Vi

History

The nneeenth  century, oonadng  wih te nde of the Qaar dynesly

inlran,isrememberedbymostlraniansasaneraofnational

Subugeion by foregn povers,  pariauary imperel  Russa and Great

Britain, bothofwhichfrequentlyinfringedonlraniannational

sovereignty. Cotrol  over lanian ol felds madeBrian  the major

power in ran until te end of Wold Warll. After the fal of Reza

Shah's  dictatorship in 1941, popular movements began to voice the

lranian  resentment of Briish  colonialism and the puppet regimes.

Inthelate 1940s, Dr. Mohammad Mossadeq ledthe movementto

nationalize Ians o  industy. His movement had widespread  support

amongthe lranan peope, and the shah wasforced in 1951 to appoint

hm as pime misler  afer  pafament raiied te o naionaizaion

bil. Dr.Massadeq's27-month-termwasdevotedontheonehandto

impementing  the newlaw, and on the other to confronting the joint

conspiraciesofthecourt, reactionaryclergy,andpro-Soviet

communistTudehParty. TheBritishessentiallycoordinatedthese

CONSIACES. Depe te g n ks favor onte d e by te

IntemationalCourtofJusticeattheHagueandthe U.N.General

Assembly, Briish  hostity towards Mossadeg's  govemment  persisted.

h 1952 the Uned Saes died isf wh te Bish n ts pooy.
Unfortunately, Mossadeg's owvertrov  in a U.S-engineered coup

déa ocovinced Ianans  thet te Unted Siates hed replaced  Biiain

in defendng te shah and depiving  lanans of democracy and their

natonal  interests. The bruel  suppresson  of student protests  and

the kiing of tree sudent leades oy for months afer the oo,

onte ere of Vice Presdent Richard Nxons tp 0 Iran in December

1953 oy seved 0 cofimm  this  view.
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In arepot submited o Presdent Hsenhoner's  Natonad — Secuiy
Councl in 1953, US. poicymakers explained ther suppot for the
shah:

Overthelongrun,themosteffectiveinstrumentformaintaininglran's
orientationtowardsthe\Westisthemonarchy,whichintumhasthearmy

asis ony real source of power. US. miltay ad senes to impove amy
morale, cement amy loyally to the shah, and thus consoidate  the present
regme and provide someassurance that ran's  cument  orientaion towards
the West wl  be pepetual. 2

Mohsen Miani, author of The Makig of lans lamc  Reawlfon

The coup had dastic  consequences.  Fist,  because it was generdy  belleved
that te United Sttes had saved his throne, the shah lost his legiimacy.
From then on, he was tainted as an American puppet.  and most important,
theforeign-orchestratedcoupseemedtohavetouchedtheverysensitive
pride-nerveofsomemiddleclassliranianswhoperceivedthemonarchas

America's  shah. 2

John F. Kemredy's eecion 1t te Presdency n 1960 raised  hopes
that the new administration would make the defense of human rights
and democracy afoegn  poicy goal and theefore dssuade the sheh
fromhisrepressivewaysandlimithisdictatorship. Theshah's
extended tip to the US. in late 1962, however, was foloned by a
widespreadcrackdownonpopularprotestsby SAVAK andthearmy
n te i haf of 1963 dashng a such hopes Aslen eqpet Shau
Bakhash puts it

Oneresuttofthesedevelopmentswastopushelementsoftheopposition

toward  an increasingly radical  posiion. The suppresson of the 1963 protest
movementpersuadedyoungmenoftheNationalFrontthatconstitutional

methods of opposiion  against  the shah were ineffecive. 4

Miani agrees that the historical consequences  were profound:
The June uprising  had a profound  impact  both on lranian  polics n genera
andontheulamacommunityinparticular. Intheliterature of most

oppositiongroupstotheshah, the Juneuprisingsymbolizedtheendof
peacefulcoexistencewiththeshahandjustifiedthestartofthearmed

stugge aganst his regime. S
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Insubsequentyears,theshahincreasinglystrengthenedthe
secretpolice, SAVAK whichhadbeenformedin1957withAmerican
suppart.  Notorious  for s use of torture, SAVAKgrew to symbolize
the shahls e fom 196379, apeiod aso deadeized by comupiion
intheroyalfarmily,one-partyrule, thetortureandexecutionof
thousands of poliical prisoners, sweeping dampdown,  suppression
of dissent, and alienation of the religious masses, whase historic
symbolswereopenlyscomed. Throughoutthoseyears, theUnited
Statesreinforceditsimageastheshah’sprotectorandstaunch
supporter,sowingtheseedsoftheanti-Americanismthatlater
manifested  iseff  in the revolution against the monarchy. In this
historical conext, te foces that would buid lans fuure - the
younger generaion - began b search for asouion o the country's
problems.

The1960salsosawariseinresistancemovementsthroughout
the tid woild, most heady infuenced by Manism. This appled B
someextentto Europeansocietiesaswell, where dissident
movementsalsobegantoemerge. Majorstudentmovementswere
fomed in Fance and Gemary. In fan, fustraton wih the faiures
of the tradional secular  opposiion  propeled the  inteligentsia
towardsMarxismasapossiblesolution. Theysawnohopeinthe
Isam espoused by tradiional religious leaders, such as Khomeini.
Meanwhile,witheverystep,theshahheightenedtherepression,
oly oessng te poenid  for socdd  revoution

The Founding

The Sazemane Moahedinre Khalge Ian , or Peope's Mojahedin
Organizationofiran,wasfoundedin1965byMohammadHaninejad 6
andtwootheryoungintellectuals, Sa'idMohsenand Ali-Asghar
Badizadegan.  The tree wanted 0 estabish  a Musim,  revolutionary,
nationalist and democraic  organization. Al university graduates,
theyhadbeenpoliticallyactiveinthenationalistmovementfor
democracysincetheMossadegeraandlaterbecamemembersof
MehdiBazargan'sFreedomMovement. BothHanifnejadandMohsen
hed been temporaly  detained by the shah's secret poice  for therr
pdcA adies

The founders  ulimate  goal westo pave the way for a democratic
goemment © repace te shahs regme. In conrast o most of  ther
contemporaries, they belleved that a new, democratically incined
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interpretationoflslamwasthemeanstothisend. Theysetabout
establishing a poiitical organization that coud suvive the shahs
represson and respond 0 the needs of odinary  dizens. This was no
easy task
They began by refuing  the readionary interpretation of Islam,
markingtheMojahedin'sfirstconfrontationwiththetraditional
cdergy, whooonsdered themselves the soe guardans of the faih.
They and the organization's new members painstakingly Studed the
vaious schools of thoughtt as wel as llanan  histoy  and those  of
othercountries,enablingthemtoanalyzeotherphilosophiesand
theorieswithconsiderableknowledgeandtopresenttheirown
idedogy, based onldam, as te answer 0 lan's pobdems. 7
The Moahedin's  early  acivies were of necessty kept secret,
and no one knew of the organization's existence. In years to come,
however,theMojahedin’smessagefounditsplaceamongMuslim
andrevolutionaryintellectualsandthereligioussector.More
importantly,becauseoftheirpropinquitytolraniansocietyand
cuture,  the Mojahedin affracted  vast suppot amongthe people.
After reviewing the owveral  siuation in lan, the omanzation
oonduwded ta n gt of te sahs rondsed e and suppresson
of al opposiion, the only viebe rue to democaic e wes the
ouser of hs regme. Gien the shah's policesiate, attaining this
dedve  trough  a nomvoernt poltical campaign  wes, by definiion,
impossble. & Consequenty, the Moghedn began to prepare for ammed
ressiance. They were aso  aiical o US pocy onlan, and caled
for anend 0 the Unied Sites  unfinching suppot  for the shah.
In1971, beforetheMojahedinundertookanymilitaryaction,
SAVAKarested and impisoned  al of ther leades and many of ther
members. In May1972, on the eve of the vist to Iran by then US.
President, RichardNixon, thethreeMojahedinfoundersandtwo
CentralCommitteememberswereexecuted.
Theeventsof1971haddireconsequences.Intheaftermathof
took advantage of the ensuing vacuum o infirate the organization
and canry out abloody cop fom wihin.  To consoidae  ter  contrdl
of the organizational apparatus, they planned and cared out the
murdersofseveraloftheremainingleadingmembers. 9Theyalso
removedthetraditionalQuranicversefromtheMojahedinemblem,
declaring that there had been an ideological ‘advance” o Mandism.
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They continued,  however, to misappropriate the Mogahedn nameand
repuiation.

These adions had farteaching repercussions, gong beyond the
shattering of the Moghedn. Unil then, the Moghedin, espousing a
democratic  interpretation of Isam, had assumed the leadershp  of
theanti-shahmovement, pushingthe backwardmullahstothe
fringes. Many of the present regme's leaders, indudng  Hashemi
RafsanjaniandKhamenei,claimedtobeMojahedinsupportersto
boster ther pubic images. Alhough opposed b the young Moghedn,
evenKhomeinicouldnotpubliclytakeastandagainstthem.Under
public  pressuretoexpresssupport,whichheneverdid, Khomeini
succumbedtothepointofissuingafatwa thatone-thirdofthe
religious the be gven to the “young Musims and stuggers,’ an
obviousreferencetothe Mojahedinatthetime. Thetemporary
dissolutionoftheMojahedin'sorganizationallowedKhomeinito
exploitthevacuumofleadershipinthe1 979uprisingandpopular
disilusionment fom the intemal coup o usup the hem and um a
popular  revolution, yeaming for freedom and independence, into a
tagc epsode of genodde N kanen  hsoy.  Thenermd coyp hence
becameadecisivefactorinthe advance offundamentalist
nierpreations o dam .

TheMojahedinmeanwhile,cameunderattackfromthreesides:

Usng the coup b dvide and weaken the ranks of the opposiion, the
shah's regime labeled them Islamic-Marxists and began a concerted
campaigntowipeoutthetrueMojahedin. Fromanotherangle the

reactionarymullahs, previouslyheldatbaybythe Mojahedin’s

popualy  ad socd  roos, spang O te aladk  peading et ter
Islamwastheonlylslam.Severalimprisonedclericsdecreedthe
MuslimMojahedintobenon-Muslimafter1975.Onthethirdfront

were opportunist Manxists, who exploited  the setbacks sufiered by
the Moghedn to potay them as proponents of a pefite-bourgeosie
ideologywhaosetimehadpassed.

From1975t01979,whileincarceratedindifferentprisons,
MassoudRajaviledtheMojahedin'sresistanceagainstallthree
fons, for which reason he wastaken  te Tehran Komiehs toriure
center and toiured o the brink of death. 2 Hestessed the need 0
connue the strugge against the shah's  dictatorship. At the same
tme, he charaderized reigious fanatidsm  as te pimary  inemal
threat to the popular opposiion, and wamed against the emergence
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andgrowthofreligiousbackwardnessanddespotismsymbolizedby

Khomein. * These posions  remained te Moghedn's manfeso  untl
the ovetrow of the shah's regme. In intemal  discourses, Rajavi
argued that Khomeini represented  the reactionary sector of sodety
and preached reigous  fasosm. Later, in the ealy days aftr the
1979 revoluion, the muhs, spedicaly Rasanen, poned © these
statements i inciing the hezbolahi  cubwielders to attack the
Mojahedin.

New Challenge

In the late 1970s, the shah, under intemational pressure,  began
tofreesomeofthepoliticalprisoners.Amongthelastwerethe
Mojahedin leaders, set free thanks to the public uprisng. % Ther
release,oneweekaftertheshahfiedand12daysbeforeKhomeini
rewmed t lan on Januaty 21, 1979, coincded wih a new phase in
the lanan  revoution, whencons fled te sreels  shouing  ant
shahandant-Americanslogans.

Despte  the destrucion of ther organizational apparatus  as the
resk o te ocoup, the Moghedn sl welded  soniicant weght and
popular support.  They soon reorganized  ther  membership and waded
o te fay. % Massoud Ravs fit  pubic  speech, on January 24,
1979 gred  ite sppat for te Moghedn n te polical dmaie
of the tme. Instead of unconditonally endorsng  Khomein, comme
it &t , R inssed  onsdfeguads for democaic  freedoms,  as the
most important  achievement  of the revolution. % Herefused to cal
the antHmonarchic revolution an ‘ldamc  revoution” and caled for
a democatic  revolution.

TheMojahedinalsocalledforpublicparticipationinthe
establishment of a nationalist, democraic  govemment  This demand
fomed the basis of ther poltical srategy and was refterated in
ther “Minimum BExpectations” progam in eaty 1979, ¥ and later in
M. Rapvis patom duing the presdentd eledions. The Moghedn
see  of canddaes for the fist  Assemby of Bpets (whch Khomeni
hadsubstitutedforthe ConstituentAssembly)andthenforthe
pakbmenay  eedos wes a codlion sde o d demogaic fooes B
Wellawareofthereactionarynatureoftheregimetocome, the
Moghedn draiegy  emphaszed a poliical campaign that  increasingly
highlightedthe needfordemocraticfreedomsandexposedthe
turbanedrulers. Althoughtheyhadrefusedfromtheoutsetto
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500,000 Mojahedin sympathizers demonstrate on June 20, 1981 in Tehran to protest
thelemerging dictatorship.



collaboratewiththemullahs, theMojahedinwantedtoavoidany

sot of confrontation. Shoty aftr the newgovemment took power,

however, they agan cameunder attack  Ther offices, meetings and

suppoters  were assauted by the hezboleh . ®° Bu, the  hostity only

servedtobolstertheirpopularity. Theyhadbecomeknownfor

standng fim against reigous — fanaidsm  and the mulahs' bd at

monopoizing  the reigon. 2 In ashot peiod, the movement became

len's  laigest  omanzed  poliical foce.  The arculation of Mogahed

nenwspaper reached 500000, supassng those of ofical newspapers.
The Moghedn grew in popdaity  and political srength,  despie

the many restricions imposed on ther  acliviles by the new regime,

andcontinuingarrestsofandattacksontheirsupportersand

members. 21n1980,theynominatedMassoudRajaviforPresident

o the repubic Less thean ayear affer te shehs fl  a  opposion

polical gous suppoted Ragis  canddagy. In hs book, The lanin

Mojahedin ,ErvandAbrahamianwrites:

Rajavi'scandidacywasnotonlyendorsedbythe Mojahedin-affiliated

ogaNZAiors.. ; but a0 by animpessve aray o ndependent oganizaions
includingthe Feda’iyan, the National DemocraticFront, theKurdish
DemocraticParty,theKurdishTollersRevolutionaryParty(Komula) the

Socely o kanen  Sodakss te Sodey for te CQuuad  and Pdiica Rghs
oftheTurkomans,theSocietyofYoungAssyrians,andtheJointGroupof
Amenian,ZoroastrianandJewishMinorities. Rajavialsoreceivedthe

support  of alarge number of prominent figures: Taegan's  widow; Shaykh
Ezeddn Hosayn, the spiiual leader of te Sumi Kuds in Mahabad, Hojat
aHsam Jdal Ganghi.; fty weHmoamn membesof the lanan  Wiers
Association, includingthe economistNaser Pakdaman, theessayist
ManuchehrHezarkhaniandthesecularhistorians FeraydunAdamiyyat

and HomaNateq, and, of couse, manyof the famies of the ealy Moghedn
martyrs, notablythe Hanif-nezhads, Rezais, Mohsens, Badizadegans,

Asgarizadehs, Sadeqgs,Meshkinfams,andMihandusts. TheMojahedinhad
become the vanguards of the secular opposiion to the Islamic  Repubic. 2

Khomeinitookthethreatseriously,issuingafatwadeclaring
Rajaviineligibleasacandidatebecausehehadnotvotedforthe
veyate fagh and the consiiuiion based onit  Afew months later,
similardecreesandelectoralfraudpreventedevenoneMojahedin
member flom beihg eeded 1t pafament Mr. Rajav, a pafamentary
candidate from Tehran, receved over 530000 wvotes (25 percent of
thetotalcast) % Despitewidespreadrigging, the Mojahedin
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canddates camein second in every case

Turning Point

Fnaly, in June 1981, Khomeni decded thet te oy sduion B
aub the Moghedin's rsng populaity  wasther folal  suppression.
OntheafternoonofJune20,1981,some500,000demonstrators
tumed out in Tehran in suppot of the Moghedin, whohad only hours
toorganizetheprotestviatheironnnetworkofsupporters,and
marchedtowardthe pariament. Khomeini'sRevolutionaryGuards
openedfireonthepeacefuldemonstration, kilingorwounding
hundreds.  #*Thousandsofdemonstratorswerearrestedandhundreds
summarly executed that samenight % (For adefaled review of the
A

Thiseventmarkedthebeginningofaneraofwidespread
Suppression,  amests,  torure, and mass executions. it aso marked
thebeginning ofthe Iranianpeople’s nationwideresistance
movement. Tounitealloppositionpoliticalforcesagainstthe
Knhomenni regme, the Mogahedn proposed that a coaliion be fomed.
InJuly1981,MassoudRajaviofficiallyannouncedinTehranthe
formationoftheNationalCouncilofResistance,andinvitedall
democatic  foces  opposed O reigous despoism © pn *

Atthetime, Khomeinihaddeposed AbolHassanBani-Sadras
thepresident Huntedbythegovemment,Bani-Sadrsoughtrefuge
withtheMojahedin,whogavehimhaveninRajavisresidence. The
two agreed on a covenant, which they publshed, whereby Bani-Sadr
recognizedRajaviasprimeminister,responsibleforformingthe
NationalCouncilofResistance. 27 Fromthenon,theMojahedin's
strategywastwo-pronged: nationwideresistanceandall-out
confrontation aganst the regmes  suppresson n lan,  and fomation
of ademocraic  altemative to the Khomeini regime.

Rajav, accompanied by BaniSadr, ket Tehran for Pars at the
end of Juy 1981 from Tehran's 1st fighter  base, aboard an lranian
Ar Force jet ploed by Coonel Behzad Moezzi (he shah's fomer
pilot), whohadjoinedtheMojahedinaftertheanti-monarchic
revolution. In Paris, the Natonal Councl of Resistance announced
its program and more independent  poliical pates and dignitaries
joineditsranks. ZTheCouncilsoonemergedastheonlyviable
alemative 0 Khomenis  fundamentaist regme.  Asressance insde

8 4



len coninued, te Cound and the Moghedn esebished  ofices n
EuropeandNorthAmericaandbeganaworidwidecampaigntoexpose

theclerics atrocitiesandintroducetheNCRasthedemocratic
altemative.Manyparliamentarianstheworldoverdeciaredtheir

support

Simulianeously, the Cound launched acampaign t end the Iran
Iraq war. The NCRs feasble  plan for peace was widely welcomed in
Ian and endorsed by 5000 parfamentarians and paiiiical dgniaries
thoughout the wold. 2 In 1986, afer the Fench stuck adea wih
Tehvan, Mr. Regd kBt Pas and wert © te laag  fronter, where
he fomed the National Lbeaion Amyodf Ilan in 1987. ® In a seies
of military operations, the NLAstruck hard at Khomeinis  forces,
becomng a maor treat t©o the mulahs regme. ' The alvolunteer
NLAs fighers  ae of dvese  polical and reigous preferences, ad
includemembersoftheMojahedin.

ThelranianResistancehas,inrecentyears,organizedanti-
govemment pooests and demonstations trough IS inemal netwok
of ressance  acivists. 2 |t has aso waged an exensve  publiciy
campaigntopreparethegroundfortheregime’soverthrowanda
change for democracy in Ian. = The NCRhas expanded over the years,
o repeset awder range of te lanan  peope. *

The State Department report distots  the Mojahedin's  history.
The Moghedn's idedogy B desabed  as ‘ededcad besed on “Shia
ISamic  thedlogy and Mandst tenets” % They are accused of having:
“assassinatedatleastsix Americancitizens”inthe 1970s;

“collaborated wih Ayaolah  Khomeni”  “suppored  the takeover of
the US. Embassy;” engaged in violence and temorism  in resisting
theKhomeiniregime;andbeingdependentonirag. % Regrettably,
te aihos of the repot  folonved  polical gudeines  that preduded
an impartal sudy in favor of anaccount tat distots  the simplest
s Wewl oonsder te sgpd o elios  wh kg ad Eerosm
hd ndges M andMIL Thesse o te Moghedns  popuer
bese s dsoussed n daeper  X)

Collaborating with Khomeini?
The chage of oollaborating with Khomeini is acdassc exampe
oftheauthors'rathershallowunderstandingofeventsinlran.
Khomeini took power with the backing of the majorty of the Iranian
peope. Heconnued to enjoy vast popular suppot duing the eatly
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postrevolutionary ea In accodance wih democatic  princples ad
norms,theMojahedinrecognizedtheregime’sinitialpolitical
kgimacy n deference 0 the popuar wil,  despte  ther  opposiion
o manyof te poides of the newrdes.  The oganzaion continued
o recogize  te regme as legiimate as long as the peope coniinued
tosupportit,andaslongasitallowedpeacefuldissent. The
Moajahedin,however,werealmostimmediatelyrecognizedasthe
regime’sopposition, becausetheyrefusedtocollaboratewith
Khomeini. In adamatc expression of dssent, they boycoted the
new regime’s  constitutional referendum  in late  1979.

Abrahamian's  IranianMaojahedin ,uponwhichthereportdraws
o heady, B qie deinive abou the Moghedns opposion 1 the

Khomeiniregime:

Bylate1980,theMojahedinwashrazenlyaccusingkKhomeini'sentourage,
especialy  te IRP, of ‘monopoizing  power’, ‘hijacking’ the revolution,
ftamping  over ‘democaic s’ ad paing  © st up a ‘fasosic’ one-
paty  cicorship. Byealy 1981 the authories had dosed  down Mojghedin
arestwarrantsforsomeoftheirleaders;inshorttheyhadforcedthe
organizaion underground...

Intheeconomicsphere, theydenouncedtheregimeforhavingfailed
not oy © rase te sandad of Mng, but aso o tadde the unempoyment
podent  © cotd e oy inlion, espedely i s and food piices;
to dminsh the dependence on the West, particulary in the vial arena of
agriculure mpots, o dversiy the epots ad kessen te rdance  on te
d sy, © dabue bd b te bdess © bud homesfor te homeess
todealwiththeever-increasinggrowthofurbansiums;and,evenmore
sensitive, to stamp out coruption in high places. These complaints read
muchikethosepreviouslyleveledatthePahlavistate. Inraisingthe
questionofcorruption,theMojahedinpublishedintemaldocumentsfrom
the MostazafinFoundationshowingthatitwassubsidizingclerical
newspapers, providng jobs for amiable funcionaries, and at ridiculously
ov pices quely sding of epopeed et popetes D IRP fiends
in the bazaar. The Mostazafin  Foundation, they charged, was as conupt as
is predecessor - the Pahlavi  Foundation.

In the social sphere, the Moghedin amgued that the regime had faled
tosolveanyofthecountry'smajorproblems:illiteracy, illhealth,
malnutrition, prostitution, gambling,drugaddictionand, ofcourse,
inadequaie  educaional  fadiies. Moeower, they amgued that te ‘medevat
minded’ regime had resoted o primitve remedies t© dea wih the problem
ofurbancrime. ThemacabreLawofRetribution, theystressed, violated
humanrights,insultedtruelsiam,ignoredthesocialcausesofcrime,
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unthinkingly revived te tbel cusoms of seventhcentury Adba and, being
besed on ‘eudl  pingpes) rsivioneized nequelly - especely  between
richandpoor,betweenbelieversandnonbelievers,andbetweenmenand
women. Furthermore, theyarguedthattheregime, beingweddedtothe
traditionalnotionthatthetwosexesshouldhaveseparatespheres,had
drastically worsened the general condiion  of women. It had purged women
fom  many professions, lonered the mamiage age, dosed down coeducational
schools, elminated  safeguards  against  wilful dvorce  and polygamy and,
most detimental of al, pepeated the ‘medieva” myth that womenwere
emptyvesselscreatedbyGodtobearchidren,obeytheirhusbands,and
cary out househod chores. Tue Islam, the Mojahedin  argued, viewed men
and womenas soca,  poitical and intellectuial equals, and thus advocated
asole equaly nd shees o i n te wokpece, & home, and before
the law.. The concept of sexual equally, which had been implct in ther
eafer  woks, was nhow explct

In the polical shere, te Moghedn ataded the regme for  dsuping
raliesandmeetings;banningnewspapersandbumingdownbookstores;
fgghg eedions and dosing  down universiies; kidnapping,  imprisoning,
thepreviousregime, eventhosewhohadparticipatedinMosaddeq’s
overthrow;  venerating  the archeactonary Shaykh Faziolah  Nui  who had
fought against the 19059 constituional revolution; grossly  distorting
Shariatis tachingss, ooveing uwpte fad tet ooutes  had heped Beheshii
gan contol of the mosgue in Hamburg; making a mockery of the promise to
ceae gesstodt counds,  \vioating te nghts of the naiond  minores,
especialy  the Kurds, rewing  SAVAKand using the tibunals to temorize
ther  opporents. ¥

Hence, the dhage of ‘“colaboraion wih  Khomen” s outiandish,
onlyrevealingtheextenttowhichthe Department'sreporthas
dsoed e hsoicd recod

Islamic-Marxists

Thelabelislamic-Marxist’hasbeenborrowedfromtheshah’s
SAVAKand leter Khomenis regme, boh of which used it in afutle
atempt O undermine  the Moghedin's sodal  base.  Onmany occasions,
theDepartmenthasdescribedtheMojahedinideologyasablendof
Mandsm,Leninism,andShiism.Obviously, IsamandMandismare
phiosophicaly, policaly, ad ecoomcally  dgpa@e ad canat n
any sense be mxed. In the years pior 1 the revolution, when most
oftheMojahedinwereimprisonedbythe SAVAK, theyweremuch
admired by the people precsely for ther Islamic  belefs, despite
having suffered a major omganizatonal setback.  Faced wih the same
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problem,theKhomeiniregimecoinedtheterm Monafeq ,meaning
“hypocite” in Aebc, © impy tat the Moghedn fasey daimed
be Musim. The repot  aso comiains  this  alegation.

The tuth s tat ewvery ideology  ulimately manfests  iseff in
the padices adpddes o & fdones Wesuggest  an doedive, S
opposedtodistortedandself-serving, reviewoftheMojahedin's
aciMiies and posiors, ooued wih adoe ook a te adigment o
poltical foces n len dung te bt 15yeas, as the best cieia
forjudgment. Rememberthatkhomeiniwasabletoeliminateevery
oher opponent from the poliical arena under the banner of Islam.
Ony the Moghedn and ther cumert dlies in the National Cound
o Resserce suwed, despie the bua  represson, becare o ter
wel known beles o reped for Kam, te eEigon  of most lenans.

In hs book The Certer of the Unverse,  The Gegoolics  of lan
Greham E. Fuler noes that the Moghedin's Islamic  orentation was
amgor impediment t te Sovets effot 0 infuence  them:

The Sovets in the past have aso been ineresied  in other  Iefist movements
such as the Mojghedin  Khalg (The People's Holy Wanmos)  but had amost
no success i establishing any infuence ower it because of tat goups own
suspicionsofMoscowanditsnominalcommitmenttolslam.

Death of Americans

In refering o the assassnations of American dizens n lan,
the State Depatment has again distoted  the historical record 10
seve is end These diages have been deat wih in delal  in chapler
 Aspevousy saed in Agpeasiy Tehvans Mulahs |, the Moghedin
are not responsbe  for adions undertaken by others in ther name.
Werefer to spedfic  individuals who eiminated  the Quranic verse
from the Mojahedin's emblem and murdered Mojahedin  officials who
had not been arested  (including Majd Sharf Vagefi and Mohammad
Yagjini).tiscommonknowledgethatfromtheoutset, Mr.Rajavi,
stillinprison,condemnedthisMarxistgroup’suseofthename
the differences betveen the Mojahedn and tis group, which in 1977
finaly changed iIs nameto Peykar (Organization of Stugge in the
PathofEmancipationoftheWorkingClass). =
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The Embassy Takeover

Oredf the most controversial eens of the reign of the mulahs
was the US. embassy takeover and the holding of American ciizens
ashostages. Initsreport,andonpreviousoccasions,theState
DepartmenthasaccusedtheMojahedinofsupportingthehostage-
tkng in 19798l Ineresingy, athough the Moghedn ae a worst
accusedof‘supporting thehostage-taking, the StateDepartment
apparently  has no quams about inviing the former hostage-takers
themselves,now/diplomats”oftheregime’sforeignministry,to
engage in dalogue and negotiations with the United States. These
samehostage-takerslatermasterminded,encouragedandsupported
themurderofhundreds of Americanand Frenchnationalsin
successivebombingsinLebanon,andthekidnappingofscoresof
foreign  natonals.  * This  extraordinarily unbalanced atitude  only
makes sense as pat of apoicy of coutng the mulahs.

TheMojahedinhavealwaysmaintainedthatthehostagecrisis
wasthesinglebestpretextunderwhichtheKhomeiniregimecould
isolate  lran's  democraic  forces and dive  them from the poliical
arena. Hence, they were vicims, and probably a pimary target,  of
thehostage-taking.As Mojahed newspaperwroteatthetime:

For the ming  monopoists, the hostages were nothing but apreted, 1t be
used in the power stugde O consoidae  al  key govemment  posiions. This
s why ths facion's sogans about the hostages were aways fevid,  never
caing for anything less than ther fia  and even execuon.  The hostage
issue had become atool in te hands of the niing reactonary facion to
oumanewver and push asde al  poliical nals  and foroes.. t wesony for
intemal  consumption, because it coud not have any sgnificant efect or
posive  impact outside Iran or onforeign  poicy. The affar  was prolonged
forintemalconsumption, namelythepower-hungryprofiteeringofthe

monopaists. ¥

Sixyearslater,onthetakeover'sanniversary,AbdolKarim
Moussavi-Ardebi, then the regmes Chef Jusice, ebboaied on the
mulehs  motves. ‘{The embassy takeover]  brought about the fal of
the Provisonal Govemment, the isolation of the liberals and the
confusion  of leftwing goups and the Monafegn  and exposed their
realfaces.AslmamKhomeinisaid, thisrevolutionarymovewas
greaterthanthefirstrevolution.” 41 AbbasSoroush,theDirector
General for  Poliical Aflars  in the regime's Foreign  Ministy, was
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oe of te leades of the ‘Sudent Folowers of the Imam's Ling® and
a hostage-taker. He acknonedges  that  “political goups,  especialy
theMojahedin, playednorolewhatsoeverintheoccupationofthe
embassy.Butoncetheyrealizedthattheyhadfallenbehindusin
thepoliticalstruggle, theybroughttheirpeopleinfrontofthe
embassy.”MullahMohammadMoussavi-Khoiniha, the mastermind
of the hostagetaking and Khomeinls  personal  represeniative in the
affair, has stressed that in their fist  statement, the Mojahedin
Oesabed the oocoupaon of the embassy as readionary and unpopuar,
but dspayed  superficial terance  so that the ttanc  waves would
notsweepthemaside.
Immediatelyafteritwasoccupied,theU.S.embassyinTehran
becameastaginggroundforattacksontheMojahedin.Everyday,
aier te pioic payer, te regmes hoolgans  paaded n o fot of te
embassy, where they were exhoted by dfidals o pepae for atadks
onthe “secoond nest of spes’ (@ reference 0 the Moghedins  dffices.
The mulahs caled the American embassy the fist  ‘nest of spes’)
Unfortunately, longime US. suppot for the shah had sown the
seedsofanti-Americanismamongthepublic,whichKhomeiniused
o his advartage. Under the drcumstances, any pubic oppostion  to
thehostage-takingbytheMojahedinwouldhavegivenKhomeinia
cate blanche 1 suppress them as ‘US. lackeys”  They had to wak
a poitical tightrope. Whie exposng Khomeinis real motives, the
Moahedin  had to deny the mulahs the chance to explot the public
sentimentagainstthedemocraticopposition. “Thespiritofall
Mojahedin  posiions  and publications in this period wasto unvel
Khomein's  poitical deceit and intrigue. If gven haff a chance,
KhomeiniwouldhaveeliminatedtheMaojahedin,ashedidothers. “
Abrahamian says the Mojahedin's  aiicisms included:

Engineeringthe Americanhostage crisistoimposeonthenationthe

‘medeval’ concept of the velayate fagh. Tosuppot the last accusation
they pubished atdes reveaing howte student hosiagetakers were inked
o the IRP; howthe pasdars had fadiiated the breain;  howthose who had
refiised © e te IRP Ine had been foced out of the compound; how Ayatoleh
Beheshtihadusedthewholeincidentto sweepaside the Bazargan
government;andhowHojjatal-lslamKhoiniha, themanappointed by
Khomeinitoadvisethestudents,hadcarefullyremovedfromtheembassy

ad dooumens wih eeces o US diides meeing deicdl  leades  duing
the 1979 revoution.. “
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Abrahamianadds, Meanwhile,theMuslimStudentFollowers
ofthelmam’sLine,theoccupiersoftheU.S.embassy,denounced
the Mojahedin as secret Mandists in cahoots with the “pro-American
lB$” 3

FromdayoneofkKhomeini'srule,theMojahedinhadtriedto
preventthemulahsfrommanipulatingthepeople’sant-American
sentiments  to suppress dissent.  History records that Khomeini was
notorious  for usng  antHmperialist soganrs © sy the ntemd
represson and epot  of erolsm and insiabity D ocouties  of the
regon  Thedgmet o foces hn len n 190 aesed D ts  redly.
Two poliical fonts, wih opposhg progams, were arayed face to
face. Onore font  were Khomeini and his  alles, indudng  the pro-
Moscow Tudeh Party and the Fedayeen (a pro-Moscow Marxist
organization),whocontendedthattheprimaryissueforlranwas
the stugge against the Unted States and that the main intemal
threat  was ‘fiberalism.” Onthe opposing font were the Mojahedin,
Ayatollah Talegani, 46 andtheircurrentalliesinthe NCR,who
dsserted  fom the mainsteam  poliics of postrevolutionary Ian by
inssting thet the vid ©sue wes policd feedoms nsde len. The
Moghedn and their alies contnuousy — wamed that the foreboding
shadow of reigous  diciatorship wes the pimary treat ¥

This aignment had taken shape in the ealy months of Khomennis
reign. In August 1979, three months prior 1t the embassy takeover,
the Revolutionary Guards fomaly occuped the Mojahedns  cental
officesinMossadegAvenuein Tehran. “8 Fromthatpointonthe
organizationbecameasemi-clandestinemovement,andMassoud
Rajaviwamedofthereturnofdictatorshipunderthe cloakof
reigon.  “InMarch1979 lessthanthreeweeksafterthemullahs
seized power, MojahedinofficesinKashan, Yazd,and Torbat
Heydariehwereransackedandtakenover,andmanymembers-men
and women- were beaten and detained. ® In Api 1979, and ony two
moths afer the shehs ol  Ayaobh Taecgpni dosed a his dfices
andleftTehraninprotesttothenewdespotism. S TheMojahedin
supported  Taleganis  mowve, announcing that they had put al their
foces  ad fedies a hs dgposd D aniot Egos dododp 2
In Juy 1979, o Moghedin suppoters in Fars Province, the Asgan
bohers, were aresed  and execued on odes o te reigous judge
(alsokhomeini'srepresentative)onchargesofconductingpro-
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Preciselybecausedfthisemphasisonpoliicalfreedoms,the
Tudeh leaders described the Mojghedin  as “a baston of liberalism
andimperialism." Thecommunistpartypapenarote:

Mr. Rajavi please consider thiss Even movements and indviduals who have
monarchist views and are not democratic, but are stugging in practcal
terms  against  imperialism, are revolutionary. Clear enough? Firstly, can
democracy,solovedandesteemedbyyou,existwithoutindependenceand

stugge against imperiaism?  Secondly, due to your emphasis on democracy,
the stugge against imperialism, today our number one priorty, may lose
is sandng ewen as aseconday goa =

Ina1981 commentaryinhisnewspaper, NooreddinKianouri,
the Secetary Gereral of the Tudeh, posed severd  polticaly loaded
guestionstoMassoudRajavi,amongthem:“Whathaveyoudone
that unveled womenfrom uptown, the bourgecisie  and liberals are
applaudingyou?"The TudehParty’s"plot-meter’describedthe
Mojghedin actions duing those years as American  conspiracies, and
manyMojahedinlaterexecutedonKhomeini'sorderswerewrapped
in Ameican fags before buial
In bter yeas, te migous  tramy, which the Tudeh had hejped
bolster, unleashed an ondaught against the Mojghedn and executed
thousandsoftheirsupporters.Inthemeantime, thepro-Moscow
communistscarriedontheiractivitiesanddistributedtheir
pubicatons feely  and openly. Of couse, te pice of ter freedom
was collaboration with the regime in the suppression, arest, and
toure  of the Moghedin and other opposiion  groups.
iftheauthorsofthe State Departmentreporthadobjectively
revened ther souces and refaned fom sdedve use of them, they
woud have necessarly  conduded that democacy weas the major issue
for the Moghedn in postrevolutionary Iran.  Abrahamian wites:

In qiiczing the regmes  poliical recod, te Moghedn mowedte ssue of
democracy to center stage. They argued that the regime had broken al the
democratic  promises  madeduring  the  revolution; that an atiack on any group
wes an atiack onal goups, that the issue of democacy wes of “fundamental
impotance’. #

Abrahamiansaysthatinthesameyears,thecommunistTudeh

and Maoity  facion  of the Fedayeen ‘peaded wih the Moghedn 1
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jon ther  AntHmperialist Democraic  Font  to remember that the
Unted Sates wes il lans man enemy, b awod alying wih po-
Westem  liberals,” addng tet te Minoiy facion of the Fedayeen
S| oposed 0 the regime)  accused the Moghedn  of ‘firting wih
pro-AmericanliberalssuchasBazargan. Theauthoradmitsthat

‘the Moghedn rebuffed the pleas and aiiosm” %

AFinalSay

TheStateDepartmentsNearEastBureau,seeminglyoblivious
o te repeoussons o 25 yeas of uncondiional US supot for the
shah's  dictatorship, bckers wih the Moahedin  about why they dd
notspeakoftheUnited Statesinfriendliertermsinthepost-
revolutionaty ega Ths 5 eher aneause for apoy o aopeasement,
o an indcation o the bueaus nmave® regadng  posHevoutionary
arcumsiances. Thepont hee 5 not b defend evety siige  position,
wod or tedc o te Moghedn o ter dfiaed publications n te
pest Wesee no need, in princple, o answer o any authoity  but o
the peope of Ian. The Moahedin take pride in ther three decades
ofunwaveringstruggleforfreedom,independence,andnational,
popular  sovereignty. Neither the Moghedin nor their alies in the
Natonal Councl of Resistance wil ever deviale from these sacred
e Ths or ans aly b epan aphky with sesed poicd
freedoms, whie denying the mulahs the opportunity to use “ant-
imperialist'theatricsandschemestosuppressiran’'sdemocratic
s

Atthesametime, itisworth pointingoutthatthe State
Departmentwhichhassometiculouslyreviewedandcriticized
Mojahedindeedsandwordsof15yearsago, hasnotbeenatall
conscertious about menMy IS5 ownpest pdcy onlan  Regetaby,
therehasbeennoequivalentefforttoexaminethe negative
implcations o thet poicy eiher, egecdy  becasse snce 1984, the
U.S.hasagainseveredalieswiththelranianpeopleandtheir
ressance  in favor of deas wih one of the most sniser  regimes  in
theworldtoday. Unfortunately,theminimumdemandinanydeal
wih the mullahs has been, is and wil remain labeing the lranian
Resistance  ‘“terrorist” Even more perplexing  is the insistence  on
pursuingsuchapolicytoday, whenKhomeini'sregimeismore
way to new democraces in the wake of Soviet disintegration.
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it bears reiterating that the lanan peope and Resstance are
deermined 1 end rigous  didatorship in an and bing democracy
o ter ocouty. Ths Ressance movement extends is hand in peace,
friendshipandcooperationtoallwhorespectiran’'sfreedom,
independenceandteritorialintegrity,todayandintomorrow's
democaic ke s upb te Utied Saes © demodiae 5 desie
for apocy ta deas judy wih te lenen peope. Mearwhie, the
fac¢ remans that the mulahs are onther last legs, and the State
Depatments  hysteric anmosty  towad the Mojghedin  is  reminiscent
of US. poicy under te sheh
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