Vi

Freedom Fighters or Terrorists?

TheState DepartmentchargestheMojahedinwithusingviolence
andterrorismintheirdrivetooverthrowtheregimeiniran. The

aux o the dspue, however, 5 not about howo oethrov te regime,
butwhetherthemullahsshouldbeoverthrowninthefirstplace.
Departmentofficialshavereiteratedthattheydonotseekto

oetrov the lranan regime. Obviousy, no one epeds the US, o
for thet mater any aher govemment, © seek o impement the ouster
of e mulshs. It s the responsbiiy o te lanan peope t end
the regn of ddatoshp in ter homeland. The agument, thereiore,
5 about recogniion o te lemen peopes it D ress ddaoghp
andestablishdemocracy. Supportforthe currentregimeis

urthinkable. There cannat,  therefore, be more than two sdes o this
debate: Onone sde are te lranan  peope, who seek liberation from
religious tyanny; on the other are the holdouts from the Irangate
era,whoviewtheregimeasa'permanentfeature” Landconsider
dssent  as vidence  and terrorism.

The authors  have gone a step  further, desaibng  mass execuions
and extensve  suppresson  as the regime's reply to the Mojghedin's
Eroem 2Ths @oee  dons te mids D iy ter  aiodies
on the pretext of combating terorism. The next step is to demand,
astheregime'sambassadordidataU.N.HumanRightsCommission
sesson, that te regme be luded for s wer on terrorism, instead
of censured for humannghts abuses. ® This s dsgraceful

Non-violentDissent

Immediately  after Khomeini sezed power, afundamental dispute

surfacedbetweentheMojahedinandtheclericalregime.Massoud



DemocracyBetrayed

Rajavipubliclynamedfreedomasthelranianpeople’sprincipal
demandintherevolutionwhichhadtoppledtheshah.Hisremarks

launched anationwide campaign by the Mojahedintodefend
democracy.Fromtheoutset, theregimeorganizedhoodlums-the
forerunnersofthe hezbollah  -toheckleandharassMojahedin

suppoters,  and dsiupt peaoeful  poliical adivities. 4 Not a day went
bywithoutattackssomewhereinthecountryontheirgatherings
andthoseofothercurrentCouncimembers,suchastheNational
Democratic  Front.

InJanuary 1980, Khomeiniissuedafatwa, vetoing Massoud
Raavs canddacy for the presdency. ° The French daly, Le Monde
WOE!

...Accordingtodiverseestimates, hadimamKhomeininotvetoedhis

canddacy n the presidental decion  last Januay, M. Rajav, woud have

ooten sever miion woes. Hewes, moreover, assued of te suppot  of the

reigious and ethnic  minoriies - whose fights  to equalty and autonomy he

defended - and a good pat of the female wvoe, who seek emancpaton, and

te youg, whotody red the ‘teadionaly dery'.
TheMojahedinhavenotceaseddenouncing,documentingandissuing

te fist round of elections. 2500 of ter suppoters  were wounded, 50 of

them gravely, by amed bands of “Hezbolah® in the course of the election

campaign..  Obseners apponted by the Moghedn whopoiesed  the  elecion

AnotherroundofattacksonMojahedinofficesandgatherings
fdorved, n which manyd ther supoters wee kled o nued In
June1980, LeMonde wrote:

. Theobecive of the popuar gaheing on Thusday aftemoon, caled by
the Peope's Mojghedn, wasto proest against attacks on ther  supporters
and adiviss n te pest few days.
Tensofthousandsoftheparty'ssympathizershadlinedupatthe
entrancegatesanhourbeforethegathering[atAmjadiehStadiumjwhen
groupsofHezbollahbeganloudly protestingagainsttheMojahedin...
channg, “There is ony one paty, the Paty of God, and ony one Leader,
ImamKhomeini.”
TheHezbollahclaimsnoprecisepoliticalorganization. Theyare
notoiouls  amongthe pubic  as the shodk troops. ad seve as te tod o the
edeme ngt fadon o te Kamc Repbic Paty, deded by Beheshil.
TheHezbollahtriedtopreventthegatheringfromtakingplace... They
atacked te entances t the Sadum.. The poice and Revoutionary ~ Guards
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for once observed stict  neutralty. They dd not um ther forces on the
attackers, buttheydidprotectthemfromtheMojahedin, 10to20times
morenumerous...

Things as they sand, the choice, according to obsenvers, is between
condigiion adad war’

Lines Are Drawn

Ourenemyisneitherinthe United States, northe SovietUnion, nor
Kudsian,  but rght here, rght under our nose, in Tehan. 8

Withthesewords, inlate June1980Khomeinidrewthelines.
“DeathtotheMojahedin"becametheregime’smottoand Hezbollah
Sepped W is  atiacks  on the  organization's centers, a lega  Two
weeks prior,  on June 12, 1980, in the famous speech, “Whats to be
done?’atTehran'sAmjadiehstadium,MassoudRajavinadexhorted
the cowd of 200000 gathered in and out of the sadum, to “defend
feedoms..  freedom of speech, assocaions  and gaheings” ° The non
voent  resstance  of thousands of Moghedin  supporers effectively
frustrated the Pasdaran effot 1 dsupt  the meeing wih tear gas
and Ive  ammuniion. Ther assaut let one dead, hundreds wounded
andthousandsbeatenup,arousingthe public'ssympathyforthe
Mojghedin and disdain for the regime's caime. Even Khomen's son,
Ahmad,condemnedtheRevolutionaryGuards actionas'treachery
to lsam” The Poice Chief, Deputy Interior Minister ~ and a number
of Majlis deputiescondemnedtheattack. Afloodoflettersand
tlegrams  of condemnation  from different poliical organizations,
various sectors of socety, and members of the business community
werereprintedinthemedia,greatyalammingKhomeini.Hehadto
make a choice:  Either  back down, or step up the poitical onslaught
ontheMojahedin. Aweeklater,theMojahedinrevealedatape-
recording  of a speech by Hassan Ayat, ore of te leades o the ming
paty, in whch he revealed the demls of the pos.  Khomeni hedged
no longer, and on June 25, 1980, pointed his finger at enemy number
one. The Moghedin, he sad, ‘ae wose than infidels”

Even the organization's heath dinics  soon came under attack.
Thereweremoredeathsandinjuries,andthousandsofarrests. 1o
Responding 0 aleter of compaint by Moghedn suppoters  n August
1980, when the omganzation sl engaged n pubic  advies, Mukeh
Alameh, head of the revolutionary cout of Bam, in southem Iran,
wote:  “According 1o the decree of ImamKhomein, the Mojahedin  of
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Iran are infidels and worse than blasphemers.. They have no right
bE

MohammadYazdi,headoftheregime’sJudiciary, referredto
Khomeini'sordertomassacretheMojahedinandtheirsupporters,
issued months before it became pubic,  as folows:

Thelmam'shand-writtenjudicialordercondemnedthe[Mojahedin]-the

toiaity o the organizaiion and is  infrastrucure, and not indvduals -0
thattherewouldbenohesitationintermingtheactivitiesbythese
individualsaswagingwaronGodandcorruptiononEarth[andcarrying

ot ther execuion odes] 2

Shaul Bakhash wites about the events of that era in his book,
The Regn df the Ayaidlahs

InFebruary1980,60,000copiesof Mojahed wereseizedandbumed.In
Mashad, Shiraz, Qaemshahr, Sai, and dozens of smal towns, dub wielders
attackedandlootedMojahedinheadquarters, studentsocieties,and
meetings.SincetheMojahedinmeetingswereoftenlarge, theseattacks
turnedintohugemelees. Some 700wereinjuredintheattackonthe
MojahedinheadquartersatQa'emshahrin April,400inMashad. Ten

members of the organization lost their fves in clashes between February
andJune1980.

Preachers  were often the instigators of these attacks. In Qom, ant-
MojahedinmarchestookplaceaftersermonsbyMohammadTagiFalsafi
andMohammad-JavadBahonar.InBehshahr,theMojahedinwereattacked
afterasermonbyFakhrad-DinHejazi. Hojjatol-EslamKhaz'alimoved
fom tomn O town o preach against the Moahedn. “f they do not repent”
hetoldacrowdinShahrud,‘takethemandthrowtheminthe Caspian
Sea."HeaccusedtheMojahedinofbeingcommunists, takingpartinthe
Kurdish  uprising, kiling Revolutionary Guardsmen, and misleadng  young
gils. ‘Bven if they hide in amouse hoe” hetdd a Mashad congregation,
‘we wil drag tem out and kil them.. Weare tisty for their bood. We
me dse of ter gl

[KhomainijwassuspiciousoftheMojahedin'sgrowingstrengthand
dsapproved  of ther attempls, as lymen, t appopiate o themseles  the
authority  to interpret Islamic  doctrine. In June 1980, Khomaini publicly
denounced the Mojahedin  as polytheists and hypocites  and contemptuously
relered ®© RgavM as ‘s lad whocas himsef  the leader”  The Moghedn
responded by quety dosng a ter branch dfices  and refreaiing further

underground.”

Ervand Abrahamian desciibes  the Mojahedin's  poliical behavior
as ‘nonrconfrontationalist” “ despte e numemous attacks  camed

98



Feedom Fghters  or Tenosts?

outagainstthemwithKhomeini'sblessing.Healsoreferstothe
occupationofMojahedinofficesinAhwaz, Bushehr, Abadan,and
IsfahaninthefirstyearofKhomeini'srule, notingthatthe

Hezbollahis  attemptedtotakeovertheMojahedinheadquartersin

Tehran, butfailed duetopopularsupportforthemovement.

Refening to Khomenis speech in March 1980, the author wuites,

The hezbolahis, no doubt prompted by the IRP, waged war on the Mojahedin.
They assauted  Mojghedin  ofices, pining  presses, and eecion  rAies  in
Tehran,Rasht, Gorgan, Hamadan, Mianeh, Mashhad, Shiraz, Isfahan,
Kermanshah,Khomein,Malayer,andQiyamshahr(Shahi). Theseattacks
causedthreedeathsandover1000casualties. Theattackonthe Tehran
rally,whichdrew200,000participants, lefttwenty-threeMojahedin

sympathizers ~ serously  inured. %

TheMojahedin,however,refrainedfromanyconfrontationand
“paricpated egely n te patamenay elecions” ¥ In menioning

the mullahs’ propaganda campaign againstthe Mojahedin,
Abrahamianadds,

Theregimeusedmorethanpropaganda. TheChiefProsecutoron2November
1980 banned Mgahed for spreadng  danderous  es;  the paper dd not appear
regularlyuntilearly Decemberwhentheorganizationestablisheda
clandesine  prning  press. The local komiehs fied to amest Mojahedin
leaders; mosthad already gone underground, butmany prominent
sympathizersandthemiddie-evelorganizersweredetainedandexecuted
after  June 1981. The pasdars dosed down Mojahedin ofices  and disrupted
theirralliesbyshootingintocrowdsandmakingmassarrests.Byearly
June 1981, the prsons - espedaly in Tehran, the central  cities, and the
Caspiantowns-containedmorethan1,180Mojaheds...

Futhermore,  the hezboliahis, most probably  under IRP instructions,
beganareignofterror. TheyshotnewsstandownersselingMojahedin
publications; beat up suspected sympathizers, bombed homes (induding that
o te Reza famly) hoe b te dfices o te Musim Sudent  Assocaton;
disruptedconferences, especiallythe CongressofTrade Unions;and
physicaly atacked meetings, shoung ‘Hypocites — ae more dangerous than
infidels” By 20 June 1981 these hezolhi  afacks, togeher wih the pasdar
shoatings, had et severtyone mogheds dead..

On27Apri,theMojahedinorganizedamassmarchincentral Tehran
o poest boh te dosng downof BaniSad’s  newspaper and te kiing of
four demonstators  in Qyamshahr (Shahi).  The march, which afracted  owver
Cealy, te regme weslsng contd onte sees.  The foloving  day, te
Chief Prosecutor  banned al fuure  Mojghedn  demonstrations...
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In an open leter O Ayatoleh  Khomeni the Moghedn reterated their
pest compaits, ked tose Ked by the hezbokahis, poned out that not
asnge ore of the kiles  had been bought t justice; and, poesing te
ban on sreet  demonstrations, waned that f al pesosfl avenues were dosed
of tey woud have nochoce but © reum  © ‘amed stugde” n aker ©
thepresidenttheMojahedinexhortedBani-Sadr, asthe“higheststate
authority”, to potect the rights of diizens, especidy  their right to
demonstratle  peacefuly. 8

Referringtothe eventsof1979-81,the State Department

acknowledges these facts in its December 1984 report
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TheMujahedinhaveneveracceptedtheKhomeiniregimeasanadequate
Islamicgovemment.WhenKhomeinitookpower, theMujahedincalledfor

continued  revolution, but sad they woud wok for change wihin  the legdl
framework of the newregime. The Mujahedin  publications emphasized their
unque roe as an uban guenila foce that promised to enter candidates
for te highest ofices under the new poliical system.  The Moghedin  also
enteed avdy ino the naionad debae onte stucure  of the new Isiamic
regime.  The Mujahedin  unsuccessfully sought afreely elected  constituent
assamby o daft  a constiution.

TheMujahedinsimilarlymadeanattemptatpoliicalparticipation
whenMujahedinleaderMasudRajaviranforthepresidencyinJanuary
1980.RajaviwasforcedtowithdrawwhenAyatollahKhomeiniruledthat
onlycandidateswhohadsupportedthe constitutioninthe December
referendum-whichtheMojahedinhadboycotted-wereeligible. Rajavi's
wihdrawal ~ statement  emphasized the goups  effots o confom O election
regugions  and reierated the Moghedns inenion  © advence is poliical
ams within  the newlegal system.

InMarchandMay1980, RajaviandseveralotherMujahedinranin
Tehran for the Idamic  Assembly (Mgis ). Moussa Khabani, Rajavis  deputy,
ran in Tabriz, and ohers ran in the noth, where the goup wes stong.  The
Mujahedinattemptedtodemonstratetheirbroadenedappealbyrunning
onter fdet sved modeae polica fgures..

Betweenthetwoelectionrounds,theMujahedinannouncedthatits
memberswoulddisarmtoprovethattheywerenatinitiatingtheclashes
withthefundamentaliststhathadbecomeendemicduringthecampaign.
Thefundamentalists responded by once again banning Mujahedin
representatives fom the uniersiy campuses. The groups  alegations that
vote talies had been atered to deny Rajavi and Khiabani  victories, were
goed

Rajavi then began to hint that the Mughedin were consideing — active
oppositiontothe Khomeiniregime. Intheearlysummerof1980the
Muighedin  staged several  ralies in Tehran dawing up to 150000 peope t
hear Rgavi pomse © cary onte opposion 0 fundamentalist domination.
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OnJune 25 Khomeiniresponded by amajor statementagainstthe
Mughedin, daiming ther adiviies woud deral the revoluion and bring
back“USdominance.” B

ForayearafterKhomeini'sremarks,theMojahedincontinued
toworkfordemocracythroughpeacefulpoliicalmeans. Thisera
endedonJune 20,1981, whenheavilyarmed Guardsturneda
peacell demonstaion  caled n Tehvan by the Moghedn b a blood
bath. Theday'seventsarerecountedbyAbrahamian:

On20 Jue, vast coms gppeared N many dies, eecaly n Tehran, Tabiz,
Birjand,AhwazandKerman. The Tehrandemonstration,drewasmanyas
500,000determinedparticipants. Warmingsagainstdemonstrationswere
constantlybroadcastovertheradio-televisionnetwork. Government

supportersadvisedthe publictostayathome:forexample, Nabavi's

Omanizaion  of the Mogheds of the Isamic  Rewouton 2 beseeched the youh
o lken not © wese ther s for the sake of ‘fberdism and capigism.”
Prominent defics  dedared that demonstrators, imespecive of ther age,
wouldbetreatedas‘enemiesofGod’andassuchwouldbeexecutedonthe

spot  Hezbolahis ~ were amed and tucked in o bok of the mgjor streels.
Pasdarswereorderedtoshoot. Fiftywerekiled,200injured,and1,000

aresed in the vicnity of Tehran Unwversy  adone. Ths supassed most of
thestreetclashesofthelsiamicRevolution. ThewardenofEvinPrison

announced with much fanfare  that fiing  sguads had executed  twenty-three
demonstrators, indudng  anumber of tenage gils.  Theregn of teror  had
begun. #

Resistance Against Tyranny

Thus,onlyafterexhaustingallpeacefulavenuesofpoliical
acivity-and being dened al the legimate nghts of an ordinary
dizen  or a leglimate poiitical movementdd te Moghedn ad, on
the bess o ther indienabe nghts  as sipuiated in the Preambe ©
the Universal Dedaraion  of HumanRights, namely ‘o have recourse,
as albst resott o rbeion  aganst tramy and oppresson” 2 and
tookupams.

The ight has also been recognzed by the Cathoic  Church, which
N gererd  ogpposes te use of vidence In apess ocoference N 1986,
Cadinad Joseph Ratzinger, the Presdent of the Pontiical Biblical
Commission,introducedadocumentcalled“ChristianLibertyand
Liberation,” wheen t 5 spedied ‘Amed sigde B te B resat
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0 end blaant and poonged oppresson which has sefiously  violated
the fundamental rghts of individuals and has dangerously = damaged
thegeneralinterestsofacountry.” ZInhisinauguraladdress,
belongs t te peope whoinhabt it Whenever they shal gow weary
of the exising Govemment, they can exerdse ther  constiuional
rightofamendingitortheirrevolutionaryrighttodismemberor
oethrow " #

EvenatfterthousandsofexecutionsbytheKhomeiniregime,
MassoudRajavistillexpressedthemovement'swilingnessto
abandonamedresistanceinal 984interview.

The Idlam that weprofess does not condone bloodshed.  Wehave never sought,

nor do we welcome confrontation and vidence. Toexplain, alow meto send

amessagetoKhomeinithroughyou...Mymessageisthis: fKkhomeiniis

preparedtoholdtrulyfreeelections, Iwillreturntomyhomeland

immediaiely.  The Moghedn wil lay downther ams to particpate in such

elections. Wedo not fear eledion  resuts,  whatever they maybe.
Beoe te sat o amed stugde, wetied © uize  d legd measdf

poltical aciy, but suppresson  compeled ws 0 ke wp ams. f Khomeni

hadallowedhalforevenaquarterofthefreedomspresentlyenjoyedin

France, wewould certainly hae achieved ademocac vicory. &

Incontrast,Hashemi-Rafsanjanihadspelledouttheregime’s
poicy onte Moahedn in amucheader Satement as folons:

Dvire law defnes our sentences for tem, which must becatied ot 1- W
them, 2- hang them, 3- cut of ther ams and legs, 4- banish them. Had we
caught and executed 200 of them just after the revolution, they would not
havemultipliedsomuch. %

Under such circumstances, the optons for any democraic  force
are dear ressince or surender.  Those who, for whatever  reason,
deny e ngt © resst  and brand it vidence o terorism, witingly
o unwiiingly ae adwcating suomsson © the mulehs  ddatoshp.
Trengt © resot 1 vidence whenal pesosfl  polical aenues ae
bocked s an inemationaly recognized  principle, for a poitical
movement or government; the U.S. State Department has
acknomedged this rght for many counties  and opposiion  groups.

ThelranianResistance’spositiononblindterrorismand
indiscriminate voence has aways been dear. It strongy  condemns
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acions that treaten the Ives of innocent peope. Cotrary to the
repots - alegations, the Moghedn have never engaged in adiMies,
in Ian or aoroad, that endanger the IMes of innocent  aviians. In
thepast14years, theyhaveissued hundreds of statements
al can openly engage in poliical aciviy, t s the Khomen regme
that hes pusued apdicy of assassnatig the Ressances — aduss,
pimaiy ~ fom the Mojahedin.

InMarch 1994, MohammadMohaddessin, ChairmanoftheNCR
Foreign Affairs  Committee, wrote to Lee Hamiton, Chaiman of the
HouseForeignAffairsCommittee:

Iwishtoreiteratewhatthe NCR President, Mr.Massoud Rajavi,has

repeatedy  stressed: The National Cound  of Resistance  of Iren vehementy
condemnsterrorisminallformsandunderwhateverpretexts;allNCR
membersareboundbythisprinciple. Eveninconfrontingthereligious,
terroristdictatorshiprulinglran,which Secretary of State Warren

Chistopher  has accuraiely  descibed  as an ‘intemational outaw,”  we have
respeced this  principle and remain commited to it Asaresut, although
many Resistance  activists have been assassinated by the regime’'s abroad,
we have never reciprocated in knd, and have refered  instead the mater
judicial authoriies and the intemational communty. ¥

AccusingthelranianResistanceofterrorismisratherlike
accusingthemovementforAmericanindependence, ortheFrench
Réssane agaet te Naa oooupeion,  of fenolm h ad kehood,
the regmes of King Geoge and Adof Hier did just thet
Therefore,areviewofthelraniansituationbetween1979and
1981, evensolelyonthebasisofsourcesacceptedbythe State
Department,revealsthatthereport'sauthorshaveblatantyand
rathershamefullydistortedthefactsinclaimingthatafterthe
Mojahedin  lost  poliical power to the mullahs, ‘they then appled
ther dedicaion 0 amed stugge and the use of propaganda  against
the newlanan govemment, launching avident and poemical cyde
of attack and reprisal” 2 The Mojghedin are not dedicated to amed
stugge.  Assaied, f democatic  poliical feedoms edsed N len
astheydointheWest, therewouldhavebeennoneedtoresortto
ams.  Unfortunately, in their quest to appease Tehran, the authors
appear deermined  to potray the Khomeini regme as the Mojahedin's
vdim, gong sofar as b staer “The swath of teror  cut by the MKO
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wasmatchedbyanequallyruthlessresponsefromthe Khomeini
regime,manyofwhosecurrentleaders-includingRafsanjaniand
Khamenei-wereinjuredintheseattacks.” PTheproceedingisan
asonshng  exampe o fabication wihn  distortion. For te recod,
Rafsanjani  and Khamenei were the targets of assassinations in 1979
and 81 respecively, before te Moghedn's amed ressance  hed even
begun. Theattemptsweremadebyanextremistreligiousgroup

named Forgan ,andwereinnowayrelatedtotheMojahedin.How

ee D epan ths fabicaion f not asanaempt © potay Ians
‘cutent  leaders - indudng  Rafsanani and Khamenel’ as ‘vidims’
of the Moahedin? Such a porrayal can only seek to legiimize the
crimesofthese'leaders’againsttheMojahedinandthelranian

pecpe.

AttacksatHome

ThedistortedaccountcontinuesbyaccusingtheMojahedinof
alacking  ‘aviians’ Pijsde lan. Refening 1 intemationa news
senices, the authors lay the blame for a seies of bombings on the
organization. The news senvices cted, however, had smply quoted
the regme, and repoted the Moghedin's  denidls. * The Los Angeles
Times wrote: Thenewsagency(IRNA)blamedtheblaston‘agents
ofinternationalimperialism’-areferencetoanti-government
underground  groups such as the Moujghedeen, ran's  main opposition
gop. However, n asaement issued in Pais afer Tuesdays bast
theMoujahedeenchargedthatthebombhadbeenplantedbythe
Iraniangovermentinordertoblemishtheimageofthelranian
peopes  jEt essce”  #

Somemediareportshadindependently confirmedthatthe
bombingscouldnatbeattributedtotheMojahedin. Thenextday,
The Los Angeles Times, reprinting the same Associated  Press story
the State Departmentcites, wrote:“InAthenson\Wednesday,a
previouslyunknownIraniangroupcallingitself SYSclaimed
responsibilityforthetwocarbombattacks.Ananonymouscaller
od the Assocaied Press thet the goup 5 a naionaist organizaton
that ams to make ran as uncomfortable  as possble  for the regime
of AyatollahKhomeini.” B Thearticleadds: The“Moujahedeen
maniains  ta t does not engage N indsaiminaie atads tet nue
innocent ~ aviians,” % and noes tat the regme had aso blamed the
US. for the explosions. The Times ten cames the US. denal
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Sotherewehaveit. Eightyearsafteraneventforwhichthe
ruingregimeblamedboththeMojahedinandU.S. theincidentis
beingusedbytheU.S. StateDepartmentagainsttheMojahedin.

Over the past 15 years, in lieraly thousands of news reports,
the derical regime has atibuted bombings in pubic places t te
Mojahedin. Anindependentstudybythe British Parliamentary
HumanRightsGroupexaminedthefacts, layingbaretheregime’s
pocy of bamng te gposion for s oantenost ads, such as te

199%4explosionatimamReza’sshrine. *TheU.N.Subcommissionon
Prevenion  of Disarimination and Proecion  of Minories aso hed
theregimeaccountable. %ReportingtotheU.N.GeneralAssembly,

the SpecialRepresentative ofthe CommissiononHumanRights

ridiculed the regme’'s  alegations aganst  te Mojghedin:
\Whenpoliicalcrimesareinvolved,itshouldbebomeinmindthatthe
peperators  wil ty © poedt temseves by daggng in red hemings  and
et inciminating ohes s usuialy pat o te pepasion  and paming o
apiicd  dime kB bet teebe, D kesgoos O vey doios des
asisthecaseofthewomanattemptingtofieethecountrythroughthe

ZahedanareacarryingevidencerelatingtothemurderofReverend
Michaelian. ¥

The resolution subsequenty  adopted by the 49h sesson of the
U.N.General Assemblytacitlyblamedthe Tehranregimeforthe
murder of several Chrisian  leaders, angering the mullahs  foreign
mnsty.  ®

Inreferencetotheexplosionatkhomeini'stombin1992,the
StateDepartmentreportclaimsthatthesiteisvisiteddailyby
thousandsoflranians,althoughtheregimeannouncedthatatthe
time ofthe explosion, nobodywasinside andtherewere“no
Casualies” ®in s oconen about these ‘daly  veis by thousands o
peope”  “ the Depatment appears more Cathoic than the Pope. It s
worthmentioningthattheregimehaspersistentlytriedtoliken
Khomeini'stombtotheshrinesofthe Shiitelmam s,expending
enormousamountsofmoneyandpublicityinabidtojustifyand
whitwash its patriarch’'s aimes. Comparisons equating the tomb of
the most desosed despot 0 the wold wih te shines o hoy relgous
figures are deepy resented by the lanian people.  The exploson  at
Khomeini'stombbyResistancesupporterswasanexpressionof
popdar hated of the regmes  abuse of Kam and hisioicd figures.
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Attacks Abroad

ThereportclaimsthatMojahedinsympathizers“occasionally
cany out vioent attads aganst lanan govemment tagets located
intheWest.” “tfurtherstatesthatMojahedinmembersstormed
the regme’'s dplomaic  missons in a “coordinated wave of attacks’
in Apil of 1992. © The passage bomows heavly from a news artice
printedatthetime, butfailstomentionthe subsequentlegal
proceedings that disprove the dams ocomained  therein.

What are the facts? OnApil 5 1992, thiteen  lanian  fighter
s lunched anar stke onaNatonal Lberaion  Amy base aong
the IrarHrag boder sip. “® Thear raid wesablaant vioaton of
UN. Seauity Cound resoiion 598 for a ceasefre n te laag
War. According to  information pubiished at the time, the regime’s
fger js passed twough the nody  zone, raher than centdl g,
b bBuch asupise alack onressance foves  ad infict a maximum
number of casualies. They few ower te base for 50 mnues, dopping

30tonsofbombs. TheSaudidaily AshargAFAwsat  wrotethatthe
mullahs'regimehadinformedtheU.S. State Department24hours
priortothebombardment. 4 TheStateDepartmentneverdeniedthis

repot, nor dd it ocondemn the atiack
The Tehranregime subsequentlyannouncedthat1,500NLA
combetents, indudng te kanen  Ressance's  keader,  had been kied
intheattack. % Thereportsentshockwavesthroughlranian
communitiesaroundtheworld. Manyhadfriendsandrelatives
volunteering in the NLA In amater of hous, the regime's embasses
became soees of poet  h seed  cases, tese escdbied b deges
betveen embassy employees and irate  protesters. The incdents ~ were
natinanywayorganizedbythePeople’sMojahedinOrganization,
and were completely  spontaneous.  To suppot  its  account, the State
Department  refers  to a FBIS translation of a news report  broadcast
byVoiceofMojahedradio.FBIShadinaccuratelytranslatedthe
repot, N which regard the Moghedin lodged afomal poest at te
tme. “TheactualradiobroadcastneverindicatedtheMojahedin
were responsbe for e atiads.
Manyoftheindividualswhotookpartintheprotestswere
aresed by the poice and later tied.  In many countries, they were
ether acquited or receved light or suspended sentences. The key
pont, however, is that none of the couts evauated these acds of
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protestasapremeditated crime organizedbythe Mojahedin,
indudng  the cout in NewYok Thejudge in that case granted the
accusedutmostieniencyafterdeterminingthattherehadbeenno
premeditation.AcourtinCanadaexaminedthecaseof21 Iranians
who had staged a protest against the lranan embassy in Ottawa.  In
his milng, Judge Peme Merder wwote: “There was no evidence the
21 accused belong to the dissident  Iranian  group Mujahedeen Khalq

orastheCrownhasallegedanyterroristgroup.” “"Headded: The
proesters  had reason to be angry gven the atrociies many endured
under the regime of the Ayatolah  Ruholah  Khomeini.” The court

aso  aiicized the govemment for poongng the case for poliical
reasons. “©Smiar  verdds  were issued in oher  countres. The Siate
Depatment would have been betier advised t respect the miings  of
distinguished judges in Ottawa, NewYork, Pars, Stockhom, Oslo,
Bonn,Bem,etc.,andstayoutofajudicialmatterthathadbeen
investigatedanddeliberatedformonthsandyearsbyhundredsof

lvwers,  judges,  posecurs and juries,

Regrettably,theDepartment'stotalinsensitivitytowardthe
bombardmentofanNLAbase-violating U.N. Security Council
resouion 58 adresding N cesudies adiuding of s sees
ofevents-arousessuspicionsaboutthemotivesbehindthese
alegations. Treroveadion © te ar ske embddened te deicd
regme 1o attack NLAbases on several other occasions.

The repot  also wites, ‘I December 1993, the Moghedin  stated
they misook two Turish  oficials in Baghdad for lranian  diplomats
andshotthemdead.” 4 Unfortunately, theauthorshaveagain
refaned fom addessng the fads s amater of fad ta in te
creumstancesensuingfromtheGulfwar, theMojahedinhavebeen
te ages o oer 0 Enoi aads n kg by te regmes  agens.
Onthe day of the incdent in queston, an automoble belongng to
the regme's embassy in Baghdad approached one of the ofices  of the
Mojahedin. Thesameofficehadbeenattackedshortlybeforeby
Khomeini'sdiplomat-terroristsusingthesameembassycar. The
seauiy guad a te ofice odeed te car b hat,  but hs wamings
wentunheeded. Theguardreactedbyfiringatwhathethoughtwas
apotentialcarbombingoftheoffice. Unfortunately,onecfthe
pessengers  wes Kied, not o as damed n te repot  Invesigations
kter reveded that the automoble had been puchased by the Turkish
doomais afew das bebe te odey, addl  caed te mubAs
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dpomatic  license plakes.  The regimes  embassy, of course, had not
informedthe Turkishdiplomatsofthecar'spastinvolvementin

terrorist activites. The Moghedin  contacted the Turkish  embassy
a te tme, t conmey ther ocondoences and apologes for the tagc
misake, and o om te Tuks of te deals of the inadent

TheNovembertrialoftwoMojahedinguardswhofiredonthe
Tuksh dpomels  daiied te recod  Fdly, t wesesgbshed te
the g Minsty of Foegn Aflars  had issued witen  wamings ©
the Khomeiniregime’sembassy onfour separate occasions,
demanding its dplomaic cars refran flom entering  areas adjacent
o the Mgghedns diices  Secondy, the represeniatve o the Tuksh
embassyinBaghdadtestifiedthattheslaindiplomathadbeen
advised nat © use te car before removing the fomer license  plates
adaidg Tuksh dpomaic paes Thdy, g guads testied
that the car had been odered to Stop twice at the comer leading to
the vanly of te Moghedns ofice ©n Baghdad, but te diver had
disregarded  these wamings.

Again, the authos  accusaions of Moghedn temoism  senve
whittwash the mullahs' record. The resuts  of investigations into
numerous cases of temorist activity by the mulahs' embassies in
Baghdad, Switzerland, France, Germanyanditaly,inadditionto
the vaious tenorist congoraces  tat have goe o tid i Europe,
kad ore 0 reasonably ocondude that Khomeinls dipomats  are likely
to attack the Mojghedn whenever given an opportuniy.

Aler the pubicaion o the repot,  aoopy of akter addessed D
PresidentClintonbyanlraniansupporterofthe Resistancewas
receivedbytheNCR’sRepresentative OfficeinWashington. The
lenen  sresses in his eter  tet he had met wih Chrisiopher ™ Herzel
o the Depatments Near East Bueau before the repots  publcation.
Mr.Henzelhadaskedhimtoprovidesomedocumentsonthemurder
ofthe TurkishdiplomatinBaghdad,whichhepromptlydid. The
authorofthelettertothe Presidenthasalsoquestionedthe
impertcliy o the epot ¥

Ths sedon o te Sae Depatmets  repot 5 insdosly aafied
D kad © the condson te thee ess a‘ooe o vdent atads
and reprisals;” S in oher wods, the regmes bual aimes aganst
the Iranian people and oppositionareaconsequenceofthe
Mojahedin'smilitaryoperations. Thelogichasbeenextendedto
foreign  counties  as wel, where the regime’'s temorism IS also in
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responsetothe Mojahedin's*violentattacksagainstlranian
govemmenttargetslocatedinthe\West.” %2 Thesectionentited

‘Atacks in the West” expounds on the ‘wave of coodinated — attacks”
by“membersoftheMojahedin”on‘“Iraniandiplomaticrmissions,”
andonan“MKOattackonanautomobilecarryinglranianForeign

Minister ~ Velayal” in 1992, and “simiar  confrontations that have
occured in other European counties  since 1991”7 % Significantly,
there is no darfcation that these ‘dpomats’ were tageted with
nothing more kethal than rotten eggs, presumably to paint a violent
and tenorst pare o te lanen Ressance Afer dailng d o
this, theauthorsdevoteonlyafewlinestosumminguphow The

Moghedn also have been vidims of Ianan govemment tenorism.” S

TheReal Terrorist

“Wheneveranyformofgovemmentbecomesdestructiveofthese
ends [Lile, Lbety andte Pusit of Happress, it s te nght of
the peopletoalterortoabolishit,andtoinstitute new
govenment.When  along tan of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariablythesameobject,evincesadesigntoreducethemunder
aeole depolm, K B hear gt t B ter duy, D tow of suh
govemment, and o provide newguards for ther fure secuiy” %
Sodedared Americas founding  fathers.

Usihg terms like ‘“violence” and ‘terrorism,” the authors fault
the lann peope for stugging o owthron  a tyrannical regime t
seare ter fghts  In addion 1 execuing owver 100000 peope and
imprisoningevenmoreonpoliticalcharges,theKhomeiniregime
has caed out N excess of 100 teworst operations  abroad  against
Iranian  dissidents. The attacks have et 300 dead or wounded. ® Some
ofthemorenoted cases, whichoccurredduring Rafsanjani's

presdency and wih his expressed consent,  indude:

e TheJuly1989assassinationofAbdolRahmanQassemiou,
theleaderofthe Kurdistan Democratic Partyoflran,andhis
companions in Vienna, Austia; ¥

»  TheApri1990assassinationofProfessorkazemRajavi,a
distinguished humanights advocate and elder brother  of the lranian
Ressance's  leader, in Geneva, Swizefland; %

*  TheAugust1991assassinationof ShapourBakhtiar,the
shah's last Pime Minstr, in Pais, Fance *
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*  TheJune1992abductionandmurderofAliAkbarGhorbani,

aMojahedinmember,inistanbul, Turkey; €0
e The Sepember 1992 assasshation of te leaders of an lranian
Kurdishgroup,inBeriin,Germany;, 61

»  TheMarch1993assassinationofMohammadHaosseinNaqgdi,
the NCRrepresentative, in Rome, lly;, ®

¢ TheJune1993assassinationofMohammadHassanArbab,
aMojahedinmember,inKarachi, Pakistan. 63

Theregime'sterrorismagainstforeignnationalsiscommon
knowledge,andthe State Departmentiscertainlymoreinformed
thanmost. Themostcelebratedcasesincludethetakeoverofthe
Americanembassyin Tehranin1979;theexplosionoftheU.S.and
the Fench baracks in Bent; % the taking of Westemers hosiage in
Lebanon;thedecreetomurdertheBritishauthorSalmanRushdie;
andtheassassinationattemptsonhisNorwegianpublisherand
teilan  and Japanese transators.
Theofficialsofthe State Department'sNearEastemAffairs
Bueau have ofen expressed araonale  tat says opposiion  to the
mullahs'exportoffundamentalismandterrorismdoesnotjustify
suppat  for the Moghedn, whoalso use vidence and temorism. Such
logc 8 puzzing flom a Depatment which taks 1, negoates  wih,
and even suppots  someof the woidds  most vidert, ant-democratic
foces, whohawe no soupes about usng vidence o bind  tenoism.
Toppng the &t s the regme in Ian, wih whomte oficas o te
Near Easten Affars  Bureau so ferventy seek a dialogue.
Althoughthe statementthatthe Mojahedinandthe Tehran
regime  simulaneously engage in tenoism mayat it gance appear
innocuous, but adoser look confrms that the State Department is
not ad swoss nis gposion © te egme k5 the Depatment
that s aways peading for dalogue - wih no precondions no less,
and the regime saying nay. For evety 10 staements,  leters o ‘fact
sheets’theNearEastBureauhasissuedonallegedMojahedinuse
of terrorism,"thereisseldomoneagainstthemuliahsandtheir
untamed  temorism. Oremigtt wel ask, whois the real tenorist in
IranandtheMiddleEast,theKhomeiniregimeortheMojahedin?
ff the Unted States genuinely believes that the Tehran regime
i5 an ‘ntemational outaw’ and the ‘man source of terorism)’ and
ses O oonfont i the wost possbe  appoach s hostiy toward
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thatregime’'svicims. Therearefewmeansavailableinthefight
o, and techndogcal embargo ae al needed, but not enough o bing
about change toward democracy and respect for intemational noms
andcovenants. Thelranianpeopleandtheirresistancearethe
decsve facto;  tey wil have te fnal say about change. Though
somemaynat ke i nematona recogriion d te anan peopes
Resistanceistheonlywaytoexpeditechangetowarddemocracy,
peace and stabity in Ian and the regon.

Fortunately, many US. senators and congressmen have endorsed
thejustandrighteousresistanceoftheMojahedinandNational
Coud of Resstance in dedarations o keters O Massoud Rgad. A
Housemajoritywroteinsummer1992:“The NCR, backedbyits
mitary ~ wing, the National Liberaion  Amy of Ian, backed by the
populace, and in step with shikes and demonstations  over the past
fewmonthswithinlran,iscapableofestablishingfreedomand
democacy in kan” % In auumn of te sameyear, 62 seraos  refered

to the ocongressiondl satement,  adding,

Resolutionsbythe U.N.HumanRights Subcommissionandthe European

Pafament  depoed the connung  incease i tenorist acliviles against
dssdents  aboad, indudng  te faled pot N December 1991 o assassiate
Mr. Massoud Rajavi, Presdent of the Naiond Cound of Ressane of Iran
OnApril5,1992, theRafsanjanigovernment,alarmedatthespreadof

popuar poess,  caossed  intemational borders.. Weae covinced tet the
tme has comefor te frre woid to jon together against the human rights
abusesofthelranianregime.Recently,amajorityofthemembersofthe
U.S.HouseofRepresentatives,and1,300pariamentariansfrom19other

countries  issued statements  condemning the  violations of humanrghts in
Ian and supporing  te lanan  peope’s Resstance. %

162membersoftheHouseofRepresentativeswrotealetterto
Mr. Massoud Rajaviwhen hisbrother, Dr. Kazem Rajaviwas
assassinated: ‘We.ask you as te Leader of te lanian  Resstance,
toassureyourcountrymenthatwe supporttheirpeacefuland
democraic  ams” ¥ In aleter t© Mr. Rajavi in June 1984, Senator
EdwardKennedystressed:"... Thelranianpeoplearereadyfor
change. Andthey ae being aded by your efols to promoe goals of
peace,democracyandfreedominiran. TherearemanyinAmetrica
whosupportthesegoalsinlran;andwhofeelagreatsenseof
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solidarity wth the lranean peope whohave sufered  so greatly”
If, however,the State Departmentpreferstodealwiththe

refgious, tenonist didatorship nng len raher then te lanan

peope and Ressance, so beit The Moghedn and National Cound

of Resstance wil goter omnway, rehing onthe pegpe of Ian and

notslackeningthe pacetowardstheregime’soverthrowand

estabishment  of a democatic,  pluralistic govemnment in Iran.
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