inefective, and Rajvs  popularity oew
amongthepublic, Khomeinintervenedandspokeoutagainsthim.
Today, the Staie Depatment accuses Mr. Ragv  of colaborating with
the ‘enemy of the pegpe of lan” Meawhie, lefovers  of the shahs
SAVAK;suchasthe“FlagofFreedom’organizationand“iran’s
and goups who, for whatever reason, switched sides and cooperated
wih the ddaioship (e Mozdlar Baggl a the tme of D Mossadeq)
ae potayed as democatic  foces which ket te Nafionral Cound  of
Resstance due 0 its lack of democacy and RajgMs  “authoritarian
%v D

In refening O RaMs  incaroeration in the shahs pisons, the
repofs  authos avod menton of the pessent totures he endured
atthehandsof SAVAK. NoristhereanycommentonUnited States
suppot of the shah and his hated secret police duing those years.
Instead, they descibe Mr. Rajavis effots to resst against the
opportunist Manists who had shattered  the Mojghedin  organization,
ad o revve the organization in those dificult crcumstances, as
foons: “The Moghedin's  fure  leader, Masud Rajavi,  utiized his
timeinQasrprison(1972-79)toindoctrinateandestablishhis
auhory” &
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Whois Massoud Rajavi?

MassoudRajaviwasbomin1948inthecityof Tabasinthe
northeastem province  of Khorassan.  The youngest of fve  brothers,
he s agaduae of polica law fom Tehran Universiy. Hs brohers
Belgium. Theeldest, ProfessorKazemRajavi, wasassassinatedin
A 1990 in Geneva. His only ssty, Monireh, was execued in 1983
afer enduing sx yeas of impisonment  wih her o smal chiden
AsgharNazemi,herhusband,hadbeenexecutediwoyearsearlier.
Mr.Rajavi'selderlyparentswerearrestedandimprisonedbythe
mushs n 1981l Hs it wie, Adra, wesaso aMaoghedn pisoner
duing the time of the shah. She mamed Mr. Rajavi in summer 1979,
andwasslainin Tehranin February 1982whenthe Pasdaran
aiaded her resdence.

In high schod M. Ragv wes asympathizer of Ayaiolsh — Talegani
andMehdiBazargan'sFreedomMovement. Hebecameacquainted
withtheMojahedinattheuniversityandbecameamemberin1967.

Hewas in drect ocontact with the organization's founder, Mohammad
Hanifnejad,  and later became a Cental Committe member. Mr. Rajavi
wasarrestedin1971andsentencedtodeath. Hiselderbrother,
ProfessorKazemRajavi,organizedaworldwidecampaigntosave

hs lfe, and hs sentence wes commued o e impisonment SAVAK,
unabe 0 execue him because of intemational pressure,  kept Rajavi
under toure  throughout  his  incarceration. Amnesly Intemational,

the Intematonal Commitee of the RedCross, as wel as dsingushed
European  personaliies such as Fangois  Mitterrand, inervened  to
savehislifermanytimes.Hewasreleasedamongthelastgroupof

poiiiical pisoners  in January  1979.

Despie  the dificut condions  of pison, M. Reavi hed 0 fl
thevacuumoftheMojahedin’sexecutedleadersandrevivethe
organization, shattered  byMandsts  in anintemal  coup. He spent
thousands of hours, under extraordinarly restricive conditions,
fomuaing  ad tachng te Moghedns  posions, Al hs aduies
hadtobekepthiddenfromtheeyesofthe SAVAKandtheprison
guards.Endemicillnessandsystematictortureaggravatedthe
dificuies o hs sk Bay ime SAVAKgot wind of eforts, he wes
reumed 1 te toue  chambers, but he relentessly connued  his
discussons with his felow  celbmates. Aftewards,  the imprisoned
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Mojahedin  passed on these posiions o those members st outside.
Mr.RajavidescribedtheManxistcurrent, whichhadshattered
notonlytheMojahedinorganization,butalsotheunityandtrust
amongoppoasitionforces,astreacherousanddeviant. Hecensured
their  misappropriation of the name‘Mojahedin” stressing  that the
idedogy of te Moghedn wesldam, and ther god o ovetvow the
shahandestablishanindependent, populargovernment. These
dedsve  posions foced the Mandiss 0 stop using the Moghedin's
namein1977.HewamedthattheblowtotheMojahedinwouldgive
fse to backward interpretations of the religion, and advised the
Mojahedintokeeptheirdistancefromthereactionaries,whose
ideclogue  he identified as Khomen. Fom the roof of Qasr Prison on
te bt day of hs capiMy, he soe as te repesenaive o te b
group of poaiiical prisoners  to thousands of Tehran resdents  who
hadcometosecurehisfreedom.Heexpressedthehopethatthe
pisons would be dosed forever, and poliical freedoms  established
n kn
SeveraldayspriortoKhomeini'samvalinTehran, hisson,
Ahmad, caled M. Ravi fom Pais, tling him, “You havwe alot of
suppot  in Iran and f you fom a poitical pat, mions wl jon
you."Severalweekslater,inameetinginTehran,AhmadKhomeini
tod Raav, ‘if you suppot the Imamand oppose his opponents, al
doos wil be open o you, and you wil be gven al that you need”
RajavirejectedKhomeini'sproposal,sayingthatthe Mojahedin
sought a nationalist, democratic  govemment. I Khomeini took that
roue, the Moghedn woud do ther utmost for him, he repied.
Ayearlater,inspring 1980, Mr. Rajavimetwith Hashemi
Rafsanjan,  then a memberof the Revouionaly ~ Councd  and Minister
o the Interor, b e aocompant onte muiide o cases of fraud
andriggingbytheregime'soperativesduringthepariiamentary
elections. Rafsangni  told him: ‘Fomet about al ths. You hae an
organization, awvey good repuietion  and alot of respet If you had
acceptedthelmamandthevelayat-efaqih,alldoorswouldhave
been open to you. You have forced us to bing ministers  and Majis
deputes fom aboad” M. Rajav  repied: “You shoud not expedt us
toacceptclub-wieldingandmonopolyofpowerunderthebannerof
——
Soonaftertherevolution,theMojahedinlaunchedtheiroawn
cultural, ideclogical campaign among intelleciLials and the younger
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generationto counter Khomeini’'s despoticandreactionary
nerpreiaion o deam  ©n Be 190 Rgai begen asgies o ledues
in phiosophy a Shaif Unversty — of Technoogy. Ewvery week, 10000
studentstookpartintheseclasses,andmorethan100,0000thers
watched the video recordings of them across Iran.  The transcripts
were pubished  weely by the hundreds of thousands, and distibuted
throughoutlran. Afterjust 16 weeks, Khomeinishutdownthe
unversiies, hs regmes lades sessg ta te unversies hed
becomeabasefortheMojahedin.

Inhisbook, ThelranianMojahedin ,ErvandAbrahamianwrites:

Rajavi'scandidacywasnotonlyendorsedbythe Mojahedin-affiliated

ogaNZAoNs.., but a0 by animpessve  aray of ndependent  omganizations
includingthe Feda’iyan, the National DemocraticFront,the Kurdish
DemocraticParty,theKurdishTolersRevolutionaryParty(Komula) the

Sooey of kenen  Soodks, te Sooy for te Quud  ad Poica Rgs
oftheTurkomans,theSocietyofYoungAssyrians,andtheJointGroupof
Armenian,ZoroastrianandJewishMinorities. Rajavialsoreceivedthe

suppot of alarge number of prominent figures:  Taleganis  widow; Shaykh
Ezeddn Hosayni, the spiiual leader of the Sumi Kuds in Mahabad; Hojat
aHdam  Jald  Gangehi.; fity —weHmowmn membesof te lanan  Wiers
Association, includingthe economistNaser Pakdaman, theessayist
ManuchehrHezarkhaniandthesecularhistoriansFeraydun Adamiyyat

and HomaNateq, and, of couse, manyof te famies of the ealy Moghedin
martyrs, notablytheHanif-nezhads, Rezais, Mohsens, Badizadegans,

Asgarizadehs, Sadeqs,Meshkinfams,andMihandusts. TheMojahedinhad
become the vanguards of the secular opposiion o the Isamic  Repubic. ®

InaspeechinJune1980at Tehran'sAmjadieh Stadium, Mr.
Rajavicriicizedtheregime'sleadersaboutthesuppressionof
bertes. Tregaheing n thue D the vidms o dubwedng wes
isef  attacked, ceaing a major poliical scandal for the regime.
Twentydeputiesfromthenewlyconvenedparliamentissuedthe
bodys first sttement condemning the attack  Even AhmadKhomeini
denouncedtheassault. ManyobserversdescribedMassoudRajavi
as the leader of the ant-Khomeni opposition. Several days later,
Khomeini madehis stongest speech o date against the Mojahedin,
candidlyexpressinghisconcematRajavi'spopularity, Bwhohad
begun acampaign to unte the democatic dissdent  forces. The daly
Moahed, with a circulation of 500000, hed the largest audience in
len a te tme. It docaled asedon enied  Showa Cound), for
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oher opposion  goups and personalies o sae ter \vews

In ealy 1981, n aseies o engly inevews, Rapvi  expaned
a the tme, and proposed the fomaton of afont aganst religious
backwardness. The sameyear, when Khomeinidismissedthe
President,AbolHassanBani-Sadr,andstateagentsbegantohunt
hm down, Ragvi ied BaniSadr © sy a hs seoet resdence in
Tehran.“NowthatBani-SadrhastakenastepagainstKhomeini,”
he sad, ‘e have aduy o poted hm” Afer foming the Natona
Cound of Ressance in Tehvan shoty  thereafer, Rajpv aong wih
BaniSadr departed for Hance aboard an lanian  mitary  jet

AHistoricalLeader

Despie M. Revis decsve e nn the Moghedns hsoy,
importantdecisionswithintheorganizationhavebeenadopted
collectivelyafterlongdiscussions. Throughthisprocess,new
membersassumedgreaterresponsibiliies. Mostmembersofthe
Mojahedin’sLeadershipCouncilandmorethan90percentofthe
organization's curent Central Councl joned the Mojahedn after
1979.

Snce 1989, Mr. Raav has had no execuive  responshiiies in
the Mojghedin  organization. Hs rde in safeguarding  the princples
o the Moghedn as aMusim, democaic,  nationalist and progressve
organization in the 1970s, and more importanty against  Khomeini's
alout assaut to destoy the Mogahedin, has made him a historical
and ideclogical lkader for the Moghedin.

Shce the fomation of the NCR most of M. RaMs  efots have
beendevotedtothe Council. Hispatient,democraticmannerof
managing the NCR's affars  has been instumental in the Councll's
expanson  and reslience, and has eamed him the tust of the NCR's
members. MohammadHosseinNaqdi,anlraniandiplomat,joined
the Cound in 1982 Hewes assassnated by the regime's  terrorists
in1993inRome.Mr.NaqdisaidofMassoudRajaviinaDecember
1992 interview, foonng  the Counds  expansion:

WeintheCouncilarehesitanttohighiighttheroleofindividuals,but

compements aste, | realy  tik tet i te woid of poics (Mt Raadg

presencehas,morethananythingelse,beenthecauseoftheadvancesof

theNCRandlranianResistance. lfwetheorizeaboutwhatwouldhave
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happened if he had not been the NCR's President, | beleve if the Iranian
Ressanoe eded a d & woud ovany befar kess ten t 5 tody *

In the sameseries of interviews, Dr. Manouchehr Hezakhani, a
distinguished lranian  witer and Chaiman of te Councdls  Cuiture
andArtCommittee,commentedontheproceduresofNCRmeetings:

meet in sesson, sometimes wehave seous  arguments about cetain matters,
about  polical soutions. k5 geredy wedl udesood tet te pot B D
hod such meetings, where differences can be taked about and a consensus
reached, but the individual capable of chaiing  such meeings and keeping
the deicate  balance of cooperaon  between different groups, none of whom
are professonal poliicians, s gied wih te at of leadeshp.. Wehae
ths  leadershp, ad| thik tet D aboe e®n, & smoohes out the bumps ®

Whenever the interests of the lranan peope and democacy have
been at sake, poliical considerations or concemns  about  protecing
his personal presige have never prevented Mr. Rajavi from making
sensiive  dedisions. Launching the campaign for peace in the Iran-
Iragwarin1983,whenKhomeini'sbeligerentnaturehadnotbeen
fullyexposed,generatedvenomouspropagandabytheregimeand
is nemal adedmna dies I wasore of manyexampes of rds
thet few ae wing 1 ke, Thefomaion of te Naiond Lberation
Amy of Iran, as the most precous achievement of Ilans hstoy and
bet guaatee and ever © owtrov te muhs  regime, 5 anather

Rajavi has aways sressed that there is no insistence upon the
NCRor Moghedn. ‘ff at any tme, any group or altematve is found
to be better equipped to ovettrow the regime and guarantee Iran's
independence, democracy and popular  sovereignty, wewl  definitely
and wholeheartedly support it, even if it is opposed to our way of
thinking,” he says. ®

At ore of e most sesive jundures of s hisiory, Khomeini
soughttoreviveanOttoman-likeempirebytakingadvantageof
specialcircumstancesandusurpingbothtemporalandspiritual
power. Massoud Rajavi launched an alout  resstance  against  him.
For this reason, he no longer belongs to aspecic  group;, Massoud
Ragv s anational leader, folowing in the foosteps  of previous
Iranianleaders,fromSattar-Khan S"toMirzaKuchek-Khan toDr.
Mossadeq.
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Iran's  poiitical foces  and peoge have leamed fom history, and
are not inimicdated by the State Depatments unfounded alegations
againstMassoud Rajavi. Overthe past14years, despitethe
conspiracies ofthe Khomeiniregime and itsdomesticand
intemationalalies,theNCRhasremainedintacttobecomethe
logesthsig polical coglion n s oonempoay  heay. Wih
5 epaen, t 5 dk D EpeEt te megply o te lEn  pege
Pedsdy for tis reson, te athos o te repot reved ter  dam
atthe progressofthe Resistance andthe growing chancefor
democracy n Ilan, by hudng  alegaions a te Ressance's  leader,
muchike the mulahs, the remnants of the shah and the poliicaly
bankruptMandstgroups.

InitsDecember1994declaration,unanimouslysigned,theNCR
Stressedt

TheNationalCouncilofResistancevehementlyrejectsandcondemnsthe

repots  ineccurate  potraya of the NCRis  history, and past and present
members,aswellastheunfoundedallegationsagainstitsPresidentand

the redundant charges of alack of inemal  democacy. The temindogy  has
beentakenstraightfromthenotoriouslexiconoftheformerregime’s
supportersandthecurrentregime'soperatives.Aspreviouslystatedon
numerousoccasions,theNCRemphasizes:Mr.MassoudRajaviistheNCR's
Presidentandspokesman.Assuch, hisstatementsandstancesshouldbe

regaded as the ouoome of the Counds — delberaions and decsos.  Contraty
tothehollowallegationsraisedinthereport,theNCR's moausoperand
anddecision-makingprocessareconductedinaccordancewithdemocratic

guideines  and reguiations that have been fomaly announced.  Throughout
the 13yeas shoe te NCRS founddion, s Pesdent  hes uniaingy achered
o these gudedines  and reguiations. ®
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