Congressional Outrage

The State Department contnued 1 vidate  the elementary  principle
of obeciMy troughout  the prepaaion  of te repot,  disorediing
the paper even before  publication. Whenthe findngs  were evenualy
reeased, the congressiona reacion  wes hash. ! Severd ponts ket
nodoubtaboutthereport'sbias,establishingitasaone-sided
recountng  of old accusations. Frstt by not engaging in a dialogue
with the representatives of the Mojghedn and Natonal Councl of
Resistance, the State Departmenthadviolatedthespiritofthe
congressionalrequest. 2Second,byrepeatediyrejectingcalisby
membersofCongressforsuchdialogue, the Departmentaggravated
concems  about a hidden agenda on flan.  Thid, by remaning  dbivious
towidespread criticisminthe mediaand Iranian-American
community, bothofwhomcalledfornoprejudgmentsanddirect
dsossons wih te suibeds of the repot  the auhos madeit dear
that they were not interested n afar repot
Prior 10 publcation, Wendy Sherman repled o al  inquires by
membersofCongressbyrepeatingthesamepointsthatwaslater
rehashed at greater length in the repot on October 28. 3 Agan, in
November, Ms. Sherman sent letters  essentialy identical o the one
she had witen n Juy, to dierent goups o congressonal members.
Rep. Robert  Tomiceli issued anews release in which he called
the repot  ‘besed’  addng

“Athoroughandtimelyassessmentofthesituationinlrananditsmajor
playerswouldhaveenabledthe United Statestoadoptacomprehensive
andsuitablepolicytowardiran.BynotconsuttingwiththeMojahedinor

the Natonal Cound of Resstance (NCR), te St@te Depatments repot is
noncompiant  wih the desie of Congress o obtain  an accurate  and balanced
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pdue o te essae  gop’  Torced ced ‘for arewswdy tet indudes
drect discussons with  representatives of the Moghedin or the NCR’4

Anotherinfluentialmember ofthe House Foreign Affairs
Committee, Rep.DanBurton,said:

lamdisappointedthatthe State Departmenthas,onceagain, issuedan

incomplete  report  on the People's Mojahedin  of Ian. The State  Department
conrues o twmat te wil of the US. Congress, which has madedear is
preference  that, in the context of the preparaon  of the repot, there be
dscussons wih te Moghedn.  Wihout  such discussions, atuy obecive
repot 5 impossbe. °

Rep.Gary Ackerman, Chairman ofthe AsiaSubcommittee,
desabed te repot  as ‘moncomplant wih the spit of the Bw”  ad
said: “The language in this legislation wes inended o achieve an
unbiased assessment of the resistance  with no prejudgments.  Such a
repat ocoud oy beadeed wih ded ddoge t s for ts reasn
that | amexdremely dsapponted in tis repot”  ©

AnotherHousemember, Rep. Edolphus Towns,describedthe
repat  as ‘nat  acoepiabe)’ addng ‘Ths whiewash rpot s agt ©
thelranianregime. Thiscontradictsthemandategivenbythe
Congress.” TheCongressmancalledforanewindependentstudy
preparedthroughdialoguewiththeMojahedin. 7

Senator  Dave Durenberger  criticized the repot and is  authors
in a harshiysworded statement

“Iregretthatthe StateDepartmenthasissuedareportonthePeople’s

Mojghedin  of Iran that appears to mimor the samebias against this group
thathasbeenevidentforsometime... ltisapparentthatthe State

Department never planned to issue afar repot and ignored our request to
inenview  the peope whowere the focus of the repot”  The Senator joined
the cal by other members of Congress, saying: ‘1 would recommend that an
independent  sudy be conduded tat pemis a neess te igt D povde
o’ 8

ThePress

The NewYork Times repoted  on congressional ciicisms of the
report,writing:“The State Departmentupsetmanymembersof
Congresstodaybyissuingascathingreportaboutaprominent
Iranianoppositiongroupwithoutmeetingwithofficialsfromthe
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group,asmorethan100lawmakershadaskedittodo.” ®ltadded:
“ManymembersofCongresssupportcontact,arguingthattheycan
speedthedemiseoflran’sreligiousgovernmentandcanbea
moderatinginfluenceontheMojahedin,whichmaintainsmilitary
basesinlrag,nearthelranianborder.” 0Thepapercitedthe
DepartmentsallegationsagainsttheMojahedinandtheviewsof

svwed  eghhos quing Pal Maoone, dief o daf for Rep James
A Tiefcat, J, assaig ta, ‘M Trfcant  suppots  meeing  wih
the Moghedn because he thnks they are probably the best hope for
democracyiniranintheshorttermandweshouldatleasttryto

help them” -
Inanarticleentiied StateDept. ReportDenouncinglranian
Rebel Group Is Ciriicized,” the Washigion Post wote:

Noneofthereport'sscathingassessmentsoftheMujaheddincameasa
surprise.Mujaheddinrepresentativesheresurmisedweeksagowhatthe
StateDepartmentwouldsay,andtheypublishedadetailedresponsein
advance.. Tosomeexent they succeeded in preemptvely  raising  questions
about te repots  vaue by complainng pubidy tat the Sate Department
refused 0 Bk © tem as pat o is reseach. Reps. Gay L Aderman O
NY), Robert G. Tonmiceli ONJ) and DanButon (RIN), al senor members
oftheHouseForeignAffairscommittee, issuedstatementsyesterday

aiiicizing the See Depatment and the repot 2

Folowing the derical regime's  November 6 Scud missie  atiack
onaResistancebase,areportbyReutersquestionedthe State
Depatments daim that the lranan Resistance lads a popuar  base
ad s nat a polical alemaive o te regme

TheUnitedStatessaystheMujahideenKhalgarenotanimportantiranian
opposiion  group, but this weeks fareup  in the stugge  between them and
s rndes  suggests Tehvan does not shae thet view..  The et vidence

camejust days after the US. State Deparment, in alongawaited  repor,
conduded that the Mujghideen ‘are not aviable altemative to the cument
govemment of lran” =

Other meda featured stoies aso highly  citcal of the State
Depatment report.  An editorial appearing in the Indiangpolis Star
s

Congressional  anger at the State Department is wamanted. I is justfied
not oy because Sae  ofidals igoed  the congressiondl mandate O consut
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wih the Mujghedeen but because the present regime in Iran is a principal
souce of fundng for tenonisis inoved  in  hostage-teking, assassinations
andbombingsaroundtheworldandnumerousAmericanshavebeenamong

ther vidims. Heping the Muighedeen would hep counter the threat of the
radcal  regme nowin cordl  of fkan. ¥

InWashington,aspokesmanfortheMojahedindescribedthe

repot  as ‘a bunch of bocHaced s’ B

WhatDidthe Experts Say?
ProfessorMarvinZonis,aprominentliranexpert,whosename

wasmentionedinthereport'slistofexperts,commentedonthe
Depatments  repot  in an inteview  wih the Chicago Public  Radio.
‘“There  were a number of different goups in Iran,  some were totaly

Mandst-communist, and sometoaly  Idamic, and ohers  were farly

democratic,  which merged together and broke up and merged together

and broke up and finaly emerged as the present  organization,”

sid o the Moghedris hisoy.

Inareviewofthepost-revolutionaryperiod, whentheregime

Zons

fed © dmiee A oposion,  egecdly  te Mgahedn,  Zos noed

the

added:
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Mojghedn's reludance 1o enter into an amed confrontation.

Benualy there wasawvey, very messy confrontation between the Moahedn
andtheregimeinJuneof1981, whichwasjustmorethantwoyearsafter
te shah's ovethron. Thedeics redly dedded © samp out the Moghedin.
TheleaderoftheMojahedin,Mr.Rajavi,andthenpresidentofiran,who
was not a Moghedin  member, BanirSadr, both fed Iran together into exie
in Pais. The regme then began a campaign of mass saughter  of Mojahedin
members, and most of the brutality of te regime has been drected  against
them.

Q:Whathappenedtotheexiles?Whatbecameofwhatweknowtoday
ofastheMojahedin-Khalg?

Zonis:Well, MassoudRajavisetupshopinParisandlotsofother
Mojghedin fled Iran, because it wasdear at that tme that it was either
death or ede. Los of peope fed and los of sympathizers  set up chapters
ad oer te wold, odedng  money, piing  pubicaions suppang Reud
n Pas

TheFrenchgovemment,notunusualforFrance,lamsorytosay,
eventually  buckded under pressure  fom Iran  and decded they would rather
havegoodrelationswiththeclericsthanprovidehavenforRajavi,even
thoughlremindyoutheyprovidedhavenforkhomeiniagainsttheshah.
TheythrewRajavioutofthecountryandthatishowheendedupwherehe
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is today, in Baghdad, because that westhe ony county in the wold a the
timewhichdidnotcareaboutgoodrelationswithlran.Solragnowhasa
relationshipwiththeMojahedin-Khalg,andtheyhavebasesthere.Other

goups, | guess, Kurdish groups whoalso oppose Iran, they also have bases
N kg dose © len. Amazingy enough, te Moghedn decded the poliical
movementalonewasinsufficientandtheyneededtobuildanarmywhich

woud be abe to goinb Iran mitady and rouse the popuaon  so thet the
regime ocoud be overthrown...

Q: Lets go onour poicy wih the MojahedinKhalg. They have got an
officeinWashington,D.C. Theyarelobbyingsomebodythereandherewe
seethe State Departmenthascomeoutlastweekandsaidthattheyare
fundamentallyundemocratic...andtheyarenoaltemativetotheregime
thet s curey tee now in Ien, atough tey donot suppot the regme
thereinlranbutthesepeoplearenctanaltemative. Whydidthe State
DepartmentsaythisabouttheMojahedin-Khalg?

Zonis. | thnk there are two issues that ae operating in the minds of
the State Departmentpeoplewhowrotethatreport. One, theMojahedin
are assodated  wih the murder of several American ammed forces  personnel,
whomlcanrememberwereassassinatedonthestreetsof Tehranasaway
o ovetrow the shah. The Unted Sttes beleves that the Moahedinkhalg
were responsble  for thase  assassinations. The Moghedn fne s that they
dd not do it. | have noway 0 judge that

The second ting in te mind of the Sate Depatment | beleve, 5 the
vew tat Raav, the leader of the Moghedn, s essentialy nor-democratic
and, worse, would impose another kind of sodalist Isamic  dictatorship on
len. Adtat s essenialy howvtey cometo te conduson that & s not a
pogessie  SEp.

Myomnvew s that of couse, it k aterby msaken  view. Whie the
Mojghedin are not myfavoite  group and are not particulary democratic,
they certainly woud never ceate anlran which was an enemyto the rest of
the wold and which suppoted teroism  al over the word.

Q:Sowhatkindofgovemmentdoyouthinktheywouldhaveifthey
wouldcometopower?

Zonis:. Wel they woud certainly hae arepubican  fom of govemment
Acualy  Mr. Rav, | thnk as awayto movethe poitical process  faster,
Oesgated hs wie aste Pesdet o lan Sobdee t o nat, Fen woud
hae afemde presdent t woud be argpubic and she woud mun it Andit
W bedog Kamc bhes wih ahth degee of nemd  dsddie It reminds
meof someof tese tird wold sodalst movements of the 60s even. But the
keyisthattheyhavenointerestinterrorism, Islamicfundamentalism,
broadcasing  te Irenian  revoluion. What they want is o buid the Iranian
€conomy.

Q Whoin the Unted Sites suppots them? | sawthat Robert Tomceli
clled the Stte Depatment repot incomplete and biased.

Zonis. That is nght  You mentoned that te Mojghedn had an ofice  in
Washington, which 5 corect  They aso have ofices in aher diies, but the
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WashingtonofficeisespeciallyimportantbecausetheMojahedinspenda

geat deal of energy lobbying wih the Senate and House of Representatives
o the Unied Saes. In fad te reason te Sae Depatment dd tis repot
ontheMojahedinwasbecauseaverylargenumberofcongressmenwere
inducedbytheMojahedintodemandaninvestigationofU.S. policyand
whytheU.S.hadnotdealtwiththeMojahedin. Sothereweremorethan,|
cannotrememberthenumber, butlthinkitwasalmost200congressmen

whourgedthe United StatestodobusinesswiththeMojahedin. Ithink

thee wee even somesenaios. Sothey have alot of suppat in Washingon.. v/

GreenLight

Thefing of tree ScudB misses a anlenan  Ressance  base
on November 6 caused futher  concem about the implications of the
biasedreport. Haditencouraged Tehrantocommitmorecrimes?
Many US. congressmen endorsed this  view in statements  issued  after
te aack Rep BEdTomssad 1 hadsad tet s mrpot s agh ©
the lanan regime ad te msse alack powed thet Ths 5 ashame
that the State Depatmenfs repot s being used as ageen gt
stageoneofthemostblatantcrimesbyusingweaponsofmass
destrucion”’ B

Rep. Tomiceli ponted out the discrepancies in US. poicy on
Ian in hs saement of condemnation,  wiing:

Regrettably, arecent Sate Depatment repot about the Mughedin is being
interpreted as a‘geen lght” for lran to conduct temorism, even though
len 5 oconsdered  oficaly by te Unied Saies as an inemaiondl outiaw.
The Unted States should not coss sgnals  whenit comes to temoism. %

Another congressman, Rep. James Traficant, wote to  President
Cinon

.The request for anobecive repot s indcatve of Congesss et
fuy assess the poliical influence onlen adis key payes in oder
develop a comprehensive  and unbiased policy toward Iran. In defining the
paameters  of tis exensve repot, the Foreign Relaions  Authorization

Act caled for adrect dalogue betveen the Sate Depatment and the NCR.
The October 28, 1994 repot  was incomplete  in this respect  and, therefore,

not wihout poenial  bas. 2

The Houson Post pubished  avety  aiical aide enied ‘US

should back mujghideen fight” in which it reviened the connection
betwween te Sate Depatment repot  and the anan  regime's  missie
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aieck  only days aer s pubicaion The aide  Satedt
t s possbe tea aSae Depatment adion had the effed of precptaing
theNov.6attack.Fivedayseariier,the State Departmenthadissueda
reportscathinglydenouncingthemujahideenasaternroristorganization
wih  litle suppot  insde . The ofidal enan  press haied the Saie
Department  repot  as vindicaion o Tehrans betle aganst the ressance. 2

The aide  aiiozed te pdoy o gpeesg te regme n Tehan
‘For the Unied Setes t© deade tat te Tehran regme is too stong
o be ovetron s tantamount 1 surender 0 terorism. an s a
growingmenacetotheworld.” z

The Ofando  Seninel also  aiticized US. poicy onlen.  Basig
itsargumentonthefacts,thepaperrefutedtheclaimthatthe
Mojahedinarenotanimportantforceinlran. Pointingtothe
conraddions n US pocy, te atide  oonued

Aliances  depend on a commonenemy, not on shared values. This aso spesks
o anoher of the Sate Depatmenfs  specous — criidsms of the Mujghideen,
that they were antrAmerican in the 1970s. Yep, they sure were. They were
tryingtooverthrowtheshah,whomtheUnited Stateshadforcedonthe
IranianpeopleinaClA-engineeredcoupandwhosedictatorshiptheU.S.

govemment  was supporting. It waes impossble at tat time to be antshah
and pro-American. But that wasthen and this is now. Whoare our strongest
alliestoday?Ourworstenemies50yearsago,JapanandGermany. =

IraniansVoice Outrage

Thebiasedreportsparkedresentmentandangerinthelranian
communityabroad. Iranian-Americangroupsandsocietiesissued
statements, condemning it as agft to the mulahs in ran. At the
grassroots  level,  individuals wote to local  newspapers and ther
represeniatives o dedare ther suppot of the Natonal Cound of
Resistanceasthealtemativetotheregimeiniran.Anlranian-
American in San Anonio  descibed  the repot as ‘the worst thing  for
the lenan peope and the best thing for Khomenis hers”  adding,

t is tme for Presdent Cinton and the Stte Depatment t© wake up o the
reglites of Ian and recognze the lranian  people’s rights and democratic

aspirations. Donat caer o te despois whorde Ian.  The Statie  Department
should estabish  didlogue wih the resistance and send a dear message 0
the mulehs, aswascadled for by more than 100 congressmen and 12 senators

n abpaten  nie B
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The anger dimaxed whenthe regime attacked aresstance  base.
Thousandsoflraniansdemonstratedin15citiesthroughoutthe
world. 2 Theycondemnedtheregimeand describedthe State
Departments  repot  as a green lignt  for murder. Over 1,000 people
gahered in font of e Whie House in Washingion, DC, D express
their concem over the implications that the repot had emboldened
theregimetocommitmorecrimes. Thedemonstration'sresolution
read n pat

Doubtess, the biased repot by the Sate Depatment abounding in lles and
distortions against the Mojahedn and the Iranian  Resistance,  encouraged
theKhomeiniregimetolaunchthemissileattackonAshrafcamp. While

condemning tis repot,  whose wite)s and formulators pusued no goal other
thanappeasingthecriminalmullahs,wedeclarethatthisreportisa
reminderofAmerica’'sunconditionalsupportfortheshah’streacherous

didatorshp. >
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