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Mullahs & the Report

The religious, terrorist dictatorship in Ian waste ony paty fo
welcome the State Department repot  on the Mojahedin.  The mulahs
expressedtheirgratitudetothe Department,andvociferously

attacked Congress and the American pubics cal for an objecive
ot as a‘Zonst ooy !

For years, one of he mulshs man foegn  poicy obedves  has
been 0 restit the adMies o the lanan  opposiion The derics
haveapproachedthisgoalbyvariousmeans,sometimespromising
favored tradng sttus and someiimes using teroism to inimidate
democraiic  countries. For obvious reasons, Tehran has been obsessed
withcounteringtheNCRandthe Mojahedin,whichitseesasits
main threat

In 1985, Khomeinidemandedthatthe U.S. condemnthe
MojahedininretumforthereleaseofAmericansheldhostagein
Lebanon. 2Duringthesameperiod, hisfirstandforemostdemand
fom Fance wes restricions on the aciivites of Massoud Rajavi, in
reum for the freedom of French hostages and betier  economic ties
with Pars. In any case, appeasng Khomeni dd not lessen his bent
for temorism. Onthe contrary, bucking under only propeled his
regimedownamoreviolentpath. The Americanshipmentof TOW
anti-ankmissilesandunwarrantedstaterentontheMojahedinin
1985 dd not bing about the freedom of Amercan hosiages, the regme
simply raised the stakes. Nor dd the US!s miscalculated policy
boster  any “moderates”  simply because they do not exist, then or
now. AfterMassoud Rajavi's departure from Francein 1986,
Khomeini'sregimesoughtgreaterconcessions,andpressedits
demandswithawaveofbombingsinParisthatiedtothedeathsof
more than a dozen Fench ciizens. 3
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Fundamental Demands

In the past year, the regmes deterioraing sate  has compeled
it to ly inceasng emphass on tis fundamenal demandin dealings
with foreign  countries. In arare and diplomatically unusual  move,
theregime'sForeignMinistersummonedallambassadorsinTehran
totheMinistrytwiceinJulytotellthemineffectthattheir
governments hadto choose between hisgovernmentandthe
Mojahedin.  “Thetacticwasapparentlyunsuccessful,sotheregime
begantofabricatestatementsagainsttheMojahedin,supposedly

madebyofficialsofothercountries.Ineartysummer, Ressalat
newspaperreportedaremarkpurportedtohavebeenmadebythe
Bish  dagé dafares 0 Sad RaaiKhoassan, a pafameniary

deputy: TheEnglishGovemmentcondemnstheatrociousterrorist
acs of the Monafegn (Mojghedin) i Mashad and stresses  that  this
goups  tenonst recod 5 dear 0 the Engish authores.” Lod
Henley,spokesmanfortheBritishGovernment, toldtheHouseof
Lods “The nenspeper dd not accuaiey  repot the chamgé  daffares
meeing with Dr. Khorassani” 5 Douglas Hogg, the Minister of Stte
forForeignandCommonwealthAffairs,informedLord Aveburyina
letterthat Ressalat  had"blatantymisrepresentedMr.James'’s
commentsontheMashadbomb.” 6

The inddent is typical of Tehran's desperate effots to compel
oficials o dher ocouties © conden the democaic  gpposiion Such
Saemens seve o sy IS bual  nemal suppresson  of dissent
andso-called"waronterrorism. Theyalsojustifytheregime’s
intemational terorism  against opponents outside  Iran, which has
ren © over 100 Eenoit operations. 7

ThisexplainswhyinJanuary1994, theclericswelcomedthe
proposaloftheMcCainamendment, 8repletewithbaselesscharges
against the Moghedin. Refeming to eader  Senate condemnations  of
humanrights abuses in lran, Jomhourn Islemi  newspaper wrote: ‘it
is sad that there is anewtone to the new American foreign  policy
bl  @©en wbythe Serae. The legslaion dreses  ta  the Peopes
5 inogpion N 1963”7 °

Inanarticleonthe McCainamendment, U.S.-IranReview -
pubished by FAR, the regime’s Ilobby in Washingon - wote:

ShouldMcCain'samendmentberetainedandbecomelaw, itssignificance
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wil gofar beyond smply requiing yet anoher State Department report
As McCan ponts  ou, such arepot woud alowv Congress..  and the meda.
to“considerthesource.”The Mojahedinhasbeenthe sourceofmuch
misinformeation and exaggeraion  about Iran,  understandingly enough, since
is amis to oetrow te curent regme. Many arides and coumnists  in
the popuar meda use e Moghedn asif it wee acedbe souce.  Congress
wouldbewellservedtobemadeawareofthebackgroundofthePMOland
thus be cauious in assessing  information receved  fom them.

But pethaps more significant woud be the balance brougt to the State
Departmentterrorismreportbythe McCainrequirement. The State
Departments  accusaion  that Iran is ‘the most dangerous state  sponsor  of
teroism  in 199" is based on chamges that Iren  has assassnated  poitical
opponerts.  Note that it is dificut to comment authoritatively on exacty
whos behnd the vaious  kiings, she had evdence 5 not avaldbe o s
curenty  being  investigated in ocouts in Europe

What 5 ofen deegaded i afides  aou ks  aleged  Saesponsoed
murdersisthefactthatmostofthesekilings(withafewinexplicable
excepions), as nexaussbe  astey ae, appear © bepat of aboad code of
vodence.  ran's  poiical opponents,  indudng  the Moahedin  and Kurdish
separss, ae oy axddig  len den g adlrs n aosshode
reds  and Eenoistype ateds.

Finally,andperhapsmostimportantly, theMcCainamendmentwould
lkey bereceved in Tehran as one bt of concete  evidence that the Unied
StatesisnotseekingtooverthrowthelslamicRepublic. Statementsby
seerd  US. oficaks, indudng  te recent ones by Marin  Indyk  and Anthony
Lake, have sad tet the Unied Saes 5 not tyng © owthrow the regime.
However, Iran lkely suspects that the United States greatest wish is o
toppe the Islamic regme, and the access to Congress and the meda by the
Mojghedin  only contibute  to that  impression. Iran also suspects that the
US. Central Inteligence Agency is fundng and supporing  the Mojahedin,
dong wih lans oher ach enemy, g Smply repofng on the Moghedn's
termonst acvy  woud do muchto ater that view. ©

Thecommentariesareclearaboutwhatitisthemullahswant.
Significantly, State  Department  officials began ther cals for a
dialoguewithTehranataboutthesametimetheMcCainamendment
firstappeared. U Theregimereactedbyreportingthedevelopment
widdy in is press, as asgn of Amercan weakness. Jomhourn Isami
WOE!

Poiitical anayss  view tese comments as an admsson o the faue  of al
o te USs hoske eos aget ken n te pet yeas. The US Asssart
Secelaly of Sae 5 eqressng  hs wiingness o hawe addogue wih Ian
astheEuropeancountriescontinuetopressuretheU.S.toresolveits

dificuiies wih te lsamc Repubic 2
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Eventually,thepaperpublishedkhameneisanswer:

His Reverence, Ayatolah  Khamene, the Leader of the Islamic  Revolution,
revesled te USs moives for addogue wih len in hs Novermber 4 addess
bst yer onte ooccason of te sezue o the US nest of spes.  Hesressed
that te naon of Ian does not need dialogue and conact with an amogant
enemysuchastheUnitedStates. B

Ascoud be eqeded,  the condistoy messages by dficaks o te
State Department had only raised the stakes. Kayhan Intematonal
daly suggesed that the Unied States accept several  precondiions
to faclitate negotiations to resove differences betveen the two
ocouties,. ¥

Justdayshbeforethe State Departmentreleaseditsreport,

KayhanHavai,  astate-runweeklypublishedforlraniansabroad,
WOE!

Whie  litle tme remains befoe the Sate Depatment submis is repot  on
the tenorst ndue o Rapis goupet t© tat countys  Congess, Zonst

circlesinthemediaand Congressofthe United Stateshavebeguna

tremendous campaigntodivertthe course and conclusionsofthis

investigaiive repot  The US. Sae Depatment hes caled Ravs  groupet

a tenorist organization and ths ocoutys  Congress has mandated the Stte
Department to repot on the goups naure and acfions. ®

Obviously,theregimehadpriorknowledgeofthereport's
pronouncements,  or it would not have spoken of congressional efforts
D ‘et te couse and condusos” t 5 a0 der tet cotay D
te picdpe  of ogedMy sressed by Congess, the Sae  Depatment
hed reached is condusons long before any investgaton and had,
asthestate-runlranianpapersaid,brandedtheMojahedinasa

The KayhanHavai articleattestedthatcalingtheMojahedin
“terrorists”wasatwo-sidedcoin, theothersideofwhichwas
rapprochement  with the regme. I wote:

Severd monhs befre, Robett Peletesu  had seied in arepot © the US.

Cogess onlen and fure  bseal  rebios et the US. does not realy

seek o ovetrow  the govemment of lrean and that it considered the Tehran
govemmentasapemanentfeature. 1

Salam, another  state-controled Tehran daly, commented:
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Insecurity in Iaqg and a European ood shoulder, have madethe [Mojghedin]
um as never before t the US. They have tied 10 use the influence  of the
Zonss ® fnd ahaen for themseves in te Setes.  The Zonst  influence
in the US’s dedsommaking bodes has prevented Washington from legally
ending the temorist grouplets  activiies in te US, despte the St
Depatments  posion that tey are termoiss. w

Report Cheered
Immediately  after the repots  publcation, IRNA reported:

TheU.S.State Departmentinanofficialstatermenthadadmittedthatthe

MKOwasaterroristgrouplet TheU.S.tooksuchanopenstancedespite
atempts by the Zioniss o receve approval  of the Americans for the MKO.
Asaresut, the tenoist goupet  which had pnned hope on the US. support
was al a once enrapped in a poltical impasse.

Whenyou consider  the regime's wish s, aslad out in the FAR
article, it s dear that the State Depatment repot was more than
generous. TheTehranregimehadlongawaitedjustsuchamoveto
justify is bloody recod of suppresson. A Telvan Times ediorial
refered ®© te repot as ‘indicaive of amnde andenng n the Wes,
an awakenng O the fact that they shoud not teke dams by dubous
frredom fghters  at face value, that whatever the Islamic  Republic
wassayingallalongagainsttheunprincipled, murderousMKOwas
a te’ ®harpot ontis atde IRNA added:

Tumng t the anger of Westem officials a the tenmorist MKClor  leading
themtobelievethattheywerethevoiceofreasonandrestraintandfor

hding ther tue natre as merenaries for Saddam, the paper termed ther
angerasnaturalsayingnovicimwaseverfreefromangeragainstthe

iirizer »

Another daly, Jomhoun Isami expressed satisfaction at the
repot aswe,  saying

The US. State Department has decared that the Monafegin are tenorists
ted t SaddamHussein, and the US. would never count on them in a future

Iranbecausetheyhavenosupportamongthelranianpeople. 2

InafabricatedaccountofanattackbytheMojahedinona
diplomaticautomobilebelongingtotheregimeinDenmark, IRNA
repoted:  ‘Poitical obsenvers  beiee tat te atadk on the lranian
dplomats took place in abid to bing the organization out of the
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presentdeadlockandatthesametimeencourageitsagentsin
Baghdad.”Asusual, Tehrancomplainedofthe State Department's
deay n taking such a sance:

IfWestern governmentswhich would termthe MKO as aterrorist

organization n ther piate tks and unpubished statements,  had openly
announced ther  point  of view twards te goupet,  no doubt the tenorsts
wouldnothavebeenemboldenedassuchtoattackthediplomats. 2

Thestate-controlleddaily, Abrar  wrotethattheU.S.State
Depatment repot  ‘ponts o the groups  inabiity to take power in
Irananddescribesthegroupasapuppetandundemocratictoolof
the Iag govemment” 2 An Arbic language paper reported:

AnlranianForeignMinistrysourcewelcomedthereportandsaid,on

condion  of anonymty, “This repot stenghens the hand of those Iranian
factionsthatarestilltryingtoconductaconstructivedialoguewith

Washington.” %

In ancother artide, Jomhoun Isami wiote,

Despitetremendous Zionistpressuresin Congress, the U.S. State

Depatment  was foced 0 admt 0 the [Mojghedins] termorist nature... The
repot  sad that the group had a 29yearrecord of undemocratic  behavior,
includingaseriesofassassinations, kidnappings,inimidation,armed

insumecion and suppresson of  dissent.. Somedf the documents refered
nte epot ae Ees st bylegs © te US Sae Depatment,  Eesiing
thet ter rmlives i the 1991 insurecion o te g peope aganst te
BaathistrulewerekiledbyjointexecutionsquadsofBaathistsand

[Maghedr].. The Moghedin's] dengs  of responsbity for tenoist ads

Based on repots  fom ran, the mulahs are making the most of
the repot to bring pressure to bear on poliical prisoners. it is
representedasvindicationofKhomeini's fatwa declaring:*The
Mojahedin,theirmembersandsupportersalike,areallcondemned
O deah adtere s noneed for atial” %

The Consequences

AScud missie  attack on abase of the Natonal Lberaion — Amy
of Iran only aweek after the reports  publication was viewed by a
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joumal on Midde Eastem affsis asthe resut of ageen gt to
TehranfromWashington:

Ilan appears 0 have consdered  carefuly the possbe dpomaic efeds of
is decson D bunch te cosshoder  aiads  and deaded tat the iniatve
was worth  the  risk... What appeared to covince  the  Iranians, coecty it
seems, that they had effecively been gven the green light fom the West
wasthefactthattheU.S. State DepartmenthadinOctoberdenouncedthe
MKCIor being profoundy  undemocratic  and unrepresentative of the Iranian
peope. #

Salamtriedtoglossoverthefactsinresponsetoareader’s
question:“iwantedtoknowtheconnectionbetweenthelU.S.State
Departments  repot  in favor of Iran and against the [Mojahedin],
and lens misse atadk onter base n lag” The repy: “Athough
thetimingoftheattackandthestatementthatdescribesthe
[Maojahedin]asterroristmayleadonetomakesuchaconclusion”
tet 5 nat e case 2

Mahmoud Mohammadi, the regime’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman,defendedtheattackwithargumentsabouttheregime
beng ‘the gestest vdm of awae of teroism.” Hereered 1 the
Sate Department repot  tat desaibed the [Moahedin]  as terrorist
adsd ‘t s inhdce d te rghiuhess o our posion For yeas
we have said, and provided numerous documents attesting that they
are terorists, and nowthe Idamic Repubic has been vindicated  as
never befoe” 2

After having accused the democraic  opposiion in ran of being
‘Vioert, ‘enoid, ‘ied © g’ heg ‘o popur bese” et
WashingtoncouldhardlycondemnTehran'seffortstodestroyso
“undesirable”amovement,eventhoughindoingsotheregimehad
broken  intemational laws. Futhermore,  the Department s evidenty
wel aware that any posiion  ciical of the regime on an issue that
concemstheMojahedinandNCR ,isdetrimentaltoitshopesofa
attack, Tehran felt secure enough from an intemational proest 1o
ty bombing an NLAbase. The attacking jet fighters  were diven off
by antraircratt fre, but managedto siike at Kurdsh bases in the
no-flyzoneinnorthemlrag,completelycontrolledbyAmerican
warplanes. *° Again,therewasnoreactionfromtheU.S. State
Department.
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Theseeventsdemonstratethataslongassuchbiasedviews
peva aou te lnen  Ressance,  uh Bk by US dices about
the regmes oulaw behavor wl hae noefe  These evenis conim
thatthe  defacto  U.S.policyisnothingotherthanappeasingthe
mulahs at the expense of the lranian peope’s Resisance  movement
t s apoicy tha wil ony encouage moe aimes. In te couse of
the Badiar muder till n Pais, n whch wo of te regmes  agents
were seneced e ad emeas,  Khomenis  heis dd ther umost
tousetheStateDepartmentreporttoinfluencetheverdict Ina
kter 0 te cout accompaned by the repot the regme's ambessador
lashedoutattheMojahedin,sayingthatthebestresponseisthe
Sate  Departmernts. Hetied © potay the regime as avidm of the
Moghedins  temorism. 3

Doing TheirBest

Whilethereportwasheingprepared, theregimetriedthrough
different channels to ensure that it would denounce the Mojahedin
ad efled  te muahs  vewponts. Totis end Rafsanan’s dfice
andtheregime’sForeignMinistryjointlypreparedaplan,tobe
implemented under the supenision of Kamal Knharazi, the regime's
ambassadortotheU.N.inNewYork.\WhenCongresseventually
sgesed tet & owaed afr ot te daics  assaed e bgebDs
andincreasedtheireffortstoprovidethe Departmentwithbogus
information against the Majahedin.

InSeptember, TehransentanunofficialemissarytotheU.S.
lbahim Yazd, lans Foegn Mnser in the pedod afer the shahls
overthrow,waswellsuitedforthejob. Hisson-in-law, Mehdi
Noobaksh wholves in the States, had been contacted by the State
Depatment about the Mophedn.  Moreover, since Yazd dd not hod
an official posiion  in the regme, he had afree hand. Tehran had
inended to keep his whereabouts unknown, at least untl afier the
repots  publication, but the Moghedn leamed though ther souces
n len o M. Yazds misson, adised two seemes onhs vt 2
After his presence had been exposed, there was an attempt at damage
conro.  Anlranian radio slaion amanged an intenview  with  him,
pretendingthatithadtakenplaceinlran.Afterthereportwas
ulimatelyreleased,however,Yazdigaveaseriesofspeechesin
Washingion.  An lranian  joumalist present in one of these meetings
sad: ‘I one of the seminars, particpants reaized that Yazd had
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cometo the US. onamisson from the Isamic Repubic” =

Accoding 0 aninemal  repot by M. Rafsananis dice,  Kamd
Khamazi estbished  contadts, tvough lbrahim  Yazdi, Bijen Sepasy
andHoushangAmirAhmadi,withanumberofformerU.S.officials
andexpertswhoadvocatedapolicyofappeasementtowardthe
regime. TheyhopedtoprepareastatementagainsttheMojahedin,
sgned by these officials and experts, for submisson fto the St
Department. Thedraftcontainedsuchallegationsas“employing
popular base” ‘threatening lanans  aooad” et In a condental
repot 10 Tetvan, Mr. Khamazi exoressed hope that  individuals such
asRichard Cottam, Gary Sick, Ervand Abrahamian, Ruhollah
Ramazani,NastaRamazani, BahmanBakhtiari, MohammadJa'far
Mahallatiandotherswouldendorsethestatement. %*Headdedthat
theseindividualshadbeeninindependentcontactwiththe State
Department.

Simultaneously, FAIR, theregime’slobbyinWashington,
launcheditsowncampaignagainsttheMojahedinandtheNational
CouncilofResistance. FAIRwasformedinsummer1992, following
the House majoity  statement expressing suppot for the NCR. FAR
registeredastheregime'sagentwiththe DepartmentofJustice,
whosedocumentsindicateamonthlystipendof$20,000fromthe
regimes  pemanent misson  a the Unied Natons.  In addiion, FAIR's
president,  Bjon Sepasy, receved amontly saary of $10000. Other
epenses were pad for sepaaely.

FAR's aciviies induded halfpage ads in the Washingion Post
and NewYok Times, dsating the State Departments  posiion  against
the Moghedn and attempting to potray the regime as a‘vidm  of
the Moghedin's  temorism” % FAR also sert leters 0 congressmen
and aher Ofical, whch avoded  dentiying t asargsered by
o te lanan regme. ¥in alkeer 1 IrananAmeicans, FAIR urged
themtocontacttheirelectedrepresentativesinCongressand
discourage  ther suppot for the National Councl of Resstance of
en. ® The leter, sgred by Sepasy, desabes  te inoeasng suppat
for the NCRn the US. Congress as an ‘ememgency” Refening 1t the
Sate Depatment postion  against the Mojahedin, he wites:  “There
aremembersofCongress—possibly yours —whomistakenlybelieve
the MughedineKhalq to be a legtimate voce of opposiion o the
presentgovemmentinlran.Why?BecausetheMujahedin-e-Khalq
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has been engaged in intense lobbying,  badked by lragi  money. Dont
let this wvoce bethe ony one your memberof Congress hears. Your
hep s ugenty needed” * Previous repots by the Siate  Department
wereincluded,alongwiththerecommendationthatincontacting

ther congressmen, lranans  shoud sress that the State  Department
is opposed to the Mojahedin.  Thousands of lranians  who had received
ths letter sent copes t the NCRofice in Washington, expressing
theirdisdainatFAIR. Whenthecampaignfailed, theregimesent

faudulent  leters o congressmen and govemment  oficals.

At the sametme, the regme tied to feed the State Department
erroneousinformationontheMojahedin. Forexample, throughan
Iranianmiddieman,NasserKhajenour, “Tehranprovidedalistof
114namesof“formerMojahedinmembers.” Anumberofthese
individuals ae Mng in Ian, someare pison guards and torturers
and ahers  ae welnomn  members of oher goups, indudng  several
Mandst facions. “ Thelist wasone of several propaganda  gimmicks
a threadbare  allegation the regime brings out of mohbals every so
den

TowardstheendofSeptember,theMojahedinreceivedreliable
repots  fom insde sources that  offidals in the regme eqeced an
atfde  against the organization to be pubished in the Wal Steet
Joumal in ealy Ocdober. In astange ooinddence, in September the
Sate Department also  began refening the manyrequests it receved
for nfomaion  onte Moghedn t the Wal Steet Jourd  reporter.
The Moghedins  Washingon press ofice informed the ediors  of the
Wal Street Joumal of the mater.

Overthesummerof1994, theregimelaunchedasustained
campeign of femed ateds onte Moghedn by the siate-contoled
responsble  for the tagc bombing of the holy shine of ImamReza
(the eighth Shite  Imam). Next, they were blamed for the cowardly
muders of tree Chisian  derics. The ondaught  was so dlaring it
appeared odd, even to foreign observers  and analysts.  An informed
joumalist sad a the tme thet eapparery unii the day the repot
comes out, the regme wil be dong something evety day to gwve the
StateDepartmenttheammunitionitneeds.
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Policy Options

TherearetwoschoolsofthoughtconceminglranamongU.S.
govemmentalandnon-govemmentalpolicyplanners,expertsand
Spedialists on Midde East and lranan  affairs. Someargue tat the
oy efedve  gopoach 5 ashow of dedsveress by the  inemational
community. Basing ther argument on the experience of the past 16
years, they refue the noion of moderates o pragmatists wihin e
regme, and sress the mulahs adive ivovement  in intemational
terrorism, epot o fundameniaisn  and dhacs o regonal  countries,
and saunch opposion  © te peace process. They also say the regime
isvigorouslyseekingtoobtainnucleartechnologyandhasan
ambitiousprogramtostockpileadvancedweaponry. Theypointto
efiots to atan long range missies, and o Tehran's demonstrated
readness 1 use tem These epats rase te ssue of fagant human
mhs  vidaions aswd vemg t as indcaie o te regmes bk
of popuar suppot  They condude that te US!s interests are best
seved by afim poicy  visaws the regme. Insead of invesing in
bogus‘moderation, theU.S.shouldlooktochangebythelranian
peope. This approach s endorsed by a Significant bock in Congress.
In recert yearss, representatives and seairs . have singy  and jontly
issued statements caling  for  dedsiveness, condemning the regime
andsupportingtheNCR.

The opposing view is that, in due couse, te acurent  Iran  regime
wil tone downand lose the fenvor of exdremism. Thus, the comect
policyistoencouragethe“moderateorpragmatist'faction. The
proponentsofthisapproacharguethatanyfirmnesstowardthe
Tehranregimewilonlystrengthenthe*radicals"anddelaythe
process of transmutation. Consequerty, whie these experts cannat
deny the regme's extremist  behavior and inolvement  in  termorism,
they poray them as insignificant or the work of ‘rogue” factions
wihin  the regime. Sometimes they are depcted as largely  Moahedin
propaganda.

James Bl explains the views of those couting the mullahs as
werefashionedthroughtheenomouspressures,bothintemaland
etend, tat wee gopled © Ilan” “® Refering © lans  stakege
location, they ague tat the Unted Sales cannat remain  indifferent
toward lran. Tosuppot ther analysis, adwocaes  inevitably reject
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any opposion  to the regime, portraying it instad as a pemrmanent
featurewithwhichtheU.S.mustutimatelycometoterms. Thus,

ther poposed couse of adon & D exdde  ‘paencd veas the
regimeuntiisuchtimeastheU.S.canamveatanunderstanding

wih & Though tey sddom refer O it pubidy, these ‘epets’ a0
beleve tat the US. must make someconcessons 10 enice  te regime
o engage in a dialogue.

Thermidore-type Policy

Ower the years, the advocaes of tis e have done ther  best ©
ey  te megmes pddes N ter adlses nevews and wilngs.
Depending onthe circumstances, they have also advocated
compomise wih the deics asafad o e Thus, manyin the US.
desabe them as “gpoogsts”

In te mid1980s, the procompromise facion fet tat ran wes
onte vege of idoy n te leag War Theefoe, tey sad  te
US. must accept the realty  of the Khomeni regme. The message is
appeasement.Inal1986article,"Howlranisbecomingthe Gulf
Supeponer,” Gay Sdk  awelnoawn  poponent  of tis ine,  refered
o te regmes advances n te war and the passbity o vaoy ad
establishment of an ldamic govemment in lraq;

This scenario  seems farfetched only because it has not happenedyet — But
thisscriptisadescriptionofthebasicelementsofaplanthatiran's
revolutionaryleadershavebeenpursuingwithconsciousdetermination-

and considerable  successover  the past year. f weare suprised agan by
ran, as wehave been in the past, wehavwe ony ouseles to blame.

Ilans  recent successes were te resut  of consdous dedsons tken
revese pooes ta hedbougt @ © acsly deadend n i wer wih g
The brillant feat of ams, whch boe compaison wih Awer Sadafs  supise
atack across the Suez Canal, was no fuke. It demonstrated  corvincngly
thatthelranianleadershipwasnolongermotivatedsolelybyreligious
ra

Onthebasisoftherecentperformance,onecanonlyconcludethat
s miay Wl beafoce D bedeat wih n te rgon for someime ©
core. The samecodsson . gopes o the polical leadarshp. s theoaaic
poliical sudue s uige, een bzare by Wesen sandads. S t hes
shownaremarkableabiitytomanagechaosandtoprotectitsinterests
effecively whenis suwd B a sake “

The apdogists  have lost no opportunity o identfy — signals  for
posive  dange n the regme's  poides. In 21987 atde n Foepgn
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Afais, Gay Sk woe:

Inidally, Ilen podamed s foegn  poiy n absoue,  edusoray s
n which s me wesb save as te eenpar ad caayst 1 bing ‘idam
o te enie wold’” Thelenen Msty of Foegn Afars  and the foegn
senice  were purged repeatedly, and representatives abroad were exhorted
b ahue tadiord doomacy hn fvor of revoutornaty ad dodirel  purty.
Implicitinthisapproachwastheassumptionthattheworidwascormupt

and,intheend, theworidneededlranmorethaniranneededtheworld.

Afler four years of war, that assumpion wasweaing thin. In Ocober 1984,
Khomeinisummoned Iran'sdiplomaticrepresentativesfromabroadand
instructedthemtotakeanewapproach. Weshouldactasitwasdonein

ealy Isam when the Prophet.. send ambassadors o al pats of the word
o estbish  proper relaons. Wecamnot st idy by saing wehavwe nothing
o dowih te govemmens. Ths is contay © ineledt and reigious law.
Weshould have relations wih al govemments with the excepton of afew
wih whch wehae no reaions  at present. Wewl not esisbish  relations
with America unless America behaves properly.”

Thesepronouncementsmarkedafundamentalshift, notinTehran's
foeign  poicy goas but in s stalegy for pusung those goals.  Khomeni
and hs leuenants hed dscovered  that apoicy of unrelening hostity and
pressure  wes geting nowhere, and, more importart, hampering Iran's  abity
D ssan isef  a homg whe fging atd war.

These announcements in ke 1984, were foloned by aseies  of missons
by key Iranan  poliical fores © dozens of counties  tyoughout  the woid.
The message of these emissaies in each case wasthat lran  posed no miitary
o sibvesve  treat o s neghbos,  tat te wer wih Ilag was imposed on
Iran by SaddamHusseins aggresson, that Iran had no tenitorial designs
onlag o any oher naion in te Pesan Guf regon, and that lren  desies
nomal  poliical ad trade rdions  wih a ocouties o te woid.

By mid1986, Khomeini was able to asset ‘There was a time when the
siuation wes chedic  and eveyhing  wasin mins, buthank  Godeverything
5 nowpoper ad ngt. domesic  and inemational afleis  ae put ngt.”

Iran has proved adept in the pracice of ‘thump and &K’  diplomacy,
lashingoutwithwhatappearstobeutterfearlessnessandabandonat
enemiesofallsizeswhilesimultaneouslydiscussingagreementsand
conoessons. IS repuaion asa‘cazy SaE’ s deseved but b s ofen nat
asaay ast seems.

t s apparent that Ian has modfied, at kast for the tme being, is
milenarian goal of bigng ‘“sam ® te enie woid in favor of a poicy
thet might be desabed  as ‘dericalsm in one county..”

Pehaps because o te hgh pice & pad for the ognd  hosage o,
Iran now attempts to avoid drect associaion  wih temorism. Its  deputy
pime minser  hes dedared  (Mh  asraight face) tat & 5 ‘aganst  hosge
teking which s aso rgected by ldam” and that it wil ‘teke any measures
in is powers wherever in the wold’ to oppose the taking of hostages. *®
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Mr.Sick'scommentarywaspublishedwhileascoreofAmerican
ad Biish  naionals were being held by the regme’'s  agents in South
Lebanon.Atthesametime, hedescribedtheregimeasavictimof
the Moghedin's  temorism.

In1988, Sicklikenedthe Iraniansituationtowhatwas
transpiing in te Sovet Unon “ Adwcaing apoicy of couing the
mullahsmoreopenly, hestressedthatthe United Statesmustrid
issf of the specer of the lenConra  afar tet had cast a shadow
oer US pdcy in the regon. ¥ Sometime kter, in a CNNnevew,
helaudedtheU.S.govemmentforholdingsecrettalkswiththe
regime’srepresentatives. “8 InasubsequentinterviewwithNBC
television,heagainexpressedsupportforsecrettalkswiththe
mullahs,sayingthatthelraniansreallywantedtochangetheir
image. *

Shortlyafterthe State Departmentreportcameout, Mr. Sick
woe, ‘len B e for apeecdd owtue P eesong  ‘lsthion o
potential ofenders,  even when combined wih asricc  intemational
ban on the sde of nudear techndogy s not suficent o soe the
utimate  problem.” * Rejecting the poicy of containment,  he added
that the Cinton Administration shoud namea senor  represeniative
b dat ©dg  wihout preoondios, wih len  Mr Sds  canddae
for te job wes Assstant  Secetary of Sae Robet Peletreay, whose
departmentpreparedthereportontheMojahedin. Sickconcluded
that appontng a senior  represeniative ‘would  add a new seriousness
of pupose o US. exressons of wilingness to tak o lIan. Iran
complains that its secuity concems go unheeded by the West” % In
other words, the appointed contact to establish  dialogue with the
mullahs'wouldaddress Tehran's“securityconcems. Themullahs
haverepeatedlyandexplicitlyidentifiedtheirprimaryconcem,
throughdiplomaticchannelsontheonehandandbytorturingand
exeauing even magnal  suppoters of the Resistance,  assassinating
Ressances  adivss aboed, and bombing s beses. Oficaks n te
US. and other counties are fuly aware of this realty. Clearly,
therefore, Mr. SdKs cal for addogue wih Tehran to addess is
secuity  concems can meanonly one thing:  That the US. attack the
Moghedin and National Councl of Resistance, a pimary “security
concem’  of the lanan  regime.

To pomuigate  such views, ther authors must potray the regime
as popular and conceal its  atrocities. In 1988, Khomeni ordered an
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exensve  wave of poliical execuions  largely  of Moghedn  members
andsympathizers,describedasunprecedentedbyinternational

human rights  organizations. His designated  successor, Hossein Al
Montazeri,protestedthattheexecutionswouldnoteliminatethe

Moghedin, but ony add o ther  populary. Here s what James Bil

had to say about the mass executons aftr awvist 1 lan in ealy

1989, Aseting thet te ‘geat meply o te lenen  peope  suppot’

the regime, he added:

Whenthemostrecentcyclemercifully stopsspinning, the periodof

revolutionary edreme temor shoud be complete.  With the war apparenty
overandtheoverwhelmingmajorityofthelranianpeopleseekingpeace

and nomaky, tere s hope that the 10h amnvesary  of the revouion  wil
usherinanewerawhentherevolutionarypragmatistswilltakeoverthe
poliicalcontrolsofthestateandwhenthebuilders,reconstructers,

deveopers, and heders can mowet te foe o py ther tades =

Sx yeas He, M. Bls vHos o modedion and reconsiucion
inlranarenowhereinsight. Onthecontrary,themulliahshave
intensifiedthe crackdownoninternaldissentandsteppedup
intemational terorism  and export  of fundamentalism, emerging  as
the main treat t peace and Stabiity in te regon.  Yet, Mr BI
insists  onhs views. In apece for Mdde East Poicy in 1993, he
dies adsoouse onte regmes sae and US. poiy. In usifying
the mukehs  atodies, he potays te lenan regmes  humaniighs
violations, terrorism,weaponspurchasesandeffortstoacquire
nudear technology as ‘myths” and therefore  negigible. Like other
suppoters of compomise, he beleves  tat the US. must take futher
steps in rapprochement with the lranian  regime, and questions  even
thenominaldenunciationsbythePresidentandthe Secretaryof
See.  Hewies:

The curent US. poicy of pressuing and pubidy ocondening flen is based
uponaseriesofpredominantmythsandmisunderstandings...American
poicy makers are pursuing  a counterproductive strategy. Intemationally,
ran will respond in kind to US. pressure;,  wihin  the Islamic  Repubic  of
Iran itseff, ths pressue wil  ony stenghen te most edreme groups who
connue to feed off the emotons and suffeing  that have foloned in the
path of the revoluon and the long, devesiaing  wer wih Irag.

f US pocy adpesue ae ade 0 doseious  economic and poliical
hams © Ien, the resut  coud be dsestous  for the stbily in te Persan
Guf. (A pudent poicy woud frst  be based on a recogniion of what is
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mythandwhatisrealityconceminglran.Suchpolicywouldtheninvolve

onng doanthe heoic  whie paediong  te paience  belfiing agest poner.
TheUnitedStatesshouldconsiderimplementingalow-keydialoguewhile

nitating asgies o oonfidence  buidng  measures that woud be gpporioned
o the lranan response. *

Anotherpersonintroducedasaniranexpertattheendofthe
StateDepartmentreportisMehdiNoorbaksh, lbrahimYazdi'sson-
in-law. Mr.Noorbakshhasveryclosetieswiththeregime’s
ambassadortothe UnitedNations, KamalKharrazi,whohasgiven
lage sums of money o the Insttute for Research in ldamic  Studes
(IRIS),whichNoorbakshheads. Hecriticizes U.S. policyfor
inatention 0 the ‘reEome’ fadions, whch, heegans, B whyte
present regime has radicalized. Heeven blames this policy for the
hostage  crisis, agung tat even Khomeni  wes iniialy opposed 0
the US. Embassy takeover.  Nootaksh formulates his version of the
poper US. poicy onlan in ts way.

It has to be recognzed that the process of transiommation has not yet been
compeed.  Therewoion s not yet over. enen sodey s sl N apost
revolutionaryphaseinwhichmanyquestionsmustbeansweredandmany

problemsresolved. Conflictaidsonlyradicalisminsideandpostpones

constructive debates on domesic and foreign  poicy. %

Speaking of oher, dwase fados N en,  he condudes:

AwarenessofthisdiversityhelpstheU.S.toovercomemisunderstanding
aboutlslamandthe Muslimworldandencouragespositiveengagement
withMuslimsandIranianswhowithinandoutsidethegovernmentare
pushing for moderation. %

The discredied saga of ‘moderaes’ 5 the aux of M. Noohakshs
aeyss.  The poy hes been successiuly wsed for yeas by e mulahs,
wh alite hep fom ter fieds © foesd afm pdy. h ter
“‘impartial”assessments, however,Messrs.NoorbakshandBill
orroock 15yeas of US. efots o e te mukhs and redize  the
dreamof“‘moderates.” Thatpolicywasadismalfailure,only
encouragng the mulshs O pesst  in ther  polices. Interestingly,
opposion o the  Mojahedin.

Ervand Abrahamian, whose wiings  fom the basis for the State
Departmentreport,explainsthisgroup'sperspectiveinhismost

60



Mullahs&theReport

recent book, Khomenism. Hewies that the word “fundamentalist’
does not popely defire Khomen. The cored B s ‘populst’ i
Khomensm 5 afom of popusm, it ooniains the potental for dhange
and acoepiance  of modemity-even  evenualy  of poliical pluralism,
gender equalty, indvidual nghts and sodal democacy” * He adds:
“MyargumentisthatKhomeinismshouldbe seenasaflexible

asargos  owsade oosessed wih o sapud B g puiy
andtheologicaldogma.” %8 |nthelastchapterafhisbook, Mr.
Abrahamianconcludes:“Astheradicalshavebeenmarginalized,

Rafsanjaniand Khameneihave implemented afullrange of
Thermidore-typepolicies;intheeconomy,insocialmatters,in

judiciary, and in foregn  affars” ® Severa yeas afer the booKs
publication,however,theconsequencesofthese Thermidore-type

poiitical and sodal  suppresson,  gowing pubic  dscontent  at home
and increasng  invovement  in terorism abroad.

Bic Hoogund s another source of repot  Lavish in his support
for te muehs of Ian, hehes frequenty taveed © tat county in
recentyears,andisoneofthemaostnotoriousproponentsofan
appeasement poicy.  Herecerly — became Editor  in Chief of US-Han
Review, pubished in Washingon by the mulahs US. lobby, FAR

Dangerous Moderates

Parick Clawson, anepat onlenen  dfais, reeds doser  tes
wih the regme, noing: “The moderates maypose a greater  threat
than the fadicals o sabity n te Guf.” ®In hs book Ians
Challengetothe West: How, Whenand Why? hewrites: “Many
arguments have been made against  culivating relaions  wih Iranian
moderates” Dismissng  the poicy of ‘tingng  Iean o the famiy of
neions” e Saes

Thispolicyofaccommodationisbasedonthehypothesisthat
economicmoderation—iree-marketpolicies,extensivetradeand
investment—wil led 0 foreign poicy moderation.  Sofar, tere s
ile edlence © sypot tis assumpion. Indeed, t ocoud be agued
thatadditionalresourceshavepermittedirantoaccelerateits
rearmament,tostepupitspressureonGulfstates,andtomeddie
more in Midde Eastem polices fom Lebanon to Algeia and Sudan
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the exact opposte of what Europe and Japan had hoped to accomplsh

trough their poicy of accommodation. ©

Refeing  to congressional opposion  and ardes
highlighting ‘the nsks of geater tade wih Iran,
poy as ingfedhe

in te press
he brands the

Gng te edny epeenes g te enCota o,

M. Canson desobes the poiy o ‘camorandsick’

Acarrot-and-stickpolicycontainsdangersthatneedtobecarefully

as unreasic:

oosceed k5 ky D un ot D beks efede  ten hoped ad n ay
case, it mght not be acoeplable o the American people. There maywel be

no basis for a constuctive relationship between the Islamic

Repubic  and

the US.. In this case, te bet US poicy maybe conainment. Economic

weaknessesandthegrowingdisilusionmentofthelranianpeoplewith
o comanment woud suoceed.  Theresevor of suppot for e
fed by the waters of hatred for te shah, has un dy. ®

JoshuaMuravchik aspecialistindemocracy,humanrightsand

et a poicy
derics, once

American foreign  policy, sees the policy choice of ‘regme versus

Moghedi” i alager oconex, i which the Mojghediis

o

toward democracy is the key factor.  Democracy, Muravchk believes,

may offerananswerto aterrible problem, the rise of Islamic
‘fundamentaism,” that is fanatical, poliiczed and vidert..
special concem from the point of view of those who delight

t & aso o
in the recent

pogess  of democracy aound the gobe. Wih the oolapse  of the bst of te
geat and temble 20th century totalitarian ideological altematives to

democracy, the one remaining fierce  opponent of democracy in
te foce of Kamc fagidcem ®

Reflectingonhisdiscussions aboutdemocracywiththe
Mojahedin,Mr.Muravchikstates:

Theideathatitmightbe possibletostimulatethedevelopmentofa
democraticovementinlrantochallengefanaticismrightatitscenter
intiguedme.Fortoday, TehranistolslamicfanaticismwhatMoscowwas
toworldcommunism. 6

Afer reviewing the State Depatments  alegations
possbe  explanatons, he reasons:

6 2
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ff tey fre Moghedn] are not the good guys thet they say, and | hope they
are,westilhaveahard-headedstrategicreasontosupportthem. The
govemmentofiranisaveryspecialthreatandanenemywhosepotential

for damage spreads very far and wide..

There s also aless hadheaded reason for teking an interest  in what
the Mojphedn say. Lefs suppose that the fears of ther  ciics are wel
founded,andtheydonotmeanwhattheysayaboutdemocracy. Thefact
that they are taking about democracy and not Sloganeering, is sl very
important. Theyaretalkingaboutthevaluesofreligioustoleranceand
conesed  eledions. They ae kg about the vaues of terance  as opposed
tocruelty,whichseemstobethefundamentalissue. Theyarespreading
ths message amongthe Iranian people and in ther pat of the woldd. This
isaveryvaluablemessagetohavespread,whetherthepeoplewhoare
sreadng t ae soee o ot Wehave ofen seen that peope st Soreading
amessage and eventualy  they convince themselves. Fom this  perspective,
een te dgedion  tet tey ae nshcere s not adecsve  doedion, because
the Mojghedin say the rght things about democracy, and | ameager to see
peope in tis pat of the wold taking about democracy. ®

FoXs Tai
In 5 scacth for away padege te besdess alegaions aganst
the Mojghedin, the State Department has refered t the views of a
number of appeasement poicy advwocates. Asthe Persian saying  goes:
‘They asked the fox, Whois your winess? Hesad, Mytall”
Inhisbook, Khomeinism ,Ervand Abrahamianexplainsthat
duringtheMossadeqera,theshah'sregimetried, withthedirect
asssance of govemments suppoting i O rewie  hisoy:
SomeWesem academics dd ther  best © expugae  fom their  publcations
anymentionofthe CIAandMI6inthe 1953 coup. Infact, recent
auobogaphes  reveal thet the sheh ofien subsdzed  Bifish  and American
academics whose publications tended to reinforce  the cout Vview of modem
lnan  hisoy,  especaly o te 1953 eets. ¥

Themullahs'regimehaspursuedthesame modusoperand;
promating its viens through third paties and spending miions  of
das onldby goys, suh as FAR Thee 5 a gyniicat diference,
however. In light of the imemediable aises plagung them, before
seeding 0 dstot  hsooy, te muahs must it ty © coer w te
present  Therr  atrodiies a homeand ther  intemational isolation
abroad.
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