Pressing for Dialogue

Secion 523 of the Foreign Relaions  Authorization Act of FY 1994
95calledonPresidentClintonforacomprehensiveandobjective

reportonthe People’sMojahedinOrganizationoflran.Inthe
proceedingsthatledtotheamendment'sadoption, theconference

commitee uged those preparing  te repot o consut  and Bk wih
the widest range of peope possbe whencompling the repot”  and
notedthat ‘nothinginthissectionisintendedtoprejudge’the

Mojahedin. 1!

Dialogue

Despte the commitee’s emphasis, the State Department dd not
complywitheitherrequirement. The Departmentrefusedtomeet
withrepresentativesofthe MojahedinorNational Council of
Resistance and adopted a biased approach in preparing the report
This was a cause of increasng  concem to members of the House and
Senate.Manywrotetothe State Department, stressingthatthe
Department  should meet wih the subect of the report

Representativel incolnDiaz-Balartwrotetothe Secretaryof
Sae

laminterestedinascompleteareportaspossible,andrequestthatin
compying wih the povsons  of tis  legisiation, emly possbe efot be
madetomeetandconsultdirectlywithrepresentativesofthePeople’s
Mojahedinoflran.Undoubtedly,suchameetingwouldcontributetothe
competeness  and impartially o ts repot..

t woud be hepl for te Depatment of Sate  desgnae  a spedic
representative whowoud at as the flaison  wih this opposion goup duing
the pepaaion o tis repot 2
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In another leter t the Secetary of State, Congressman Wilam

L Clay expressed the concems of the Iranian-American community,
wing

Those with whoml met were particuiarly dstubed by the suggeston  of one
StateDepartmentofiiciawhoindicatedthatthefundamentalistiranian
regimeisa'permanentfeature.” Tothasewhoaresincerelydedicatedto
democracyandhumanrightssuchaconcessiontoabrutaldictatorshipis

most discouraging.

Congress has requested  that the Administraion repot  on the Peopes
Mugheddn, which s the pwodl foce of the Naiond Cound of Resstnce
(NCR). The NCRs recognzed as the main lranian  opposiion  to the present
lenien  regme and consders  isef 0 bethe fooe for ceaing @ democatc
governmentinlran. Forthesereasons, manyIranian-Americanshave
expressedaninterestintheAdministration'sreportandhavesuggested
that it woud be most vausbe i the Administaion esiabishes  a dialogue
wih the Natonal Councd of Ressnce in connecion wih tis repot  As
onewhohasalwaysadvocatedcommunicationsaskeytounderstanding
and progress, | concur wih tis seniment and beleve that a didlogue  with
the  NCRwould be most beneficial for al pates. @

Cak for anewappoach and expressons of hope that there  woud

ewlhe an undestanding  towards  establishing democacy in Ian  were
abundant SenatorJohnF.Kerry,Chairmanofthe Subcommitteeon
Temoism,  Naroolics  and Intemational Operations,  had folowed  the
issue dosdy. Hewwote t© anlanan  in Massachusetts:

| can assue you tet tis povson N nowaycas for a recondiaion wih
the Rafsanani regme. It is myhope that you and | are both in pursut  of
the sameodbedives  of acheving democaic  govemment and poltical reform
nen adtet ts eausion w deveop b a futul ddogue. 4

Congressman Robert  G. Toniceli, Chaiman of the Subcommitee

onWesternHemisphereAffairs,wroteinaletterto Assistant
Secelary  of Sate Robert Peletreau:

22

| amextremely  concemed by information | have receved fom the Iran Desk
a the State Department that there are curenty no pans to consut with
members of the People's Mugheddn, or the Natonal Cound of Resistance,
of which it 5 amember, n the couse of developng ths repot It wes boh
stated and assumed duing  deliberations on this provison  that an honest
assessment could not occur without  such consultation. 5

Regrettably, the Depatment of State responded t© such cals by
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reiteratingoldaccusationsagainsttheMojahedinandrefusedto
conductameaningfuldiscussion, therebyrevealingthatthose
preparingthereportwerenctinterestedinthecomprehensive,
obectve  repot  Congress had required.  The Departments  replies

members of Congress confirmedthatdespite the conference

(0]

commitee’s  emphasis on no preudgments,  the authors  of the report

had reached ther ocondusons  before any seious  review.
JointAction

OnSeptember21,1994, Representatives TorriceliandDan
BurtonannouncedinapressconferenceonCapitolHillthata

biparisan coaliion n Cogess, ocrnsdig o 98 repeseniaives, had
caledonSecretaryofState\WarrenChristophertoensurethata
comprehensiveandfairreportontheMojahediniscompiled,and

that the organization is consuted  directly by those prepaing the
repot.  In addion to Mr. Tomceli and Mr. Buton, the leter wes

sponsoredbyeightothermembersofCongress,amongthemRonald
Dellums, ChairmanoftheHouse Armed ServicesCommittee, Ros-
LehtinenandRobertBorski, membersoftheHouseForeignAffairs

Commitee, Phip Crane, and. Theleer reads in pat,

Athorough assessment of the siuation in Ian and its major payers wil

endble us o adopt a comprehensive  and suittbe  poicy toward lan .. Our

objectivewasforthisreporttobe preparedinafairmannerwithno

preudgments,  as specfied in the Conference Committee’s repot  Weurge

you, therefore, o ensure that representatives of the Mojghedn or National
Coud o Resstae ae cosued dedy by those whopepae the report.
Therepot  will  be of itle vale wihout such consultation. 6

In the pess ocoference, M. Tomocl noed the Cogesss dede
for arewpdcy onte lanan Ressance, and aiiczed the bk of
dalogue wih the representatives of the Moghedin and the National

Cound of Resstance. He sad:

t & dificut o conceve of howan ogedve  sudy can be reached i there

wont even be aconversaion wih - a princpal paty . In te neess o te
UnitedStatesGovemment,wewantafairreview. Butafairreview, by
necessly, reques afee and afark ocomnvesaion . Uness and ul  those
oconversaions ke pace, the spit of the law canat be compied wih, and
whatever report  is ulimately issued can be of novaue .. Therefore, we
urgetheDepartmenttoimmediatelybegintheseconversationstoallow
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It beas noing that if the Depatment cannot compy wih the wil of
the Congress, having been asked, wedo hae the opion in the fure that it
be compeled, and obviousy wewoud hope that would not be necessary. 7

Congressman Burton  ariicized the Sate Depatmenfs  ‘“onesided
vew o te s, sayng

Wealwantfreedom,democracy,andhumanrightsinlran,andthepeople

who are working the hardest in that direction ight noware the Mojahedin.
For us not o tak 1o them, as agovemment, is asedous, sSefous mistake.
Andso, | woud just say to the State Depatment, i they ae watching now,
o b te adminstaion, f tey ae wachng rnight now, ks gt onwih &
Lets get onwith the wil of Congress. Speak to the Moahedin.  They speak
for alage segment of the peope ower there, which s gowing every singe
day. Thepeopleovertherewantfreedom,humanrightsanddemocracy.We

shoud do everything wecan to bing that about @

Congressman  Toricel responded 1O reporters questions  about
whythe State Departmentrefusedtomeetwithmembersofthe
Resstance:

Itk thet there 5 afomad exause, and thees areason. Theexouse 5, of
ocouse, thet they dsageed wih the ads thet have alegedy tken pace in
the past for which tey dam the Peopes Moghedn is responsie, but
speakwithrepresentativesandtoleamabouttheorganizationandits
puposss ad, ndeed, O e as © te veady  of those  aleggions, there
5 noreason not b have a conversation. Indeed, it maymakethe consulaions
a te moe impotant for te werady of the repot

Honever, | thnk the real reason s that  incredbly, despie  the fact
that there maybe no govemment in te wold that is more in  contradicion
wih the obectives  of the United States Govemment and our pumpose in the
woid, than the govemment in Tehran, | beleve that there is a continuing
intention not o ofend or contradict somein the lanan govemment Most
Americanswouldfindthatshocking. i

CongressmanBurtonadded:

In 1987, wedd, as agovemment have adalogue wih the Mojahedin. Now
Ican'tunderstandwhywewoulddothatin1987,andnotdoittoday,
especiallyinviewofthefactthattheirsupporthasgrowniniran,not

decreased.  °

Anotherseniormemberofthe Foreign Affairs Committee,
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Congressman Gary Ackerman (D-NY), joined Representatives
Tomiceli and Buton at the conference  and released a statement  to
thepress. Inhisbulletin, CongressmanAckermanstressedthe
necessty  of esabishing adalogue wih the Moghedin:
Thelanguageinthislegislationwasintendedtoachieveanunbiased
assessment  of the resistance, with no prejudgments.  Such a repot  cannot
be accompished wihout adrect daogue. | wedo not estabish  a liaison
wih the lenan ressance now, wemaywel fogo the opportunity o pusue
areasonableandreasonedforeignpolicytowardiranwhenthestatusquo
in that beleaguered naton changes. “

Onthesameday, Senator Dave Durenberger(R-MN)issueda
press release  announdng:

SenatorDurenbergerisoneof12senatorswhohavecalledformeetings

betweenthe State Departmentandthe pro-democratPeople’sMojahedin

(pat of te enan Naiond Cound of Resseee) and s one of 100 members
of Congress who support a balanced  Presidential repot. 2

The press release revealed that the Senator had witen to the
Secelry o Sae ‘t 5 te der nent tet ts repot  be prepared
in an unblased manner and that it not be based on any prejudgments.”

TheofficecfCongressmanEdTowns(D-NY)alsoissuedanews

e Sdig

CongressmanEd TownsstressedthattheUnitedStatesmustsidewiththe
peopledfiran,notwiththedespotsrulingoverthem.Healsourgedthe

administration D esbish  ddogue wih te Naiond Cound of Ressance
o len, n oder D advae  te seeds of fiendshp  and cooperaion wih e
peope Of Fan. B

Anumberofotherrepresentativesalsowroteletterstothe
SecretaryofStatetoexpressconcemaboutthewayinwhichthe
reportwasbeing preparedandtoencouragethe Departmentto
prepareanobjectivereport.InaCongressionalhearing, Rep.
Ackerman questioned  Robert  Peletreau, Assstant Secetary  of Sate
for Near Easem Affais, onte mater and caled on hm © esabish
daloguee wih the Moghedin. Whie inssting that te repot on the
Mojahedinwouldbecomprehensive, Mr. Pelletreaurepeatedold
accusationsfromthelrangateaffairtodefendthe Department's

unusiiche poy agandt s democaic  opposiion. ¥
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The Media
Thecallforanobjectiveapproachanddialoguewiththe

represeratives of the lanan Resstance went beyond Capiol  Hil
In an edioral, The NewYok Times preserted  acandd appeal  ‘Lisen
o Al fenen  Vooes”  The edioi reed n pat

In dedng wih a ddatorship, t 5 spe pudene © BN D 5 diics
This has not been US. poicy in deding wih Iran's  dlerical tyamny.  The
State Department has shunned al contact with a key opposiion  group, the
People’sMujaheddin,whichalsohappenstobethegroupmostloudly

denouncedbylran. »

In  cicizing the Sate Depatment, the NewYok Times endorsed
the congressional wil.  The paper also stressed: ‘it is especialy
deasel tet ts bojoot B teded easawvdoy by leen mbs’

Themediacoveredthecongressionalinitiativewidely. The
WashingtonTimes ~ wrote:

TheresistanceisgainingbroadsupportinCongress,whichhascaledon

the Clintonadministrationtoproduceafreshreviewofthe Iranian

oppasition... Last week, NewJersey Democrat Robert Tormiceli and Indiana
Republican Dan Burton, bothmembers ofthe House Foreign Affairs

Committee, heldanewsconferenceontheCapitolgroundstoendorsethe

ressnce. M. Tonoek cked t ‘he most e gposion D e Teren
govemment” 1

U.S.policyonlrananditsbearingonthe StateDepartment's
appoach 0 the llanian  democraic  opposiion  were also  soutinized.
ArnoldBeichman,awell-knownresearchfellowatthe Hoover
Instiute, desabed the Sae Depatments nooonad  dude Vs
a-visthelranianResistanceasamistake. Hewrote: The State
DepartmentisonacollisioncoursewithmembersofCongresswho
tnk the tme has cometo suppot the lanan  opposiion, boh insde
and ousde te county” M. Bechman added: “Confronting the Sate
Departments  refusal 0 deal wih the Peope's Mugheedn are soores
of members of both houses of Congress pressing for support of Iran
gposion gous.” ¥

Peer Rodman, arespeced Mdde East epet sad te fdomng:

The State Department, moreover, is incined t© view lran's  revolutionary
regme as ‘deepy rmoed” n te sodely and therfore  a ‘permanent  featre”
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of the regon. The depatment is opposed to any contacts with a prominent
ede gowp, the Peopes Mugheddn, onte gounds of is Iag comedions
andpastlefismandanti-Americanism.Anunusuallybroadbipartisan
coalitionof98Housemembersand12SenatorswrotetoChristopheron
September9tourgethatthedepartmentconsultwiththeMujaheddinin
theprocessofpreparingacongressionallymandatedreportonthegroup

and its  aclivities. Gien the strategic menace represented by the  Iranian
regime, it maybe selfdefeatng to conrue to shun an apparerty  vigorous
ressence  goup that s umng o us for hep, whatever s poenance. i
cant be worse than the incumbents.  Antigovemment  riols  in eady August
inthenorthwesterncityofQazvinsuggesttheregimemightnotbea

‘pamarent faud” dler d h aycse t b dicdk D se whyte Unied
Saes shoud doit te favor of tesing & as such ®

The Bosion Globe ran an editorial aiticizing the contradictions
betweentheadministration’swordsanddeeds. Theeditorialalso
referredtotheanti-Mojahedincampaignby Tehran'slobbyin
Washington,  recaling: “The lFranian derics  demanded simlar  US.
condemnationsoftheMujahedeen-theoppositiongrouptheyfind
mostthreatening-duringtheirmissiles-for-hostagesdealswith
Reagan.” *°

The Indianapols Star s editorial sressed  the need to support
the Nafond Cound of Ressiance in countering  tenorism:

CloserrelationshetweentheUnited Statesandlranianresistancemight

helpdislodgethe presentTehranregimeandstrangleitssupportof

intemational teroism  amed at weddng the ArabHsrael peace process
and keepng the Mdde East in wmol. Raavi pomises © fom an eledive,
representativerepublicthatwilendterrorismandoppression,respect

humanrnghts and stive  for peace wih is neghbos. 2

In an analytical revew i te Houson Post, Stephen Green WoE:

Althoughthelraniangovemmentrepeatedlyhasdemonstratedthatit

has no intention of behaving as a cwviized state, American  diplomats
keep ying to find ways b nomaize US-Tehran  relations. Such efforts
ae awese of time.

Inrecognizingthatthepolicyofrefusingtodobusinesswiththe
Mojahedinisflawed, Congresshasorderedtheadministrationtomakean
‘Dojedive’ repot  on te lnen  ressance . The lw spedicaly requires
administration dficals O consut dredy  wih te Moghedn in prepaing
thereport...AsRep.GaryAckerman,D-NY,aseniormemberoftheHouse
Foreign Aflars  Commitee, has noed, the ‘language in the legislation was
intendedtoachieveanunbiasedassessmentoftheresistancewithno
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prejudgments. Suchareportcannotbeaccomplishedwithoutadirect
deoge” %

Mdde Eagt epets ao ded te cogessod — atidems o US
poicy onlran. An Amy War Colege felow,  Colonel Hany Summers,
reded te Sae Depatments poicy onthe dencal didatorship n
Iran as a‘“cowardy  appeasement policy,” adding:

In words that Great Biitain's Nevile  Chamberain, whoattempted to cuny
favorwith AdolphHitleronthe eve of WorldWarll,wouldhavefound

familiar, the Sate Depatment s once again toadying up b didators, this
tme the radical mulahs that rde Iran. “The United States is not realy
tryingtooverthrowthelranianregime,"saidRobertH.Pelletreau, the

assstant  secetary  of state for Near Eastem Aflais  duing  his  testimony
before Congress last March. “We believe  the lranian  regime is a pemmanent
e’ 2

John Hughes, a fomer State Department official, remarked:  “if
theU.S. cantalkwiththelrishRepublicanArmyandthe North
Koreansandtheformermilitaryjuntaofl. t Gen.RaoulCedrasin
Hai i 5 difick D e wyt cana epoe fae 0 fae wih the
Iranian  Mojahedin the accusations  against them.” %

The Abuguerque  Joumal  pubished an atide  caled ‘RHend o
Foe? Congress Pushes For Assessment” in which Rep. Steven Schiff
5 quoed

Athough he missed te deadine for sging the letier, Rep. Seve Schif, R-
NM,sad in arecent teephone inenew  he suppots is et “The leter
doesnotdemandthatthe State Departmentmakethesepeopleourallies,”

Schiff sad “f it wms out these people go beyond our famework, then we
shouldbackoff. Butweshouldalwaysbelookingtoseewhatopposition

goups wecan work with .. Just be openminded, objective, thats al we
ased o

In response to the accusaions madeagainst the Mojahedin, Rep.
Sahf  adoed:

‘Bven f someof the allegations um out to be tue, the State Department
should take an objective, unbiased look at the group. In that arena there
arent too manyboy socouts” he said. “Weneed o remember that Iran s the
pincpal  desiabiizer n te Mdde East” #

ThearticlealsoreferstoastatementbyRep.Joe Skeen’s
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spokeswoman,whotoldadelegationofiranian-Americans, \WWeare
asking the State Depatment to recognze this organization and the
seriousness  of humannghts  abuses occuming in fan” %

In an atide  eniled  “Whos The Real Temonist?’ the  Natonal
Joumal  wrote;

TheMujahedin'sagentsinWashingtonaredistributingal61-pagebook,

hat of te pesses o aPas pubsher, that depues Saes assefos tat
the goup suppots  termorism, 5 nondemocaic  and lbds  sgniicant baddng
in lan. The book, Appeasig Tehvans Mulahs , accuses the State  Department
of making concessons to Ian. ®

The Miami Herald reviewed the contradictions in US. poicy on
Ian in s opnon  coumn:

Clintonhascalledlran‘theworld'sleadingsponsorofstate-sponsored

temorism’ and uged aled naions © ‘fecognize  the tue natre of lranian
nenfons” Ye, fom ancher sde o te poy mouh the asssat seoeay
of sae for Near Easen affais, Robert  Peletreau, td Congess in March
that the lranian regime should be treated as a ‘permanent feature”  of the
region... Adwhys it tet the Depatment of Sae has shumed al  oontacts
withthelranianoppositioncoaliion-thePeople’sMujahedeenorthe

National CouncilofResistance (NCR)-thegroupmostvociferously

denounced by lran's  fundamentalist regime? In deaing wih a dicatorship,
aier a Bt t smpe pudence O engage te qiics? lanen  mulhs, on
theotherhand,viewAmericanpolicytowardtheNCRasaclearvictory.
SeniorlranianofficialsallegedlysuggestedtoU.S.counterpartsthat
Americandoorsslammedinthefaceoflranianoppositiongroupswould

open doors in Tehran. Angered by the administration's boycot of the NCR,
over100membersofCongressrecentlywrotetoSecretaryofState\Warren

Chistopher  urging such adialogue.  Their missve has falen  on deaf ears.
CouldtheWhiteHousebeprotectiingthelranianregimefromitsintemal

fs? 7

Natonal  Publc Rado devoted one of its most popular  programs
D te s noig

The Clintonadministrationhas called the governmentofiran,an
intemationaloutiawandthemostdangerousstate-sponsorofterrorism.

Despie tis dm vew of te kanan  leadership, the Saie Depatment refuses
tomeetwithanlranianresistancegroupthat' sdeterminedtooverthrow
thecurrentregimeinTehran. ThePeople’sMojahedin,asthegroupis

popuary  knoan, beleves the Sate Depatment s tying o quety  appease
the regme in Tehran by refusing t meet wih the opposiion. 2
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In aleghy aide enied ‘Cinion Chisppher . and Rafsaniant
IrangateDéjavu?, The WashingtonReportonMiddleEastAfiairs
reviewed the histoy of relations  betveen the State Department and
the Moahedn, as wel as the poicy of appeasing Iran, wiihg in
rat

AverystrangethinghappenednineyearsagoataHouseForeignAffairs
Committee hearing. At the end of his prepared tesimony on Juy 24, 1985,
then Assistant  Secretary of State for Near Eastem Affars  Richard  Muphy
readintotherecordanunrelatedstatementabouttheMojahedinKhalg-
the Peope’s Moghedin.  The unsolicited saement  stongly  citicized the
most pominent  group in opposiion o the Iamic  revolutionary govemment
o the Ayatoleh Ruholsh Khomeni as ‘mitenty ldamic,  antidemocraiic,
ant-American” and suppotve  of the Soviet occupaion  of Afghanisan  and
o te ue o ‘EroEm and vioence  as sadad  inumens of her poloes”
Itwasjaringbothbecauseithadnorelationshiptoinformation
normallysoughtbymembersofthecongressionalcommitteeandbecause,
wih the possble excepton of the reference to Afghanistan, it coud more
accuatey  have been gppled 0 the lanian  govemment than © i  Moghedn
opponents .. It wasnot unil the lrangate scandal hit the headines, and
nationally televised  congressional hearings began to unravel the tangled
skein of the Reagan administration's controversial overure  to Al Akbar
HashemiRafsanjani's“moderates’withintheKhomeinigovemment,that
thetruthemergedaboutthe Murphystatement,andsubsequentattempts
todiscreditthemembersofCongresswhohadendorsedtheMojahedin.
The statement,  according to the Tower Commisson Report, was pat  of
thepricedemandedbylranianmuliahsforparticipationinwhatquickly
degenerated  into  IsraeiHorokered ams-or-hostages fransadions. Murphy,
accordingtolrangateindependentcounselLawrenceWalsh's1993report,
wasoneofthenineU.S.govemmentplayersinthelrangatescandal.In
fat, whenit seemed b have senved is pupose, Muphy brey  backed down
fom his eader Satement Hetold a House Foreign Afflars  subcommitee
onAprl21,1987, wilveryfreelyadmithatthereweregapsinour

knomedge about the organization . Wemeet, have met wih the Mojghedin
Organization here in Washingon. They are aplayer in Iran .. Weae not
boyooting  them.”

However, in that samemont, Rafsanan, then te spesker of the Majfs,
Iran's  parfiament, sad in asaement repoted by Unted Press that f the
US. govemment wee © restan the adiiies o te aniKhomeni Peope's
Moghedn, the lenian govemment woud end iis  suppot of terrorist groups
in Lebanon. Whether by concdence  or not, very soon thereafier, the State
DepartmentinformedtheMojahedinthatitwasnolongerwelcometomeet
and ek wih Depatment of Sate oficals. The de faco  Siate  Department
boyoot in conacs wih the Moghedn has been in efect  ever since.

OnSept.8,suspicionthatthe Clintonadministrationwasaboutto
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take s ownfist sep downte lrangate path led 12 senatos  and 98 House

memberstowrite Secretaryof State WarrenChristopherrecommending

thet shoe Congess desies ‘an acouae pdue o te Peopes  Moghedn,

he“ensurethatrepresentativesoftheMojahedinorNationalCouncilof

Resistance  are consuted  directly by thase who prepare  the  report”
Whenthe110membersofCongresscalleduponthe State Department

Sept 9for a‘thorough assessment of the situation in Iran and its major
payers”  they sad they dd so to “enable us to adopt a comprehensve and
sutabe  poicy towad Iran” It seems obvious that the best way to comply
5 O ken caely © whats beng sad by lenens - d s, Those
whodaim ohewise open themsees 1 the suspdon  that they have a hidden

agenda, just as dd the paridpants in langate, the worst foreign  policy
scandd in Amercan histoy, ony nine yeas ago” ?®

Sooes o dher atdes  agypeaed n te pess aiidag te See

Department'sobstinate policyonthe Iranian Resistanceand

Quesioned  the aedblly o arpat pepaed wihout dred  daogue

withrepresentativesofthe MojahedinandNational Councilof

Ressance.  The headines read: ‘US. Cant Isoae  Ian and Let O

CompaniesDoBusiness There,” %0 “U.S. ShouldWork ForANew
Iran” 3 *“US. Should Suppot Democracy in Ian” #

Somedf te atdes  desabed the S Depatmens  soryHaced
boyoot of te Ressance aspat and pacd of is pocy o appessig

Iran's  mulahs. Martin  Schram desaibed  the congressional cal
thesupportexpressedby TheNewYorkTimes  as‘majortiumphs.”
In his afide in The Washington Times, Mr. Schram wrote:

Onceagain,aU.S.administrationhasconneditselfintochasingan
evanescent  wisp of moderates beleved 1o be floating among Tehran's  ruers.
Toreachthesemoderates, theClintonadministrationistight-ropinga

dpomatic  prayer of alne - it sreiches beween taking tough for Westem

consumptionandnotoffending Tehran'sterrorist-sponsoringregimeby
meetingwiththeMujahideen.

If'senoughtomakeonewonderif, whentheDepartmentfinishesits
repot  on lran's  Mughideen, it wil  be giftwapped and hand-delivered

and

Tehran, along with an autographed Bble and acake in the shape of akey. =

Anumber of epats n regond  afais  oconoured N one polical

briefing,aMiddle Eastexpertfromthe Centerfor Strategicand

Intemational Studiesandaformer\WhiteHouseconsultant, Joyce
Starr,wavedasidetheexcusesputforwardfornotengagingin

daogue wih te llanan  Ressance, saing  ‘Nore of us beleve

tn
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Dr. Sar eamned US pocy onlan, pontng 1t te contraddion:

f weae afad © hear fom, ust © Bk © D doouss wh agowp o peode
whose worst cime s © fight against te curent lenan  regme - what does
this say about the continuity of our polcy?.. The question for meas an
American,thequestionformeasajoumalistandawriteris,whatis

happening behind dosed doors in the Sate Depatment and the Whie House.
And dont think that if the State Department takes a particular position,
thet its tking it out tere, wihout the consuliaion o te Whie House.
Our Presdent,  Mr. Cinon, hes seied befoe Bhai Biih  just about amonh
ap, cded the lenbn  regme ‘e wolds leadng sponsor of Saesponsored
temorism” Thets  interesting. Is t possbe tat our keadeshp 5 meking
publicclaimsthatarecompletelybeliedandundercutbywhattheyare

dong behind dosed doos and in ems of the impementaion  of ther  policy?
Thats the wayit looks t me Sol dont thinkk you. wil find your answer
here today. | thnk the ansner is in te comdos  of power. Whats in it for
themtoblockthesepeople?ifyoucananswerthat,thenlthinkyouwil

helpwidenthisdebate, ratherthanstandhereanddefendanddefendand

defend  a record.. Wecan aeys find another aspect of the recod t condemn
- of anybodys recod

Dr. Starrexpressedherdismayatthe State Department’s
dsegard for the congressional vew in tis way.

AsanAmericancitizen,lamextremelyashamed.lamashamedthata

hundredmembersofCongresswouldhavetoliterallybegthe Department

of Sate, which woks for us and not for somepeope in anoher oounty, D

tak t agoup whois siting here in the Unied States. Were not taking

about, notoneisaskingourgovemmentformoney.Nobody’saskingour

govemmentforamms...WhenahundredmembersofCongresshavetowrite

aleter beggng the Stie Depatment to do that and theyre not answered,

theyre not gven an answer, that meanstat the system of democacy s not

woking in tis ocounty. *®

In the brefing, anoher Iran expet, Dr. Khald Duan, analyzed
the regme's temorism  and pointed to Tehran's threat to regional
Siabity, aso dressng  the necessty of esiabishing dalogue  wih
theNCR. 3%

Europeans WeighIn
ManyEuropeanpoliticiansandpariiamentariansjoinedtheU.S.
Congressincriticizingthe State Department'sposition. They
descibed the Departments policy on the Mojahedin  as favoring  the
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regimeinTehran,andquestionedAmericanappealstoEuropeto
take a stonger stance against Tehran and tighten  restictions on
tradewiththemullahs. Theyalsoexpresseddoubtsoverthereal
intentanddirectionof Americanpolicyonliran. TheEuropean
dignitariesallconcurredonthenecessityofadialoguewiththe
Moghedn, as a prerequisie o obediMy and famess  in prepaing
the repot

InBritain,abipartisancoaliionof63MPssentaletterto
Presdert  Clinton to eqress their  concem about US. poicy on the
Tehran regime and the Iranian Resistance. The British

TherefusaloftheUnited States' DepartmentofStatetotalkwiththe

opposiion  in the past several months is sending out misleading  signals.
Thelranianregime,whichyourgovemmentpreviouslydescribedas“an

inemational oulaw k aready ushg te Sae Depatments posions  for
pubic relions  advantage against s main oppostion. Webeleve that ths
regimedeservestobemetwithdecisivenessandthemostunequivocal

approach... We, ke our coleagues in the US. House and Senate, believe
any practical and effective measure shoud be accompanied by an exchange
of vews wih the lanan Resstance and is  representatives. t s our omn
experiencethatmeetingwiththemhasalwaysbeenaconstructivemove. s

Lord Avebury, ChairmanoftheBritishParliamentaryHuman
Rights Group, wrote to President Clnton to convey his findings  on
the regime's temoism  and oher ads that Tehran falsely  attbutes
tothe Mojahedin. Lord Aveburystatedinhisletterthatthe
Parliamentary Groupwhichhe headshadinvestigatedrecent
murdersiniranwhich‘webelievewerecommittedbyagentsofthe
mullahs’regime.”"Headded, Therearesomepeopleinthe State
Departmentwhoarenotimpartialinthismatter,becausetheyare
the same oficials whoageed 0 brand te Moghedn as tenorsts in
1986" duing the langate scandal *

LordEnnals,aformerForeignOfficeministeralsowroteto
Presdent Cinon.  Ciing the ‘increasingly cude breaches of human
nghts by the lranan govemment’” he sad, ‘1 fnd it dificult to
undersand howyour govemment faled to discuss these issues  with
the lIanan Moghedn and the National Councdl of Ressance before
reachng oondusons” %

LennartFriden,aconservative Swedishmemberofpariament
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alsowrotetoPresidentClintonandexpressedamazementthatthe
reportwasheingpreparedwithoutcontactswiththeResistance’s
represeniaives, saying.

ThegoodoldRomanlegalprinciple“Audiatoretalterapars’isalways
recommendabletofollowinpoliticalwork. AstheMojahedinmovementis

an organization wih amajor roe in the lranian queson, it is even more
mpotant  © meet wih them. That shoud also be proitable for the relations
wih te US. in afuure Ianan govemment %

Pax Christ, an inemational Cathoic  peace movemernt, expressed
concem at the consequences of the State Departments repot.  The
organizationwrotetotheU.S.ambassadorinGermany:

InaletterfromU.S.congressmentoWarrenChristopheronSeptember9,

194, regadng arepot tat s © be pepared on the Peopes Moghedn it
5 requesed tet aded ddogue be esabished  wih the Naonal  Cound
of Resistance. We have enough reasonto be concernedthatyour

administration, like ourfederalgovernmentandotherdemocratic
govemmentsareleaningtowardacceptingthefundamentalistregimein

Tehran for economic and strategic reasons and ignoring  the Mojahedin  and
the Natonal Councl of Resistance. Weare a Cathoic  church  organization
thathasbeenwatchingandsupportingtheactivitiesofthe Iranian

Ressance t© end the suppresson  of the lanan  peope. In conrest o oher
nationalresistancemovements,theMojahedinhaveengagedintotally

legiimate political activies here in Gemany to disseminate  news. The
informationpublishedbythe Mojahedinandthe National Councilof

Resistance s accodng o the esimate  of many humaniights  omganizations
suchasAmnestylntemationalauthoritative. WWehavenotseenuntiinow

ayviet ad onte pat o ts oganzaion h h te s ae comay
bts 4

IraniansReact
Thelranian-Americancommunityalsocriticizedthe State

Depatments  behavior and is refusal to meet with representatives
ofthelranianResistance. TheWashingtonOfficecftheNational

Cound of Resstance receved oopes of severd thousand letiers by
IranianstothePresident, Secretary of Stateand membersof

Congress. Many had wiitten  to the Department to request meetings,
but ther requests were refused o et unanswered. Severa  Iranians
subsequentiywrotetotheChairmanoftheHouseForeignAffairs

Commitee t0 express dismay at the biased behavior of officials at
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theState Department.
Regretably, oy n the fndl days, whenthe repot  had acualy
beencompleted,didthe State Departmentagreetomeetwithafew
of the hundreds of lranians who had requested meetings.  Reportedy,
in one such meeting, the head of the Deparments Iran Desk shrugged
of hs and the Depatmens  responsbily n te dafr, saing  tat
they were ony impementng  presidental poicy. #
TheSanDiegochapterofthe SocietyofliranianScholarsand
Professionals ariicized the Sete Depatment posion in an arfide
in the San Diego Union-Trbune , witing:

The regime in Tehran faces an omanized, natonwide resisiance  caled the
Nafonal Coundl of Resistance, which stives for democracy, human rights

and a pluralisic rue .. Pdiicaly, Congress haes set the sage for anew
approachbyaskingthePresidenttoprepareareportbyOctoberonthe

IranianResistance. Dialoguebetweentheresistanceandthe Clinton

administraion is pat and pacel of an impatal  and exhausive  repot  ©

ManyotherlranianorganizationsandassociationsintheU.S.
pubished statements, held meelings and expressed ther  opinion  in
oher ways as wel, cding for adaogue with the Moghedn and the
National Cound of Resstance.  The Assodafion  of lrenian  Scholars
and Professionals in the Unied Sttes pubished arepot cdled ‘A
Quesion of Faimess”  The repot enumeraies the concems  of Iranians
rsdng n te US:

Weare concemed that the mulahs regme be gven no opportunity o futher
suppressiran'sdemocraticoppositionmovement.Weareconcemedabout

better future  relaions between the United States and Iran, and wedo not
want a misrepresentation of lens democaic opposton O jeopardze that
fure. I te repot onte Moghedn s D behebll, & mt befar, devod
of pre- judgments, and indude  consultaion wih ther  representatives.

Tretet oes fve mesos © suypat te niaives by te House
andSenate:

e Anaccuate  represeniaion o the fads & possbe oy by meas
o afa, oompehensve sudy o te issues.

e Preudgments or reucance  to meet with ‘the widest range of
peope posshe”  (whch obvosy  induwdes e sugeds  of the repod)
vodes te cogessod guddnes © te Bl
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*Anythinglessthanafairtreatmentofthereport'sprimary
Sied sy popatizes  te repots  aechly.

«Anythinglessthanafairandcomprehensivereportwillbe
misused by s teroist nes o sy  ther suppresson  of the
opposion. 4

Representative ofices of the Nationd Cound of Resstance in
Britain, Gemmany, Fance and other European counties  also  received
copes of several thousand letters  witen by ranans  to the US.
Presdet  and US. embesses, eqpressng  ter  dssatislacion a te
Sate Depatments biased poston and decdaing  their  support  for
theMojahedin.
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