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Mojahedin & Irag

In e boadest sase, te lanan  peges Ressae ocosss  of three
sedons. s sodad  sedion,  under the diedion of the Resslances
commandheadquartersinsidelran,isbasedundergroundinTehran
adoher ken des  The policd amd te Ressance hes dices
in Europe and Noth Amerficaa The Resstance's Presidentelect, Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, the NCRs central  office, and its 18 committees are
in Pais. Thee ae aso dices of the Presdentelect in Euope ad
NorthAmerica. ThemilitaryarmoftheResistance, theNational
Lbegion  Amy of an, & besed dong te ladag  boder fonter.
Asfor te Moghedin, somedf iIs sedions are in an and ahes
operate fom the border regon wihin  the famewok of the National
Liceration ~ Amy. Abroad, the ofices and chepters of the Mojahedin
weredissolvedin1994andalmembersandfaciliiesputatthe
dgosd o te Preseteeds dices 1Oy te oganzaions pess
spokesmenarepresentlyabroad.

Iran-lraqgWar

Whenthelran-ragWareruptedandiragjiforcescrossedinto
Iranin1980,theMojahedincondemnedtheoccupationofiranian
territory,declaredtheirreadinesstodefendthehomelandand
immediately dispatchedlarge numbers oftheirmembersand
suppoters o the southem and westem fonts. From the very first
weeks of the war, the Revolutionary Guards harassed and mistreated
the Mojghedin fighters, aresing many. In asees of arides in
November1980, Mojahed ,newspaperdeclaredtheorganization's
readinesstocontinuefightingatthefronts, butwamedagainst
futher amests and imprisonment.
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AState Departmentunclassified reportsentto Chairman
Hamiltonin1984noted:“Iraginvadediran(September1980)...
Mujghedn units went to the font immedaately. They were tolerated
by the fundamentalists ony in the it hedic days of the war, and
maostweresoonexpelled.” 2Duringthewar,anumberofMojahedin
supporterswerekiledandmanycaptured. Yearslater,whenlraq
was preparing 1 release al ranan POWsn 1989, these Mojghedin
competed the necessary legal processng  and retumed 1o the ranks
o the omganzation

InJune1982, Iragjiforceswithdrewfromiranianteritoryto
behind the intemational borders. From then on, only Khomeini and
his regime inssted  on perpetuating the war. Coning Sogans about
‘berating Qodsvia Kabela” the regme madete most of the oonfict
to damp ald on domesic dssent  Afler June 1982, the Mojahedin
saw no reason for coninued  hostiiies. Characterizing the confict
as an unpatrioic war corary 1 te nerests of the lanan  peope,
they demanded an end to the fighting. Since the regmes reluctant
acceptanceofacease-firein1988,itsofficialshavegradually
adnowledged  the tenbe pice pad for poogng  hosiiies. Over
1,000hiliondollarsineconomicdamages 8,andseveralmillion
Casdles  admeigees aest D te vady — of te lenen  Ressance
andMojahedin'soppositiontothewar. Today, theirpositionis
suppoted by al  Iranars.

NCR Peace Policy

OnJanuary9,1983, TariqAziz,thenDeputy PrimeMinisterof
Irag,metwithMassoudRajavi,theNCRPresident,atthelatter's
residenceinAuvers-sur-Oise, France. Thetwoissuedajoint
communiquéontheneedforacease-fireandasolutiontoendthe
devastatingconflict. Thestatementreadsinpart.“Sayed Aziz
epaed O Mt R the podion o lag n doae dede D resize
peace betveen lraq and Iran, onthe basis of ful independence and
fenioial negiy, eyped o te fee W of e peope o kg ad
te peoge o ke’ 4

M. Raad ‘eqpaned te vews hed by e ust ressance o the
Ilanan  peope, about te peacell  selement of te dspues  between
the o couies  which might be achieved through dred  negofiations
betweenthetwosideswithintheframeworkofthesovereigntyand
te tenioiE negiy o boh couties regadng te mud resped
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by boh couties o the nonnenvenion pdcy n te ohe’s nerd
dlis  adter respede neghbouly rEbions.” *Hedessed  that
the Khomeini regime wil not accept peace unkess in the postion  of
absolutedesperationandweakness. Reiteratinghiscondemnation
of ety sot of haassment of aviians, Mr. Rajavi asked the Irag
govemment t ke into  consideration the immunity and the security
o fnen  des  viges ad deenssess o Heaso requested
particular attertion, in conformity ~ with the Geneva Comvention, to
the case of lanan POWsespecaly te miiary  personnel  ©
OnMarch 13, 1983, the NCRpresented a peace plan, unanimously
adoped by is membes it saes  “The Naiond Coud of Ressance
hereby decares that it consders the 1975 Treaty (preceded by the
Algiersagreementthesameyear)andthelandandriverborders
Stipulated in the aforementoned  tealy as the bass of ajust and
permanentpeacebetweenthetwocountries.” " TheNCRdeclaration
underscored  the need for an ‘immediate  declaration of ceasedfire)
‘Wihdrawal by both couries  of ther foces o te boder nes as
spedfied  in te poibcos on Redemarcaion of Land Boders  between
IranandiragandtheprotocolonDemarcationofiran-lrag\Water
Bordersandthe Descriptive Minutes of the Maps and Aerial
Photographs, ™ exchangeofallprisonersofwarwithinamaximum
peiod of tree months afler the dedaration o te ceasedie” and
“takingthequestionofdeterminingthedamagesduetothewarto
the Intemational Cout of Jusice in oder O deemine the damages
due o the war and the manner in which ran's rghts should be met”
OnMarch 21, 1983, the Frag govemment fomaly repied 1t the
NCRpeace plan. Pubished by the Iragi media on the same date, the
statementread:“Wehailthepeaceinitiativeexpressedinthe
Couds saement andwoud ke © eqpes lags desde 1 redize
peace and o cooperate  wih the Councl or any lrlanan to that end,
and O esgbish  rdaions onfim gounds” & The ofical spokesman,
the Minster of Cuture and Information, announced: ‘raq  is ready
o look Mo tese ponts and hes the tue and honest desie © reach
ajust agreement wih the National Coundl or any competent Iranian
auhoiy  yeamng for peace” °
Anew chapter had been opened in the Irardrag war. The Natonal
CouncilofResistancehadsignedapeaceaccordwithlrag,and
Khomeris  beligerence had been deat a Sratege bow.  Subsequenty,

the Counciland Mojahedin embarked onan extensive peace
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campaign, fom 1983 0 1986, h andout of lan. In is Apd 1, 1984,

dedaration, unanmously  approved, the NCRstressed:  “The  meeting

betwveen NCRPresident Rajavi and the lragi  Deputy Prime Minister,

theproposalofapeaceplanandeffortstohaveitadoptedby

intemational bodes and oganizatons, the campagn focusng  on the

need for peace in Ian, the caks for sodes to disobey Khomeinis

beligerent agens and desat the wer fons 0 jon  te Ressances

foves, adte cab for ahak n te borbngs of dies adueges -

are not only approved, but admred. Consistert wih s program and

that of the fure provisional govemment, the Natonal Cound of

Ressiance, as te soe democaic — alemative, wl dois umost ©

pursueitsplanonthebasisofsafeguardingthelranianpeople’s

interestsandwelfare. TheNCRconsidersthepolicyofvigorous

promotion of peace as tantamount to patriotism and

humanitarianism.” Resistance  supporters  demonstrated  and ralied

n vaiouls lanen diess  The regme's  war mobizaion began © wind

down, as more and more people refused to go to the fronis.
Intemationally, thelranianResistance’stremendouseffort

agangt  Khomenis  belioosiy boe fut Onte tid amvesay o

the jointcommuniqué and NCR peace plan, more than 5,000

distinguished poiitical figures; 221 parties, unions,  syndicates,

assodations and assembies fom 57 courties  the wodd owver signed

aunversal  dedaration, condemning the ‘warlke  poices,” of the

“‘medieval’ Khomeiniregimeandexpressingsupportfor

The peace plan of 13 March 1983 that was presented by Mr. Massoud Rajavi,
leader of lenan Ressance,  ..broady welcomed by the Ienan  peope and
also has so far dawn exensve  intemational suppot  t has receved  the
backing of the Pafamenary  Assembly of te Coundl of Europe (Resolution
No.849dated 30 September1985),the EuropeanParliament(Document

B2527/85 dated 11 June 1985) and over 3000 poitical pates,  omganzaions
and personaliies. 0

Some60%of the sgnatories to this unversal  dedaration were
parfiamentarians, representing over 500 miion  people throughout
the wordd. Labor unions endorsing the Peace decaration expressed
theabhorrenceofmillionsofworkerstowardKhomeiniwhowas
continuingthewar*inordertosuppresstherisingnationwide
Ressance of the lanan peope” " At least 60 mnsters  and deputy
mMNsers,; U leaders, pesdets  and vicepresidents o the Chisien
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Democrat, Liberal  and Socalist intemational; scores  of parfament
speakersandhundredsofpariamentarygroupleaders;aswellas

210membersofthe EuropeanParliamentand48 membersofthe

Cound of Europe endosed the saement Alst  of the signatories
wes pubished in 1986 by the Naiondl Cound of Ressance of Ian 2

Mullahs React

The Iranian  Resistance's  antwar  campaign inside  Iran  and the
gat dides &t ok nemaionaly, mecele meedbe  for Khomen
Nolonger coud his regime weratle  the presence of the Resistance's
leaderinFrance.Usingacombinationofhostages, blackmailand
ooneessons,  te regme dd s umost © aub M Rapds adMiies
in Fance.

InDecember1984,aKuwaitiairlinerwashijackedbythe
Khomen regime's  operatives, keadng t te death of o passengers.
TheFrenchdaily LeMonde \wrote:

In te view of fhe regmes pime mnse]  Mr Moussavi, the extradiion of
te hedes Wl not be consdeed  s0 g as te keader o the tenoiss.
isnotextradited. Withoutmentioninganynames, theprimeministeris

referming to Mr. Massoud Rajavi, the Muahedin leader, whois a polical
refugee in Fance. ©

In July 1985 Tehran radio repoted that ‘in a gathering of the
ambassadors  and chargé  daffaires of the ldamc Repubic of Ian in
EuropeandtheU.S.,"attendedbytheforeignminister, AliAkbar
Velyet, the regme's pime minser  had dedaed:  “Today, exdenswe
suppot s accoded O goupets  that oppose te Idamic Repubic  of
Iran.  Suppot has been expressed by representatives of the European
and Biish  pafaments as wel as by the Socaists in Fance” *In
Augustthesameyear, TehranradioquotedMoussaviassaying:
“Intemationally,thedependentgroupletscreateproblemsforus
everyday... Takenotethatthe[Mojahedin] , whotodayenjoythe
sanctuarygiventhembyU.S.senators, FrenchSocialistsandthe
parfameniarians o Bians snser  ocodonalsm, ae g tese
statementsagainstus.” 5 Afewweeksprior, Tehranradioquoted
Rasanen as &g the Fench dagé defaies ‘Saing  Wwe acoept
poliical rgees B aly anease. Thee Mggedl ae aimies
not  poliical refugees”  Accoding to the minutes of confidental
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negotiationsbetweenRafsanjaniandtheFrench chargédaffaires
onte afemoon o March 30, 1985 pubished ayear bier n Moghed,
Roland Dumassought“balanceandimprovementintherelations
betweenTehranandFrance...IndividualssuchasRajavihavehad
no conact  wih the Govemment of Fance, but wih poitical parties
inFrance, ltaly, Britainandelsewherebecausethe Mojahedin
oonsder  themsebes  socakss!” =

In 1985, the issue of the French hostages in Lebanon heated up,
as dd other tenonst treats by e Khomeni regime. This, coupled
withthe contacts betweentheregimeandFrenchgovernment,
coincidingwiththelrangateaffairintheU.S.,resultedinnew
resticions on the adviles of Messoud Raavi in Pars.

Departuretolraq

OnMay1,1985,the Frenchchargéd affairesmetwith Al
Khamenei,thentheregime’spresident. TheFrenchmanoffereda
reporton‘thelatestdevelopmentsinnommalizingFranco-ranian
riiors N vew o te Kamc  Repdcs condions, ndung gy

no sanduary o tenorists and counterevolutionaries.” 8 OnMay 21,
hislraniancounterpartinParismetwithRolandDumastodiscuss
“existing differences and the presence of counterrevolutionaries in

France”  Whenthe new French Govemment ook ofice  in ealy 1986,
there were more taks and deals wih the regime 0 seaure the release
oftheFrenchhostages. Thereafter,beganaseriesofcomingsand
gongs by representatives of Tehran and Paris.

Filowmng asaies o assassnations n Pass, te lanan dageé
daffaires Oedared on February 14, 1986:

Wehave consistently informed  Fench  ofidals of the presence of a number
o fugve  tenofs on Fench sal. The Fench  oficials soud ke noe
of tis, and eimnate  tis nest of comupton in oder t ensure intemal
sy, 2

Amonth pior, the Fench weekdy VSDhad un an aide  enitied:
“Tehranupsitsdemandsasthehorrifyingpriceforthe French
hoslages in Lebanon:  Adiviies of edes wl be resticed and some
wil  even be saaificed. BExample: Massoud Raavi, the leader of the
People’sMojahedin, untilnowprotectedbytwosquadrons of
gendammes at his headquarters  in  Auverssur-Oise. There is arisk
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thet hewl beoed the It © belkt wihout any poedon” 2
Onthe evenng of Apdl 2, abombexploded afew hundred meters
fom Mr. Rajavis resdence.  The next moming, Agence Hance Presse
woe:  “The mayor of Awvers  releraied that uwiless M. Ragv depars,
cam wil not reum to AuwerssurOise” Z OnApi 16, the French
daly LaGazetle quoted‘judicialsources’assayingoneofthree
bombers ‘had been a poiiical achivist of the exreme nght” = The
investigative sources said ‘the three” whose identity had not been
revealed‘wantedtoprotesttheapparentlyheavytrafficonthe
bidge” %
OnApi 15, trough is offical ogan FEtekat , the Khomeini
regimeaddressedtheGovernmentoffFrance:

f te Fench want o reconsder ther relaions  wih Ian, they must shut
downthebasesofthe[Mojahedin] inFrance.WhyshouldtheFrenchhold
themselvescaptivetothe Americans? Expelthe[Mojahedin] fromyour
country;theU.S.knowswheretotakethem.YoucanholdontoBakhtiar

and BaniSadr.  Ths is the ony waytat our peope wil thnk of Fance as
afiedy ooty >

OnApril20, The NewYorkTimes wrote:‘Frenchofficialshave
sad tat tey meyimi the aciviles of somedssdents resdng i
France,includingMassoudRajavi,theleaderofthe People’s
Mojahedin.” %

Meanwhile,apoliicallybankruptMarxistgroup, calledthe
‘Minorty;” began calsng tobe in acoodmaed fashon n fot  of
te Ressance lkede’s rsdence Thefee en gven D these toude
makersandtotheregime’soperatives,especiallyinlightofthe
eposon ta had aready taken pace, indcaed the tend of fuure
eens futer  Imiaions on M. ReMs  adMies wee b fdov. 7
Resdents of Awvers issued ajont sSatement  complaining  about the
‘repeated  rampages’ by the Minority  group ‘which has caused chaos
inourtownshipandendangeredoursecurity.”Othercountries,
feaing abdudions of ther dizens were ureoeptive 0 te idea of
poiwng anewlcaion for te ofices andresdence o M Raaui 2

The National Coundl of Resistance held afomal sesson on May
23 198, deddg 0 fusiae te regmes oogrades  ad pesues
Voing unanmousy 10 send the NCRPresdent 1t the lranHrag border
region,themovewasalsoundertakentoenable Mr.Rajavito
reoganze the mitary  fooes of te lanan  Resstance.  OnJure 7,
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RajavileftFranceforthelran-Iragfrontier,alongwith 1,000
Mojahedinmembers. 29

MeetingIraqiPresident

AttheairportinBaghdad,Mr. TahaYassinRamazan,theFirst
Deputy Prime Minister, representing the lragi  president, headed a
delegaion  of senior Iragi  dfficials, incuding  a number from the
Revolution'sCommandCouncil,theSpeakerofthePariament,and
the Foreign, Interior, Culure  and Information, Higher  Education,
Defense  and Commerce ministers, o weloome the anian  Resisiance’s
leader. ¥ Subsequenty, Mr. Raav kft drecly fom the aipot
worshipattheholyShiiteshrinesinNajafandKarbala.OnJune
15,Mr.RajavimetwithPresidentSaddamHussein. Thenextday,
the lragi media repoted the meeting as ther top news stoy.  They
quoted the lragi President as saying that rags relaions wih the
Iranian Resistance werebased on“peace, mutualrespectof
sovereignty, respect for the nght of the two peopes to choose ther
poliical and idedogical ways” * The lagi  Presdent  stressed  that
‘e kadasp N kg regpecs te leen Ressace, s dedogcd
and polical independence, and its freedom to wok o achieve is
obectives.” 2 The g  Presdent caled M. Rav  “an honourable
guest and a cusader of peace and goodeighbouriness between the
two neghbouring  counties” =

Whie eqressng his gatiude for ‘the affecion he had met in
Iag” M. Rajav  exqoressed  apprediation for te g govemments
acceptance of the lranian Resistance’s  peace plan as an accepiable
bass for the sat of peace negotiations” % Headded thet he

dd not concea the fact that severd years ago te Mojghedn entered into
batle aganst lrag forces, but ever since lraq poved O lanians and the
worldherreadinessforpeace,allweaponsshouldhavebeenaimedat

Khomeini'sregime, theonlypartythathaswantedthewartocontinue.

This is especaly so nowthat the lanan peope desire the aiainment of
peaceandworidpublicopinionhastestifiedtothisjustdemandofthe

ngions. %

Inthemeeting, Mr.Rajavialsoraisedthesubjectoflranian
pisones of wer and asked for te ‘spedd pesod  cae and atenton
of the lrag Presdent” ¥ SaddamHussein accepted this request and
issued the necessary  oders.
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NationalLiberation Army

INn1986, themilitaryforcesoftheMojahedinand Iranian
Resistance had expanded  significantly, requiing  a reorganization.
Bythen, thelranianpeoplehadrealizedtheKhomeiniregime’s
belligerence,andpublicdiscontentoverthewarhadspread
thoughout  the county.  The diizenty enthusiastically welcomed the
Resistance’scampaignforpeace. TheMojahedinandMr.Rajavi's
moveto the lranian  frontier generated a new morale and a sense of
hope amongthe people of Ian. Onthe one hand, the Resistance and
itsleadershipweremoreaccessiblethaninParis, thousandsof
kiometers  awnay. Onthe other, for the frst time, lranans  saw the
prospectioranendtothelran-raqWarandtheestablishmentof
peace looming. Thousands of young Iranians, menand women, rushed
o jon the Ressance onte boder

In June 1987, the formaton of the National Liberaion ~ Ammy of
lan adong the lrarHrag frontier wes dficaly announced.  NLAunis
had begun operaions against the Pasoaran several months prior.

There s no crediiity to the Depatments contenion that the
pesence o te llenen Ressance's  mialy amin te boder regon
uns couner o the interests o the lanan peope and consequenty,
has “discredited them amongthe Iranian  poity” ¥ Massoud Rajavis
departureforthelran-ragborderstripandformationoftheNLA
broughtmanyadvancesforthelranianResistance. itenabledthe
Ressance 1 eqose Khomei's efiots  depding  Ireg and the United
Setes as te lanan  peope's  main enemy and discredit the regime's
propagandacampaighaimedatblamingthemforthewar.Following
the wihdawal of Ireg fom lanian  temitory and s readness
negotiateapeacefulsettiernent,onlyiKhomeinisoughttoprolong
the war. Aninemal andyss of te oonfict by te regme stressed
that“peace, inthose circumstances, wasverydangerousanda
Vvictorious peace was nat an opton”  Khomeini consdered the wer as
asrategc  wegponin hs bate 1t hang oo power. Hehad repeatedy
voned 0 fight onaslong as one buidng weslkt sandng in lan

Essentialy a te intiaive of the US. and the Unied Nations
SecurityCouncil'sotherpermanentmembers,thebodyadopteda
numberofresolutions,includingResolution598in July 1987,
denouncing the mullahs'  beligerence and caling for an immediate
cease-fire. Theinternationalconsensusontheneedtoendthe
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devasaiing  corfict is the best tesament 1o the legimacy  of the
positionstakenbytheMojahedinandlranianResistance.Anyone
remoely famiar wih te US’s posiion  on the hostiies cannct
butfeelrevulsionatthehypocrisy ofthe State Department's
allegations today against the Mojahedin.
ThelranHragWarlefttwomilioncasualties, threemillion
refugees, 1,000 bilion dolars i damages and destoyed 50 cies
ad 3000 vieges onte leen sde done Onte bess of an opnion
pol conduced by the lanan Ressnce inside the ocounty, 83%of
Ilanans  opposed the war, 7esuppoted  the  confict and the remaining
10%were neura.  Miions  of lrenans  endued the daly cost of the
wars pepetaon  with the flesh and blood of therr  chidren, and
withtheirownhomelessness, destitutionandmisery. Thus, the
Ilanan  Resisance  had to make peace a strategic dogan, despe the
rsks or adverse publicy. The Resistance  was, is and wil  remain
poud of 5 peace poicy. Are the poicy pames o the Near Easem
Bureau suggesing that the lranian  Resistance should have remained
sient about Khomeinis  beligerence, aloned him to dumpal the
naton's  humanand material  resources  ino  the fumace of the war?
Shoud wehavwe stood aside as he spread the fames of tis senseless
cofic  troughout te regon wih hs expoted fundamenteism  and
ISamic  caiphate? Not © menton tat amid Khomenls cals for the
“beration of Qodsvia Kabala” the langae maserminds were ony
addng © the regme’s  belicosty by poudng it with weapors.

TheKuwaiti Crisis

The utimate  test of the Mojahedn and NLAs independence came
in 1990, wih the Kuwwait Crss. Wih the whoe wold watching, the
lenen Ressance weathered  the  poliical som, suvived the bggest
militarybombardmenttheworidhaseverknown,andthrustbacka
massive onslaught by the Khomeini regime. The drcumstances  would
havemeanttheendofanythinglessthanatrulyindependent,
nationalist movement.

Themullahswelcomedwarbetweentheirwoarchenemies, lrag
and the United States. In private, they concduded that the Guf War
woud be very benefical to them. Thus, in adily doube game, they
triedtopushtheplayerstowardhostiities.Ontheonehand,as
admied Ber by senor feg  oficaks, Rasanan  and oher  Iranen
authoriies repeatedy  advised ther g counterparts in 1991 not
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o evacuste Kuwai, assuing them of ranan baddng in the event of
war against the Unied Stes. * Onthe oher hand, the mulahs tod
thealliedforcesthatiranwasontheirside,andcondemnedthe

occupationofKuwait. Meanwhile,confidentoftheoutcome, they

pepared © eimmae te kanBn  Ressance onte lavaq  fonder
and esiebish  a reigous dicatorship in tat ocounty modeled after
theirown. Immediately aftertheendofthewar,themullahs

dispatched tens of thousands of revoluionary guards b Irag,

The Mojghedin  and the Iranian  Resisiance  had repeatedy — stated
tet ther pesece n te boder regon wesoly gt the reigous
terorist ddatorship ning Iren.  Immedaly afer  the oooupation
ofkKuwaitandthelragipeaceinitiativeto Tehran,theMojahedin
haltedtheirradioandtelevisionbroadcastsandstoppedtheir
publications. Theydidnotwanttobedistractedfromtheirmain
concen. Anare et the aiss  woud be b the detiment o the lranen
peope and Resstance, te Moghedn beleved that the oiss  would
inevitablyovershadowtheproblemposedbytheKhomeiniregime
and s coimes. This soon proved to be the case, as Tehran rapidy
gainedconcessionsfrombothiragandthealliedforces.Addedto
these were the bilions of dolars in added revenues for the regime
deote e nd pioes n 190 esbing t © pit aempoay ©
on many of its economic arises.

TheWarofCities

Theauthorsofthereportciaimthatthe NationalLiberation
Amy becameatod n lgs ocofidc wih e’ ¥ In afedde atempt
o pove the pont, the repot goes onto say: “‘in 1984 and 1987, for
exampe, te g govemmet cast cessedire poposals as a response
o the requess of te peaceloving Raau’ “©in apen O ‘undercut
te lanan govemments intemal  support”

The il dam 5 whout bess whch epans whythe auhos
atempt O suppot it IS SO preposterous. Actualy, ater the joint
communiquéforpeacewasissuedin1983,Mr.Rajavicondemned
the atiacks by whichever sde whenever the ‘war of diies”  or other
assaultsonpopulationcentersflaredup, inflictingdamageson
innocent  avlians. In foma, pubic leters, a o which havwe been
pubished, he caled onthe govemment of Irlag t hat such attacks,
which he stressed,
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to potay his wamongeing poices — as legiimate, seving o poong  his
e, andt dey the tend toward ajust peace, which s impossbe  unil
insde Ian and woldwide for ajust peace. 4

Onthreeoccasionspriortotheendofthewar, thelraqgi
Govemment reacted  afirmatively, athough only to almted degree
and wih cerfain  conditons, o these appeds. # Thefirst tme, on
February 14, 1934, Ilag accepted to ‘temporary hat the bombing of
lenen  dies for oneweek. dee o M Ragpds peacsll gesue ad
as agoodM  inifative.. on the condiion that the Khomeni regime
refan  fom niding dameges on (leg) dies,  vlges  and ovin
targets”  “*Thesecondtime,thegovemmentofiragacceptedMr.
Ragvis request onte ee of da A, making te end of the hdy
month of Ramadan. Onboth occasions, Mr. Rajavi  was il residing
inParis. Thethirdandlasttime,inFebruary 1987, Iraq’s
RevolutionaryCommandCouncildecidedto“acceptMr. Massoud
Rajavi'srequesttotemporarilyhaltthebombingofthecities,
coningent  upon the lranian  regime’s  reciprocal acton”  “The day
before,theNCRPresidenthadappealedforthebombinghaltina
meeing wih the lag Presdent  The dedson wesrefered 1 Iragls
Revolutionary Command Council. The nextday, Iragimedia
simultaneouslyreportedthemeetingandthelragileadership’s
dedson 0 siop the bombings.

The wer of the dies  hed become nidkerable for te lnen pudc
M. Ragvds  nenvention, resuting n atempoay hat h te atads
by rag, saved thousands of lranan  Ives and prompted expressions
o gaivde towad the lanan Ressance's keader.  Regretiably, the
authors'  hostiity toward the Mojghedin and people of Ian is such
thet tey hae dsoted  an niaive thet saved manyimnocent  hves.
In good conscence, such a humantarian  ad, ewven by one's opponent
o enemy, deserves respect fff  however, that s o muchto ask at
te vey ket t shoud not be belted

Cotary t the auhos dams, the Naonal Lberaion  Amy of
Iran has never fought in any font alongside the lragi amy. Those
whosuggest ohewise  oweook  te oviouss  Affer  June 1982, Tehvan's
military operationsfromFawto Suleimaniyawereexclusively
offensive,whilelraqwasatallimesonthedefensive. TheNLA,
meanwhile, soughttodestroytheregime’smachineryofwarand
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suppressionbyattackingtheGuardsCorps’basesandcenterson
Iranianterritory.InJune 1988, theNLAconqueredthetownof
Mehran.Some40joumalistswereonhandtoreportthevictory. ®
Khomeini, presumably having guessedthe NLA'snexttarget,
subsequenty  ‘dank  the chaice  of the poson of te ceasedie” ]
the disbelef o st about everyore
Manyforeignjoumalistsandobserversofthelntemational
CommitteeoftheRedCrossandthe UnitedNations,whohaveona
numberofoccasionsvisitedthe NLAbases, canattesttothe
Resstance’s  freedom of adion. This is aso evdent in the Ilanian
Resstance's satements and posiions. Duing the lradrag  war, for
exampe, whenmissies were being fred,  avilan targets  attadked,
orchemicalweaponsused, MassoudRajavirepeatedlycondemned
thetactics“bywhicheverside, Iranorirag.” “Thesefacts
notwithstanding, Theregimeitselfhasalsoacknowledgedthe
MojahedinandNLA'sindependencevis-a-vislrag. Twoyearsafter
the Persian Guf War, the state-controlled Kayhan Havai wrote:

In private  cirdes, prominent  lragis  say that Baghdad does not have a free
handwiththeMojahedin.Certainly,controlinganarmedgroupthathas

mpessive  coordination and comedions  ousde g terioy does not seem
an easy task for ths couty. ¥

Wecondude this matter with aremark by the President of Irag
in July 1988. Speaking in the presence of a number of senior Iragi
minsters  and officals, he repied to dams by Khamene, then the
regme's  president Descibng  the Moghedn as the most important
treat to the regme, he sad ‘The Moghedn are combatants, whom
werespect”  Hefuther stressed that the Mojghedin  have “complete

Todafy te hsoicd  reood, | dedae that weonce asked the Moghedn

aqueston about ther homeland, Ian. Beleving that ther response might

reveal  some information about ther ocounty and possby resut in ham o

the lranan people, they flaty rgected our request  Of course we respect

ther poston  as an independent  poliical foce. ®
Weapons

TheNLA'sweaponryisgenerallywarbootyobtainedduring
different operations  against the Pasdaran . For example, duing the
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“Forty Stars”operationinJune1988,inwhichthe NLAcaptured
thelraniancityofMehran,thearmyseized$2bn.inweapons,

indudng  200pus tanks, personnel camers and heaw feld guns;
thousandsofvehiclesandmediumcaliberweapons;thousandsof

tons of ammuniion; and countiess smal caliber  weapons. ® The NLA
hasalsopurchasedsomeoftheweaponsitneeds. % Documentson
puchases of $150 miion  worth of weaponry, wehides and equipment
fromWestemncountriesareavailableandcanbepublished. The
necessaryfundsareentirelyaproductofthelranianpeople’s

unspaing  suppot  and assistance, boh in and out of an, and of the
revenues fom the Ressianogs busness ventures  at homeand abroad.
Receps for tese funds are avalabe, and have been pubished owver
the years in the Moghedn's  publications.

In shot, the Mojahedin seek only the unique opportunty — which
lrags  geography provides.  teritory wih access to ther  homeland,
onwhch they can tan and pepare ter fooes 1 syppot  the Iranian
peopes upisng and bing about te ovethrow of the most snister
diciatorship in conempoary  history. 5! The Ilanan  Resisiance  takes
geat pide in this undertaking, which only enhances its prestige
amongthe people of Iran. Without an organized  military force, the
Resistance  perse wouldnothavecariedmuchweightandwould
havehadtomakeduewithsloganeering. Andwhereshould, the
report'sauthorssuggest, thethousands of maleandfemale
combatants  sought by the mullahs’  regime, go?

Today, nealy four years aftr the Persan Guf War, the regme
pesss  in is efots 0 epot teroism  and fundameniism and
impedetheMiddleEastpeaceprocess.Withoutdoubt, Khomeini's
heis are the pincpal treat to peace and stabity in the regon.
Takingadvantage ofthe specialregionalandinternational
cdrcumstances in the aftermath of the Guff cisis, the mulahs are
ying 1 use te Moghedins presence in flag O generate  animosiy
againstthem. %2 Thereis, however,increasingregionaland
intemational undestanding  of the lranan  Resstance's  presence in
the lrardrag boder  regon.

Let us aso recal that pior t and aftr the Moahedn mowe o
Iragq, the United States and Europe both enoyed excelent  relations
withlrag.ManyAmericansenatorsandsenior State Department
officals taed bak adfoth © ta ocounty, and kg dficas
were receved by the US. President
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BlatantContradiction

SomeoftheState Department'sbaselessallegationsaboutthe
Moghedins  relaions wih Ilag were deat wih in the fist  chapeer
Here, et us smply add that the Depatments farfeiched alegation
o Moghedn ‘dplomaic acy’ onbehef o te legs & heenly
faned and contradicts previous  alegations. Having staned so had
todepicttheMojahedinandNCRasaninsignificantforcewithno
support, inside or outside of Ian, the authors undercut ther own
argument.  Mojghedin  dependence on lraq is amongthe reporfs  basic
peceps.  Whatberet  can the legs  gan fom the dpomeic adMy
ofagroup“shunnedbymastlranians™? S Howisitthatsuddenly
g needs, on te intematondl eve, the political suppat  and, in
the noth ad souh of g, te miiary  baddg of so insgniicant a
fooe? Chages of il we o te Mogghedn n is cnid wih Tehan
arethestrangestofall. % AccordingtotheStateDepartment,the
Mojahedin are not a serous ocontender and are viewed by lranians  as
worse than Khomeni.  Could someone pease explain, in tat case,
what beneft they coud be used by te Irags in ther cofic wih
Tehran?

It is, t say the least, something of an oxymoron for the State
Departmentofthesolesuperpowerintheworidtoissueadl-page
reportonagroupitdescribesasshunnedbymostlraniansand
isoaied  intemationaly, whie a te sametme athibuting such a
e to that group. The facls are dear, and the authors know best
isaboutsomethingelseentirely—the Mojahedin’spolitical
independence and refusal  to compromise on principles of democracy
andlranianindependence. ltgoeswithoutsayingthatIranian
dependenceonlirag(acountryapproximatelyonefourthofiranin
sze ad popion) 5 ot ©@en seiosy by any policen or vaious
“geopoiiical reesons  such as the  inemationdl and srategc balance
of poner, and oher fadors such as population, historical heritage,
a:” %

IraqiKurds

The State Departmentreportaccusesthe Mojahedin of
suppressinglraqgiKurds. % nchapterlwehavereferredtothe
conradidion Mmeet D s dm aswd Toder te a honew,
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letitbesaidthatthisexampleconfirmsthattheproponentsof
appeasement wil dstt even the most ewdent tuth i poliically
expedent

In the sameway that they respect the autonomy of lranian  Kurds
wihn  ens  teniol negy, te Moghedn suppot recogniion
oftherightsofKurdsinIraq. MassoudBarzani'sKurdistan
DemocraticPartyoflraghasmaintainedcloserelationswiththe
Khomen regime snce the fist  days of is nde. Bazan's goup had
beses nsde Ien, but it dd not colboae  wih te Khomeni regime
against the Moghedn and never chalenged them. Despie  encounters
in te boder regon, boh in Ilan and in lkag, Bazanis forces and
the Moghedin combatants never opened fre  on one another and have
maintained and confnue to maintain  an amicable  relationship.

Jalel  Taeban, another Kurish leader and head of the Patioic
UnionoflragiKurdistan(PUK),unfortunatelychoseadifferent
approach. Hefrst woe t© Massoud Rajavi in ealy 1984, expressing
adesre for good relaions  wih the Moghedn:

Greetingstomyhonorableanddearbrother,MassoudRajavi.

Onbehdf of te Patioic Unon of g Kudsen  (PUK) poitburo, | would
ke © epess mygeeings and vey best wishes to you and other Maoahedn
brothers in your just stugge against the reacionary gang of zedots who
e lan. Weare theeioe aweys ready 0 stenghen  our good reltionship
with the People’s Mojahedin Organizaton  of Iran  (PMOI). ¥

Aocoupe o yeas b, honever, Takeban fomed an diance wih
the mulahs regme. In aletter t Hossein Al Montazer, then the
designatedsuccessortokKhomeini, Talebanideclaredhissincere
devoion and his groups readiness to cooperate  wih Tehran. In an
giot © any fao, Taebanls gowp caed out anumber of atads
ontheMojahedin,whohadbasesintheKurdishareasofiragas
wellasotherregions. InJuly1986,armedmembersofthisgroup
ambushedfourMojahedinmembersontheKirkuk-Suleimaniyaroad,
king tem n ahd o bues. Ms. Faemeh Zaeien, e of whose
immediaterelativeswereexecutedbytheKhomeiniregime,was
amongthevictims. Heryoungchildwasbadlywounded. Three
monthslater,inOctober 1986, the PUK attacked Resistance
combatants in Posht Ashamvilage  as they were crossing the border
o Ian. % Tenwere kiled % In oher atiadks in subsequent  years,
thesamegroupkilledorwoundedmoremembersoftheMojahedin
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andNationalLiberationArmy. Despitetheirabilitytorespond

CrisisAftermath

DuringthePersianGuifwar,theMojahedinandNLAevacuated
al of ther bases n te Kudsh aeas n te noth and e regos in
the souh of lrag,  concentrating ther foces n te cenra  regon  of
the IrarHraq boder. The movwe reduced  the  posshiy of beng caught
up in the hostiites and preduded attacks from Khomenis regime
in different regons. Moeower, the Ressance sought © reflan fom
oeting embroled in inemal g affais. ® The decson  cost the
lnan Ressance mios of didas n maeid  damages, d of the
instaliations t had constuced  in those aeas were abandonned, and
the bases in the Kurdish regon were later ravaged.

In the postwar era, the mulahs regme took advaniage of the
doumstances  to ty t ki two brds with one stone —estabish an
IslamicRepubliciniraganddestroythelranianResistance.Ina
fullscaleattackontheNLA'sbasesinMarch1991,sevenGuards
Cops dvisons  and bigades crossed the intemational boders  and
pererated o kg terioy, atacking  difierert NLAbeses. Duing
thebombardment,theNLAhadscattereditsforces,andcouldnot,
thereiore, Oepoy al s combat capabity on the  battiefield. In 15
days of heawy fighting, the NLAcushed the Guards Comps repeated
derses

In these assuals, n addion 1 5 ownfooes, the regme tied
tomakemaximumuseofitsiragiKurdishagents.Accordingtoa
documentcaptured fromthe Guards Corps, “allsubordinate
gamsons”  were ordered to “accommodate as needed the passage” of
theregime’sKurdishallies“subordinatetothe GuardsCorps’
Ramezangarison, " whereanti-Mojahedinoperationsareplanned
and drected.  The Moghedn madeths document pubic &t the tme ©
Another document, dated March 7, 1991, is a congratulatory message
from Brigadier Mohammad AliJa’fari, Commander ofthe 15th
RamezanCorps,onthe‘IslamicRevolutionoftheMusimpeopleof
Iag” % In anoher document, on Mach 26, ‘the commandof the Bassj
resistanceforces”orderedthe“regional Bassijcommanders
naionwde” 0 ‘dspeich wouneer  leg  foces o Qods gamison)” set
upbytheGuardsCorps. & TheRevolutionaryGuardscapturedby
theMojahedininthecourseofthesebattiesandthemultitudeof
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documents sezed were madeavaldble o intemational authorities
and the news meda. They provide  indisputable proof that the mulahs
were inent  on destoying the Moghedn at al  coss.

Asfar asthe e Kudsh goups were concemed, hn ealy March,
theMojahedinsentanumberofmessagesthroughtheKurdistan
Democratic  Paty of Ian - Revolutionary Leadershp, to the leaders
of the Iragi Kurds, explaining the regime's designs on the Iranian
Resstance.  The Moghedin  stressed that they did not seek b engage
thelragiKurdsunlessattacked. & Theyreiteratedthatthe
Ressances oreand oy am s 0 topge te mulshs  regime, which
epaned ter pesene n te cetd regon o te g border,
the lranian Ressance’'s oy passage o ran.  They aso  spediied
that they had evacuated al ther bases in other regons, induding
g Kurdisan. Owing to the geographical  distance, at no tme and
atnoplacedidthe MojahedincomeintocontactwithBarzani's
Kudsan Democaic Paty of Irag. But on March 11, 1991, Talebanis
forces attacked agroup of Moahedin near the cty of Tuz, as they
wereevacuatingoneoftheirbases. TheykiledcommanderReza
Karamal and wounded a number of his companions. Talebanis  group
alsoambushedtwoNLAcombatantsnearoneoftheMojahedin’s
murderedthemandmutilatedtheirbodies. & OnMarch25,during
large-scale batles  betveen the NLAand the regime, a platoon of 19
combatants, ndng in four amored wehides, lost rado oconadt  wih
the commandcerter. The goup lost is way in te unfamiar  terman,
and misigkenly  advanced severa  kiometes toward the dy of Kelr,
wheretheywerecapturedbymembersofthe Talebanigroupand
the Kudsh Hezbolsh (@ poxy goup of te llanan  regme).  Alhough
theMojahedinandNLAimmediatelyacknowledgedtheerrorand
issied saements b tat efed  onthe sameday, ® the Takeban  goup
andotherpro-regimeKurdsexecuted17ofthem. Theothertwo,
HassanZolfagariand Beshar Shabibi,werehandedovertothe
mulahs Guards Cops in Qasre Shin (nsde  Ian).  An ofical of
the Talebani group, Sadeq Hussein, fomaly  announced the news of
theirextradition. 7 The Mojahedinreferredthe casetothe
International Committee ofthe Red Cross, requestingICRC
intervention to rescue the two men. Both were later executed by the
Khomeiniregime. %

TheKhomeiniregimeisthesourceofalltheaccusationsof
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MojahedininvolvementinmurdersofKurdsinlrag. Whenthe
intemaltumoilinlraqwasatitspeak, theregime’snewspapers

fabricated  ridiculous repots  of Moghedn massaces. They daimed:
“AMojahedinwomandroveatankoverthebodiesofthedeadand

wounded,” ® ‘Moghedin  forces  actively  collaborated wih the lragi
Baathist amy in the suppresson  of the lrag  peope's upishg  and
commited many cimes. For this reason, the people of Suleimaniya
executedsixMojahedinwomen,” " and“InKifri,Kelar, ...the

Moghedin fought face to face wih ordinary people. Popular forces
kiledmanyandarrestedanumberofthem,includingseveral

women.”

The chages of Moghedn imolvement in the suppresson  of lrag
Kuds are competely unfounded, and ony senve the interests of the
muahs ming en In ts conet, degaions by indvdual g
Kurdswereapparentlydesignedtoservethe sameends,orto
redoocae  the regme's  asssiance. ? Whente urest in Iaq ended,
theMojahedinendeavoredtocometoamutualunderstandingwith
Iraq'sKurds,andtherebyavoidanyclashes.AslragiKurdscan
certainlyattest,seniorNCRofficialsmetwithofficialsofthe
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iraginlraq (including Iraqi
Kurdistan), Europeandthe United States,andenjoyamicable
relafons. The Depatment  of Sete's adamart rehashing of the past,
tree years afer the event, makes one wonder. f it is so concemed
about the peope of Ilag Kudistan, whywas no acion taken to stop
Tehran'sshelingandbombardmentofKurdishareasiniragthat
kiledandwoundedmanyinnocentpeopleandleftthousandsmore
homelessthroughout1992-1994?

Means to End Tyranny

Beyondwhathasbeensaid, theunreasonablebickeringbythe
repots  authors, or those who advise them, about the Mojahedin's
presenceinlragbearsanimportantpoliicalmessage. These
policymakershaveusedeveryopportunitytoconveythemessage
that tey ae not ineresed n owthroning the mulahs.  Obviously,
the State Depatment is free to express s views. The queston is
whether the Depatment s suggesing that te Moahedn forgo ther
struggleagainsttheKhomeiniregime,andgiveuponademocratic
and modem govemment, commited to the U. N. Charter and poiiical
and economic cooperation  with the intemational community.
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The Resistance's  military amis the most sefious guarantee for
the owethrow of the derica didatorshp. The NLAWM  cany out is
duy at the sutebe tme, n sep wih te lanan  peopes  movement
insde Iran. Moreover, manylran experts note that the Resistance
movementandNLAhavebeenakeyfactorinimpedingthemullahs’
expansionism, terrorismandfundamentalism. Theoverwhelming
majoity of the Franan peope are enraged at 15 yeas of dampdown,
onthemullahs'overthrow. 7 ArethepolicymakersattheNearEast
BureausuggestingthattheMojahedinstopresisting? Theyshould
reaize tat leaders and members of those lranian  groups seeking O
negotiateandcompromisewiththemullahs'regimeweremurdered
a the negotiaing e, ™

Poics ak, [ ressae b reogized aste naud mht o a
peope, ten te gt © manan anogaized miay | am, essenid
to any serious movement, must also be recognized.  Such an amy is
notanabstraction,andmustbebasedsomewhereitcanfunction.
Underthecircumstances, canthe State Departmentsuggestan
demsive se dher ten te lendleg  foe, for te Ressances
military am?

Here,wemustreiteratethatthe Iranian Resistanceand
Mojahedin,whichembodythelranianpeople’shopefordemocracy
and independence, do not seek the advice of llangae dehads in te
StateDepartmentonwhattodoorwhatnottodo,onhoworwhere
to resst  The lranian  Resistance represents  the lranian  people’s
aspirations, ad is connung the path lad out by the nationalist
movement of Dr. Mossadeq. In our independent pursuit  of democratic
principles, weseek the undersianding  and fiendship of al nations
andgovemmentsacceptingtheUnitedNationsCharter, Universal
Dedarsion  of HumanRights and the legiimate nght of the lanian
people’'sResistanceforfreedomandindependence. Westressthat
the religious, terorist dictatorship ning lan is our ony enemy,
butwebegfriendshipfromnoone.Wesimplyadvisethosewhoset
the stage for the overtrow of Dr. Mossadegs legal and democratic
govemment in 1953, and whoare nowbindy  and hystericaly hostie
o the lranan peope's just Ressance, not o arouse the enmiy of
the lranan peope agan.
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