IX

Mojahedin Structure

TheState Department'sreportexaminesthestructureandinner

workings of the National Councl of Resisance and the Mojahedin.
The authors  have intentionally interpreted these two very diferent
enies  as one and the same, 0 reach foregone  condusons. !

The Naionrdl Cound o Ressance 5 a coelion of oganzaions,
groups and personalites with  different idedoges  and ouiooks  who
have vountarly joned foces for aimied peiod o tme (o longer
than sx months after the overtrow of the Khomeini regime) on the
basis of aspecfic  program to which they are al commited. Ther
relationships are based on pluraisic democragy.

The Moghedn, onte aher hand, & a polica oganization with
aspecificideologyandstrategy,andadefinedpoliticaland
oganizational methodoogy.  Peope jon & vouniarly on the bass of
ter dess ad dgpdhes k 5 tecoe vay  dieert fom a broed
o adin

Onbehalfofthe Mojahedin, Massoud Rajaviproposedthe
foomation  of such a coaliion, and founded the National Coundl of
Ressance of Ilen. In cotrast 1t the ddatorships of te sheh ad
Khomeini,allMojahedinmembersbelievethatasinglepolitical
organization o paty cannot estabish  democracy in Iran;  only wih
the participation of al advocates of democracy, independence and
nafional  sowveregly s such atask possbe

Ideology
The Mojghedin's  idedlogy is based on a democratic,  progressive
interpretationofislam,accordingtowhichelectionsandpublic
suffragearethesoleindicatorsofpoliticallegiimacy. 2As
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unambiguously explainedinthe Mojahedin’s statementsand
publcations, S popagaing  the Word of Godand Isam is meaningless
wihout freedom and respect  for  indvidual voliion and choce. The
Quransaysthemostimportantcharacteristicdistinguishingman
fom anmals is hs free wil. It i ontis bass tat humanbeings
areheldaccountable. Withoutfreedom, nosocietycandevelopor
progess.

TheMojahedinbelievethatthehumanrightoffreedomisthe
halmark and guarantor  of genuine socal progress.  Othemwise, the
stageissetfortheemergenceofdictatorship,whichdoesnot
necessarily remain independent  Fom the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammadhs well as of those of ImamAl, his desgnated successor,
the Moghedin have leamed that there must not be any imis to the
peope's freedom, up b the pont of amed rebelion. Ths belef is
reflectedintheirpublicstatementsandpublications. Forthe
Mojahedin, freedom s not alwury, but an indispensable necessiy.
Massoud Rajavi elaborates on the Mojahedin's  views:

Wh the vdoy o or Ressance, wewl owercome ore of the maor obslades
o te success of contempoary  revoluons. This sameobstade has been the
most impotant  factor  in ther  deviation  and faiure. t is te concept of
invading (Under any pretex) the saced Imis  of feedom. Our woddview is
monstic,  and the eminence of or spedes s predsey i mankinds  freedom
of choce, hence, the revval of feedom s N essence te rewa  of mankind
and man's vanquished  revolutons...

Weare not anyone's  lberator. For anaion to appredate the vaue of
her freedom, she must fiee hersef. Theefoe, weare not anyone’s  beraor.
Bveryone, both as an indvidual and as a memberof socety, can free  himseff
oy if heteas asunder te chans of coerdon and compuison on his own” 4

AccordingtotheMojahedin'sinterpretationoftheQuran,and
the traditions of the Messenger of Isam and historical leaders  of
Shism, freedom, eguaity of the sexes, egqual nghts for etnic and
religious minorities, humanrghts and peace are not mere poliical
commiments,  but ideclogical principles. The ives and stugges  of
thegreatprophetsof God, suchasMoses,JesusandMuhammad,
are brillant exampes o unelening commiment © these  princples.
They never advocated, ether in words or deeds, ruthlessness, war,
aggresson  or oppression. Al but one of the chapters in the Quran
beginwiththephrase, “Inthe Name ofGod, theMerciful, the
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Compassonate”  This Godis the exact opposte of the God Khomeini
and the mulahs preach. Therefore, ftolerance of dissent s pat and
pacel of the Moghedin's idedogy. The Quran gves gad ftdings o
tose ‘Who gve ear D e Wodad fdov the faet o * 5 Lkewse
dung te ©en yeas @263 AD) hernded oer bBige pats o Asbg
theProphetofislamnevermadeanyimportantdecisionwithout
consultingthe Muslim ummalfsociety).Onmanyoccasions,he
siomiied,  aganst hs beter judgment 0 te vews of hs dscpes.
A, te it  Shie Imam, pesets  anaher  histoical exampe.
Uged by his companions © take hash adion agangt the Khagies 6
whoopposedhim,Alireplied:“Solongastheydonotharmus,we
wil not ke any adion aganst them. f they debae wih us, wewd
do kewsee.  Wewl ooninue 1 pay them ther  shae of te treasuy.
Wewl alow themto goto te mosgques o pay. Ony if tey resot 1
voence  and kiing wl  we reludanty fight tem”
TheMojahedinrejectanyformofreligiousdogmatismorrigid
interpretationsoftheQuranandisiam.AccordingtotheMuslim
HolyBook,therearetwotypesofversesintheQuran, Muhkamat
and Mutashabehat "HeitisWhohassentdowntotheetheBook:In
it are verses, Basc or fundamental, They are te foundaton  of the
Book,othersareallegorical.” "MuhkamatorBasicversesformthe
ideclogical precepls  of Idlam, and conan e phiosophical essence
ofislam’sworidviewandoutiookonmankind. Mutashabehatorthe
alegoricals bascaly relae o the methods and rdes of condudt of
daly flfe and, as such, are never rgd. Whie presenving the same
monisic ~ essence and spir, they are adaptable to human progress,
technologicaladvancementandthe socialnormsofthetime.
Othewise, they become a useless,  inflexible set of canonical laws.
Therefore,anyrigidandreactionaryinterpretationofisiam,
eempiied  in our tmes by Khomeinsm, s tolaly  antHslamic and
coaly 1 te spit  of the Hoy Sopue
The Mojghedin  beieve  that genuine Ilam is so dynamic it never
impedes sodal progress. Conrary to what the mulahs say, not only
does ldam ot oppose sdence,  edwdogy and avization, bu t ao
cheishes tem The basc pindpes of Shiem accenee  tis  port
Althoughthemullahsabuseandtakeadvantageoftheconceptof
litehad  (contemporaryinterpretationofMoteshabehversesby
qulied  sthoas), t 5 addindy Shie pigoe which requies
lbmc  schoas and soooogsts D deveop Kamc  mehods and rues
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appopriate 0 the times. Conraty t what the mulahs preach, it s
not askl t be monopoized by the deics or any oher goup. Far
fom & fehad s agudng pidoe for d acherens,  encouaging
pudc  paropetion n te adhnsiaion o soad  das Proioundy
commited to democraic freedoms and man's rnight to choose, Islam
ks for socal  jusice, far  distbution o weah, ad n te long
un, asoody devod of oppresson,  disaiminaion and exploiaton.
Praxis

The above-mentioned  principles fom the idedlogical bond which
bnds te Moghedn inemaly and gudes them n the polical, soca
and economic  spheres.  The organization has siven to its umost
adhere 0 these principles oer the past 30 years. Accoding to this
dedogy, Godaone 5 pefed, devod of deicency and shoroomings.
Maninfuences  and is influenced by circumstances. For tis reason,
the Moghedn have never daimed, as indviduals or as a poliical or
socialmovement,tobeabovereproachorimmunetomistakes.In
todays worid, no one dares O make such ludicrous, pitful caims,
but te Khomeni regimes Vaie fagh

Fromthebeginning,theMojahedin’sbattlewithKhomeinism
waspurelyideological, forwhichreasontheirfirstassaulton
Khomein's  religious dicatorship focused on idedogy.  They exposed
andrejectedkhomeini'sviewsbycitingtheQuran, theconductof
theProphetofislamandoftheShifitelmam s andleaders.Inhis
firstandlastmeetingwithKhomeinionApril26,1979,Massoud
Rajavirefusedtokisskhomeini'shand,acustomarygesturein
meetingthesupremereligiousauthority. Khomeiniwasoutraged.
Ciing ImamAfs conduct Mr. Rajavi then pointed to the heat of
the pobem: te lamc vewport onte audad need for democatic
freedoms. Aslaterreflectedinthe capital'spress, Khomeini
reluctanty repied that ‘Idam  respeds freedom more than anything
else. Islam does not oppose freedom, unless it contradicts social
mores.” 8

Inearly 1980, Khomeiniwentontelevisionandbeggedthe
Mojahedinnottousetheterm‘reactionaries’indescribingthe
mullahs. Inlightof Khomeini's clampdown onfreedomsand
demagogicabuseoflslamtodeceivethe public,however,the
Moghedn ooud not fogo the tam. In sping 1980, Khomeni stopped
Massoud Ravs kedures  on phiosophy in Tehvans  Shaif  University
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of Techndogy. Then he laundhed acowp n te unversties natiormice,
the nefaious  “culural revolution.” Al universites, abasion of
supportfortheMojahedin,werecloseddowninabrutalciampdown
byclub-wieldinghoodlums,inwhichmanystudentswerewounded
and Ked
Afewweeksearlier, LeMonde hadwritten,“Oneofthemost
importanteventsnottobemissedinTehranarethecourseson
comparative philosophy, taughteveryFridayafternoonby Mr.
Massoud Rajav.  Somel0000 people presented ther admisson cards
o kBen for tree hous © the ledure by the leader of the Peopes
MojahedinonSharfUniversity'slawn.”Rajavi'sideologicaland
poiitical message was that ‘freedom s the essence of ewvoluion  and
the princpal message of Isdlam and revoluton.” °
“Intheweeklyconferencesat SharifUniversity,” LeMonde
continued, “Mr. Rajav gets help fom the Quran, the Old Testament
and the Bble as wel as fom Plaio, Socates, Satre, Hegel, Marx,
ec. o epan te Moghedns idedogy. The couses ae recoded on
video cassees  and distibuted in 35 dies. They are aso pubished
in papeback and sod by the hundreds of thousands of copies” ¥
Eartyon,inMarch1979,Khomeiniorderedareferendumonhis
MojahedincalledonKhomeinitospecifywhathemeantby*islamic
Republic”,beforetakingpublicpolls. Khomeinirepliedthatthe
contentwouldbespecifiedlateron. HInsummer,shortlybefore
Khomeiniformedanersatz AssemblyofExpertsinsteadofthe
pomsed Constiuent  Assembly, Rajpv deivered asefies o speeches
about the govemment of ImamAi and the consttution of an Islamic
govemment.Hedeclaredinhislecturesduringtheholymonthof
RamadanatTehranUniversity, Theveryessenceofourrepublic,
whch must be spedied in the  consiiuiion, 5 enmiy D despoism” 2
Themostprominentdistinctionbetweenthe Mojahedin’s
interpretationofisiamandKhomeini's therefore, isdemocratic
fredoms. I s over this issue tat the two sides have been engaged
in a fuHedged ideclogical betle fom day one. Ciing ImamAlls
opposion o the expansonist  wars waged under the nameof Islam,
the Moghedn opposed the mulahs poicy of “expot of revoluton”
fom te ouset desabng & as ansbnic ad cotary  © nationdl
interests. To substartiate ther amgument, they aso ded fom the
Quran, which says, ‘No compuson is there in religion”. B
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Tomorrow’s Iran

Commited t© the pincpe  tat the soe dierion for  poltical
kgimecy 5 the we, and that ressance 5 lkegimate oy aganst
repressionanddictatorship, the Mojahedinproposedamaximum
tenureofsixmonthsfortheProvisionalGovemmenttotakepower
afer the mulahs, duwing which tme soweregtly wl  be transiered
tothepeople. TheNCRprogramalsoaffirms‘‘completefreedomof
thought and speech, and te baming of censorshp  and inquisiion..

Ths freedom s not bound by any pincpel resticion, w b the port
ofarmedstruggleagainstthelegitimateandlegalsystemofthe

country”  Likewise, it is stated, “Achieving national  sovereignty
throughtheinstrumentalityoftheprovisionalgovemmentofthe

Democratic  Islamic  Repubic  of Iran s the most valusble product  of
the just Resstance of the lranian  people”  The program  emphasizes
thattheKhomeiniregime'sworstcrimewasitsusurpationofthe

Iranian  people's most vitl  legiimete gt  te rght t popular
soverelgnty. In such doumstances  of absoule  repression, poiiiical
kgimecy hesnored indeatr oher then resslance © resoe  tese
framped  rights.

The experience  of other movements which refused, under various
peets Dy b pdc wiege aler te oethowv o dosiod,
showthatfreeelectionsandcommitmenttothevotearetheonly
meansofkeepingdemocraticmovementsfromdeviatingfromtheir
orignal ocourses.  In the words of Massoud Rajavi

The Mojghedin  profoundly ~ believe  that to avoid the deviations  that beset
contemporary revolutionsthroughoutthe world, they mustremain

wholeheartedy =~ committed to te wil of the people and democracy. I they
ae O adt as aladng omanizaton, before al ese the popuace must gve
themamandateinafreeandfairelection. tisnotenoughtohavegone

trough te tias  of repression, mpisonment,  torure, and execuions  under
the shah and the mulahs. The Moghedin must also pass te test of genera
elections.lftheMojahedinweretochoosetocompensateforthelackof

popuar mandate by rehing onther past sacifices, organizational proness
or ams, ther resiient, ively, and democratic  organization would soon
become ahdow, rmten  buesucagy... f te peope dont woe for us (afer
we hae oetvown the mulshs regime), weshal reman in the opposiion,
hadng fmy © o pindpes. ¥

Manywesternobserverscriticize the National Council of
Resistanceforsettingasix-monthlimitonthe Provisional
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Govemmernt, saing it s o shot atme © insal  a pafamentary

systemofgovernment. TheResistance’sresponseisveryclear:

Khomeni betayed te tust of te naion, whose god n overthrowing

the shah was aystlized in the motto ‘freedom and independence.”

Toresoe tis tus, necessary for the reconstucion of tomomow's

Ian, the peoge must be assured that the past wil not be repeated.

TheMojahedinhadtochoose betweentheirowninterestsand

consolidating their power, on the one hand, and their  principles,

commimens and e pubic tus, onte oher  They dose the Hier,

and thus ague that the pegpes eeded  representatives must quickly

take the reins into ther ownhands and determine  what govemment,

system and constitLtion they have in mind.
Contrarytowhatthe State Departmentreportiriestoconvey,

the Moghedn's idedogy s nohing mysterous.  For manyyeas, they

have unambiguously set foth the foundations  of their beliefs and

dedogical pincpes, iy rmewed hee, n ter  pubdicaions
NeithertheMojahedinnorNCRarenaiveaboutestablishing

demooacy n acouty nded for severd  decades by two didatorships.

The dificuties have been aggravated by the mulahs  attempts to

deupt addestoy a socd  redionshis tough bua  suppesson

and reigious tanny.  Under the devical dicatorship's omnipresent

repression, many relationships of tust, such as etnic  and regonal

tiesandevenfamilybonds, havebeendisrupted. TheResistance

envisons  a difficult ime ahead, whenit must ty to hea the open

woundsofasocietywhoserulerssoughttoimprisonevenhuman

emotions  within -~ their  namow,  intolerant bounds. The gong wil be

equallyroughforanyattempttorestorepeaceandcalm,andto

universalize democracy after the overtrow of the Khomeni regime.

Theendeavors ofthe Mojahedin, NCR, and particularly the

Resistance’sPresident-electtopromotesolidarityamongvarious

ssdos o te soocgy ae moed N s redly B

Relations Within & Without

Weknowfromthehistoryofliberationmovements,andcan
logicallyandscientificallydeducefromsocialandhistorical
developments,  that  poiitical movement can ofer nohing O a socey
that it does not of itsef  possess. Onecan beleve the promise of
democracyandflourishingtalentsintomorrow'slranonlyifthe
Resstance  movements intemal  relations are democaic  today.
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Particuiarly ater the ovettrow of te shah and ther leaders
frredom fom pison, te Moghedn had the oppotunty O experience
and rapd gowth, induding the influx of hundreds of thousands of
members and fuime sympathizers, as wel as the organization's
openpoliicalcampaignfrom1979to1981, attesttoitsinternal
of s domesic and foregn  alles, hes tied to dvide and somehow
destroytheMojahedin. Themullahshaveunfortunatelysucceeded
were eenudly  dsmaned. As admomedged by fiend and foe alke,
honever, the ploy has faled dsmaly wih the Mojghedin, despite
despte 100000 martyrs and 14 years of torure  and imprisonment.
The Moghedn were not annhiated, nor dd they dsnegee; rather,
they inceased in power, proness and credbity.

OnereasonisthattheMojahedinadheredtotheirpolitical
principles and inssted  on democracy and poliical freedoms, as the
Resistancemovement'spivotaldemands. Moreimportantly, they
remainedprofoundlycommittedtosafeguardingdemocracywithin
themovement itwouldhaveotherwisebeenimpaossibleforthemto
withstand ~ the  intolerable pressures and torfuous — crcumstances  of
these past years.

Thosegenuinelyinterestedinfightingtherulingmedieval
dictatorshipandestablishingdemocracyandapopularregimein
len, have foud ampe opportunties and fadlies n ter demoaaic
relaions  wihin  the Moghedin. It is a Mojghedin  tradiion to hod
open deossos about serdve Bssues o te day, somelsing  hous,
or even days and weeks, depending on the subect — Eventualy, they
conclude withacommonviewpoint. Those familiarwiththe
Moghedn fist hand know thet amgor pat of ther tme s spent in
lengty meetings, dewoted to amving at a commonground for every
decson. It s no accdent that despe the inense  suppresson ad
pressures of the past 14 years, dwvergent Vviens and ideas have not
kd 0o shits in the omanzation. The discussions  on restruciuing
the organization and foming an aHemale Leadershp Cound of 12
membersand12candidate-membersin1993,forexample, lasted
twomonths. 6
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Structure

The Peoples Mojahedin  of Ian is the fist and ony of Iran's
poliicalpartiestomakepublicthenamesandparticularsofits
officials and their manner of election. This has been the case over
thepastdecade, despitethe organization’sinvolvementina
cdandesine  naiowide  armed resistance.

In 197981, the namesof al members of the Mojahedins  Central
Commitee as wel as officals who administered  the  organization's
afieirs  in varous ciies were madepublic.  They were pubished in
Mojahed ondifferentoccasions, suchastheirnominationas
candidates in the elections, or identfying them as speakers or as
hosts of ameding h te couse o the edesve  poliical and sodal
activiiesofthetime. Evenafterthebeginningofthearmed
resistance, in the second half of 1981, the names of the members of
the Political Bureauand Central Committeeweremade public.
Despitetheharshconditions,themembersoftheseorganswere
electedeverytwoyearsbythemembershipandavailablelower-
of imprisonment  and stugge  shed light on ther  qualiications and
accountabiity, faditating the woing. This s not O suggest that
mistakes were not madein choosing  officials; rather, despte the
Mojghedin's  unusual practice  of encouraging al members to openly
oflowerofficialsandmembersnotconcuningintheelectionof
memberstothePoliticalBureauandCentralCommittee.

The Moghedn's  Cenral Councl  funcions  as the pariamentary
body wihin  the organization. BEven in the difficuit doumstances of
these years, when members have been scattered, the Cental Councl
has met regularly; absent members participated in the discussions
trough advanced communicaions.  The Coundls  meetings take place
intheformofaforum,wheremembersexpresstheinviews,debate
issues,andtrytoconvinceeachotheronpoliciesandstrategy,
gediors  of hgher  dficials, admevens o te conoud and saus o
members. An intemal pamphlet put out in October 1982 articulated
the hierarchywithinthe Mojahedinandthewaysandmeansof
administrating affairs. It wes suded, dscussed and adoped by al
members. Accordingly, the Central Councl was madeup of the heads
ofdifferentdepartments,deputiestotheCentral Commiittee, the
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Cental Committee and Poliical Bureau and their advisors.  Then as
now, candidatesformembershipinthe Central Councilwere
nominatedbymembersandofficialsofthesectionswherethey

woked. Those elected by amaoity woe in the Cenral Cound had
atwoyear tenure. Repots and appraisals  of the Poliical Bureau
and Cenral Commitee were reguialy conveyed to al Central  Cound
members,andmeasuresorpolicieswereimplementedonlyafter
amendments and general  ratification in the Central Councl.

In autumn 1984, the annual meeting of the Poltical Bureau and

theCentral CommitteewasheldinParis,asin1982and1983. It
was foloved by the meetng of the Cenral Coundl, which then had
160members. Together,themeetingslastedmorethantwomonths.
Atthetime, 30%ofthe Mojahedin'smemberswerewomen; 15%o0f
theCentral Councilwerewomen. TensofthousandsofMojahedin
womenhadbeenimprisonedorexecutedbytheKhomeiniregime,
many of them vidously  tortured.

Inthesesessions,thePoliicalBureauandCentral Commitiee
nominated MaryamAzodanlou, latertobecomeMrs.MaryamRajavi,
as codeader  of the organization. She had cometo Fance from lIran
two years earfer. Agaduae of metalugca engneerng, she began
her poiitical activites wih te Moghedn in the 1970s. After the
revolution, she became an dfical of the sodal sedion and head of a
majornetwork oforganization’ssympathizersin Tehran. The
MojahedinhadnominatedherasacandidatefromTehranforthe
1980 pariamentary elections.

The Central Counciland other members ofthe Mojahedin
welcomedhernomination,electingherinviewofhercompetence,
qualificationsandexperience. Shehadcometosymbolizeallthe
Mojahedinwomen.

In June 1985, after the mamage of Massoud and Maryam Rajavi,
the Mojahedin Central Councl, which had expanded to 575 members,
ssued amessage of congraulations, beaing the sgares o d IS
members. Bxpressng abhorence at the Khomeini regme’s ‘“frenzied
les and poliical assaus’  onte Moghedn and ther leadershp, v
thestatement, publishedin Mojahed, emphasizedthatallthe
membersoftheCentralCouncilhad'freelyandinfullknowledge”
cected therr leaders. Therefore, the ‘bamage of iHntentoned
assaultsagainstthe Mojahedin"from*“remnantsoftheshahand
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n van. The Centa Cound a0 sressed:

The poltical altemative to Khomenis  dictatorship has emerged, without
doubt,fromamongtheforcesofthe Iranian people’santi-monarchic
revolution, and not fom wihin the Khomeini regime. The era of ignorance
andofspontaneousmovements, howevervictorious, haspassed. The
corpedes o o naiod  Sugion. dise tet ts demde be amed
ad oganzed, and tet it respedt Idam, the failh of the geaer mgoly of
the peope o lIan

Ths alemative's legtmacy ~ derves fom is ressence  against  the
suppressiveregimesofthe shahandKhomeini. tmustbecapable of
preverting  bloodleting, and of guaranteeing  peace, democracy and national
atemative must have a pogram with specic deadines  for te tansfer  of
power o the peope and esabishment  of naional  and popuar soveregny. ®

The daement  condudes, ‘Ghven  the present  polarization o forces
and poliical status  quo at this  historical juncture,  the Natonal
Coundl of Resisiance is the only democraiic — afemative for post
Khomeinilran.”

Six months later, at the conduson of ther annual session in
Paris,thePaliicalBureauandCentralCommitteeannouncedthat
they had dissoved to fom asnge oman, te Bxecuve Committee,
0 adminstae the omganization's dlars. Y Fomten on, the Centd
Cound oonssted of the heads of sedions, as wel as the Execuve
Committeemembersandtheirdeputies.Asfortheelectionofthe
organization's leaders, they conduded that every member must make

Massoud Rajavi,thenthe Mojahedin’s Secretary General,
elaboratedonthispointbeforeagatheringof3,000membersand

sympathizers  in Paris.

Theexperience,conduct, moausoperand  ,andmechanismsofelectingthe
kadeshp i tradiondl pates o boh te Bt ad gt hae shed gt on
afundamenl pont N te concept of organizaton. In view of our idecogcal
principles and the numbers and quality of the Mojghedins membership, the
leadership's gecion  shoud be diret,  wihout  intermedries, fre, and
undertakeninfullawarenessbyeachandeverymember.

Therefore,  members should study and examine, research, queston and
qiicze the leadershp, o tet ter rebioshp hes ared bess Wedo not
aept bind tust  Lkewse, eweyoe 5 fee © canod hs o her aegance
o the leadership, whenever he or she wishes, to choose a beter ideclogy,
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strategy ~ or organization. Let every individual folow his ownideas. Our
ony condion s thet he respect  our omganizatonal fghts and potect  our
nelgence ad seauiy.  ®

Four months later, Mr. Rajav depated for Iraq.  There, too, the
Moghedn reguialy  amnounced in ther rado and televison programs
aswd asin ter pubicatons, the namesdof te BExecuive Commitee
members, ther  depuies;,  ad oher  dficals o te oaganzaion eleced
accoding  © the Moghedin's  ratfied reguiaions. 2

InOctober1989, Mrs. Maryam Rajaviwasenthusiastically
elected Secretary General of the Mojahedin by the entire
membership. 2 Thisisthesupremeideologicalandorganizational
fut of the efots of ageneraion whorushed o do batle wih the
anti-humanenemyanditsevilregimeonascalefarbeyondhuman
imis and terance. This generaion  has kept aot  te sandad  of
ou naions honor in the dakest ea of her hsoy” 2

In Ocober 1991, Ms. Rgavi invied al members of the National
Cound of Resistance to be her guests at a Central Coundl meeting
towitnesstheelectionofnewmembersandofadeputysecretary
gererd. Theaudence akso iened 10 the Secetary Generdls repot
on poitical, mifitary and organizational matters,  and discussions
wihn  the ocound onsraegy. At the conduson  of this sesson, ™4
newmemberswereaddedtothe Mojahedin’s Central Council,
bringng the total to 837. The members had betveen 10 and 25 years
ofexperiencewithintheorganization. 2Mrs.FahimehArvani was
elected Deputy SecretaryGeneral,asannouncedbythe Central
Cound in asgement in tis regad 2

In the decade from 198191, some 30%of the Mojahedin's  Central
CouncilmemberslosttheirlivesinthebattiewiththeKhomeini
regme. Fwe percent ocoud not endue the dificut condions  of the
stugde and reumed to noma e SomelO to 12 peope commited
freason and colaborated wih the enemy.

Inthesamesession,reportedbyalloftheMojahedin'smedia
outlets, Mrs. Rajavi formulated the tasks of the Central Coundi,
hencefoth 0 be headed by the Deputy Secetry Generd, as folows:

As  responsbity : Bamud  determination o membeshp o those diices
poposed for the Ceral  Coundl..

Thirdresponsibility: Examiningtheconductandstatusofmembers,and
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Consequently,insummer 1993, Mrs. Rajavi suggested
fundamentalchangesinthemanagementoftheorganization,which
were unanimously endorsed by members and dfficials. In the Central
Cound meeting of October 1991, severy-ive of the 149 members of
theExecutiveCommitteewerewomen. Inotherwords,inthesix
years since Maryam Rajavi's  emergence as leader of the Mojahedin,
womenhad gradually undertakenmore and more politicaland
miay  poss, ad compeerly  pessed ther eSS Of eedeshp. Eght
years after her elecion as codeader of the Moghedin, Mrs. Rajavi
wasnowproposinga'‘LeadershipCounciofqualifiedwomen. The
proposal  contrasted radically wih the mulahs' backward outiook,
and wert straight 0 te heat of ther ant-democratc, MisogyNous
cuture.  After 28 years of poliical and miitary srugge  with two
dictatorial regimes, the Mojahedn elected 12 womento a twoear
termontheLeadershipCouncil; 12 otherswerenominatedas
candidate members. The elecion  marked a dimax in the ideological
and intellectual revolution wihn  the Moahedn, and may be viened
as a gauge of the profound depth of democracy in the organization. %

OnAugust 28, 1993, the National Councl of Resstance of Iran
gdeced MayamRaav  as Presdent  for the tansiional peiod  duing
which power wil  be transferred to the peope of Iran. On September
17, Ms. Raav resgned fom her poss n te Moghedn Organization
andNationalLiberationArmyofiran.Onthesameday,inalarge
gatheringofthousandsofMojahedinandtheNLAcombatantsand
attendedbyMassoudandMaryamRajavi,Ms.OzraAlaviTalegani
waselectedasthe Deputy Commanderin Chiefofthe National
LiberationArmy,andMrs. FahimehArvaniastheorganization’s
Seceily  Genead. ¥ Amonth later,  the Ressiance's Presdentelect
movedherheadquarterstoParis.

Membersandcandidatemembersofthel eadershipCouncilare
eeced in tree sSages in tree  consuitaive sessons. In the first
sage, apoposal s dstussed wihin te Leadeshp Cound.  In the
seoond sage, te sse s tEken © the meeing of heads of depaments
and ther deputes.  Fnaly, anomnaion 5 dscussed in the meeting
of al members, and then voted on.

In August 1994, smuttaneous wih the opening of ofices of the
llanian  Resistance’s  President-elet, the Moghedn announced that
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al ter ofices and oganzatona neiwolks ouside Ien, wih the
exception  of their press dffices, had been dissoved. By then, the
number of members and candidates for membership in the Leadership
Councl had increased  threefold. Ffty-four members and candidate
membersannouncedtheirreadinesstoserveintheofficesofthe
President-elect, and resgned  ther posts in the Mojghedin.  Twenty-
threewomenformedtheMojahedin'snewleadershipCounci. 3
In view of te repots pubished and pubicized  on the medhanisms
of eecion t postons of leadeshp  in the Moghedin, summarized
here, it is vary nave t speak about lack of democracy within  the
-
Astonishing Charges
ThestructureandconductoftheMojahedinhasbeenexamined
N Wo separate sedions in the Siate Depatment repot,  the seciion
on history  and the secton on structure. The authors  of the report
have notlostany opportunity tolabelthe Mojahedinas
“undemocratic,” huing abarage of accusations: The Moghedin  are
oganzed o ‘“comparmentalized cels  of acvty’ 2 which respond
ony to central authoriy. They acquire  “adherents  and supporters
throughindoctrination.” 0 Theyaresubjectto“authoritarian
kadeshp” ¥ have fomed a “personaliy ait” *and have ceaed ‘a
rigidhierarchyinwhichinstructionsflowedfromaboveandthe
pimay  responshbity of the rankandde wes o abey wihout  asking
too many questions.” =
Theyproducetheir‘ownhandbooks,censorshipindex,world
ouodk,  heoical nepreaions ad o couse, ddhd dedogy” ¥
Those ‘members whotied w0 leave were jaied. Moreover, they were
condemned O execuion for ter dssent, but the oders are sayed
uti  the MKCeaches \vidoy n len. Members] were only aloned
o read Moghedin  publications’ and ‘were monitored by infomers...
the Moghedn forced coupes and families 0 separate” ® “Members
Mng in the West are someimes sad 1 reside in communal houses,
pemited  litle money of ther ownand kept on tighty  controlled
schedues” %
“Thelanguage usedbyMojahedinmembersamongthemselves,
in corast wih the dalogue they condudt wih westemers, s ofen
hierarchicalandapocalyptic.” S1*Excerptsofbroadcastsofthe
dandesine  Voee o Moghed ae repesenaive o MKGye  ‘Ster
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Maryam Ragui.. hes caled ona our compatios.. b rase te ay

o poes.. Poet b)) sdig e D te ces o gpessn” 2
“Female’leaders arepresentednotasindividuals...butas
dependents—thewife,daughter, orsisterofmaleMKOmembers.” ®

Onewonders whether the repot  belongs t the State Departmernt,
or is ajont publication of the Khomeini regime's Guards Comps and
Inelgence Minsty.

Women

TheMojahedinbelieveincompleteequalityofthesexes,and
demandactiveparticipationofwomeninthenation'ssocialand
poiical fe. Ths has been daiied a kengh in the pans adopted
bythe National CouncilofResistance andthe programofthe
ProvisionalGovernment.

FromtheveryfirstdaysofkKhomeini'srule,theMojahedin
opposed al  restricions on women, indudng  the compulsory  heiab
(veling). Though commited to Idamic cowering, ke other Islamic
nes, the Mojhedin view any fom of compulson in tis regard as
contradicory b ther belels For tis reason, n 197980, when women
were atacked by Khomein's dub welders chanting  ‘ether  the el
orahitonthehead,"theMojahedindemonstratedinprotest.in
thesesameyears, tensofthousandsofwomensympathizerswere
recruitedand organizedthroughoutthe country. Inthe 1980
pariamentaryelections,manyoftheMojahedincandidateswere
women.

Thousandsoffemaledfficials, membersandsympathizerswere
executed in subsequent years. “ The mullahs' brutal  suppression  of
womenattractedmorewomentotheResistance, whocontinuedto
occupy more key posiions  and higher  posts in the movement. 1 dont
knowofanyotherexampleinhistorywherearesistancegrouphas
beensobolsteredbytheparticipationofwomen,”saysAmerican
epet Dr Joye Sam, o te Center for Sraegc  and Inemational
Studies.  “* Today,all23membersoftheMojahedin’sLeadership
Councd, te maoiy of commanders in the National Lbeaon — Am,
andone-thirdoftheNLA'scombatantsarewomen.

The repot  daims, honever, that ‘the orgina ca for women's
nights in Mojghedin idedogy was advocated by the Mandst  faction.
Today'sfemale‘leaders’oftheMKOareoftenpresentednotas
individualswhohave earnedtheirpositionsonmerit, butas
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dependents—thewife,daughter, orsisterofmaleMKOmembers.” a2
The assaion that ‘the Mandist facdion”  promoted women's rights  is
asheer lie. The Moahedn have never had a "Mandst  faction,” and
theMarxistswholaunchedacoupintheorganizationinthe1970s

never caled for womens fights.  Rather, tey ravaged the Moghedin's
achievementsandsoweddistrustamongtheorganization'smembers

and sympathizers, particularly the women.

The asseion  that womenhave risen to postions  of leadership
because of famly tes s anoher cowardy e Therepot ofers no
evidence to back upits dam. Alst of the namesof highranking
female membersofthe Mojahedinwould have precludedsucha
statement. None ofthe members ofthe Leadership Councilor
commandersoftheNationalLiberation Armyhasbeenappointed
because of famiy relationships, and ony asmal percentage (some
15%) are related to veteran male officials. Rather than repeating
Evand Abrahamian's basgess condusons about the 1970s, the St
Depatment could easly have investigated the dam.

Moreimportantly,thesewomenhave emergedfromamulti-
theKhomeiniregime. TheMojahedinandlranianResistancearea
responsibleanddeadlyseriousmovement,whichhastakenona
medievaldictatorship. Suchamovementcannotpassthereinsof
authoritytounqualiiedmenorwvomen.

In the idedogy of Khomeni and the fundamentaism  rning  Iran,
womenareconsideredinferiorandofnegativevalue. Themost
distinctivefeatureofthemullahs'enmitytodemocracyistheir
antagonismtowardswomen. Attheoppositeendofthespectrum,
the Moghedn, boh in ter idedogy ad in ther poiica and socdl
conduct,accordwomenthegreatestofrespect. Thisservesasa
measureoftheirdevotiontodemocracy. Thegrowingroleofiwomen
in the Resistance, partculady the roe of Presidentelect Maryam
Rajavi,hashadtremendouspolitical,socialandorganizational
impact  In additon, the womenof the Mojahedn pose a cultural and
idedlogical chalenge 1o the fundamentalist rlers  of Ian.  Through
them, te Moahedn have demonstated in pracice  that, in confrast
tothemullahs, Islamdoesnotdenywomen'srightsandfreedoms.

Futhermore,  Islam holds free, combative and responsibe  womenin
the hghest regad.
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Sectarian Behavior

Thereporthastriedveryhardtoportrayanegativeimageof
the Moghedn's intemal  relations. The s used are same as those
appied by the shah and Khomenis  didatorships. Fom the viewpoint
o an mpata csenver,  honever, te Moghedns nemd  Sudure,
relationships and decisiorHmaking procedure  leave no room for such
aocusations. At best, tey reved the auhos tue inenions.

Thee 5 oeqesdon, o cuse, ta te Epot o necesdy awodks
Howhas this  organization, characterized as asect lading  popular
and intemational suppot,  sunived  despie 30 years of suppression
by wo didatorships, the execuion of is leades and members under
the Shah, the execution of some 100,000 ofitsmembersand
sympathizers,andtheimprisonmentofanevenlargernumberof
themundertheKhomeiniregime?Indeed,hotonlyhasitsurvived,
butithasremainedthe main, mostactiveandmosteffective
opposion . foce © e mulahs  regime. ©

The repofs raionale o pove that the Moghedn ae asedt is
more ricicuious than the allegation itseif. For exampe, ‘tey hae
ter omnbods” “ Al ogazaions, insiies ad soogles pudaze
ther vews n ter publications and books. Howis thet undemocratic
and indcative o ‘indocrinatio”?

Thereporthasalsotriedtoconvincethereaderthatthe
Mojahedinaredependentonlirag. Suchstatements,however,are
contradicted by those alegng tat te Moaghedn ae a‘sety’ such
astheMojahedin Organization has“setupitsowncommunes,
piing  pesses,  ofices mila,  tanng  canps barads, et N
Ireq.”  ® Cealy, independent Moghedn barads, schods, e do
notsuggestdependenceonlrag.Asidefromthat,inwhatwayis
possesson  of printing presses and offices  tantamount to behaving
ke a'ssd? Aocodg © ts logc most poiica pates n BEuope
shoud be cded “secs”

t is futher aleged that the Moghedn have forced couples in
IraqtodivorceandsendtheirchildrentoEuropeandthe United
States. “ The State Depatment must be held accountable  for  having
giventhetaskofpreparingthisreporttoindividualswhohave
repeated,verbatim,allegationsusedbythemullahsandremnants
of the shah's regme. The National Lberaion  Amyis based on the
teritory of acounty where family life on or near miitary camps
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becameimpossibleduringtheunprecedentedbombardmentofthe
Pesan Guf War, and has remained so snce due b the  intemational
embargo. In the midst of the bombardment, famies, voluniarily and
sometimesinwriting,askedtheorganizationtohelpsendtheir
chiden to Europe and the United States to ive with relatives or
sympathizers. Despite  many difficulties and dangers, the movement
spent miions of dolas 0 mowethese chiden to safe paces. The
aemeive wes b acoept the posshily o edesve caadies amoyg
them.Wouldnotsuchachoicehavewarrantedthedisapprovalof
theStateDepartment?

Futhermore,  the policy is not wihout precedent.  In Word War
I, chiden wee sepasted fom ter famies and sent out of London
duing the bombadment K the pradice s obeciionabl, the Sate
DepartmentshouldhaveissuedastatementcriticizingWinston
Chudh

Clearty,themilitarycampsbombardedinMay1933,April1992
and May1993 by the Khomeni regme’s ar foce, sheled wih motars
inNovember 1993and October 1994, andattackedwith Scud-B
msdes N November 1994 ae nopece for famly e o for chiden
Wheein e wold s famly e cared onin miaty  camps duing
wartimeorwhenmilitarymissionsarebeingconducted?Although
ther work is peacefu, even Red Cross employees voluniarly avod
mamage and famly lfe duing their missons in vaious pats of
the wold Howis it that aRessance movemet s eeded 1 povde
for amly e adte poedon adcae o smal chiden?

Inthe pastfouryears,the Khomeiniregime’sguardsand
terrorists have launched 30 ammed attacks on the Moghedin  on Iragi
sol. 4 They have repeatedy  launched amed atiads on famies  whose
residenceshadbeenmovedfromthelran-lragborderstripto
Baghdad. Insummer1993,the Khomeiniregime’'sagentseven
aiacked the Baghdad resdence of eldely moathers of the Moghedin's
matys  wih RPG-7rodkets. In awod, today, al of lrag has become
the ‘frontines’ for Moghedn and NLAcombatanis.  Unlke the past,
no pece 5 ‘behindthelnes”

Thisslanderingofparentswhohavemadesuchsacrificesfor
theircountry’sfreedom,isallthemoreoutrageousbecausethe
detactors are umwiing to do awthing t prevent these attacks by
the mulahs' regime, or even to voice someproest to the regime's
missileattacksandairraids, violatinginternationallawand
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agreements. Hadit been ohewise, pethaps these parents would not
have been foced t© reman apat Raher than insuling the mulahs
vicims,  our detractors  would do better to stop buying miions  of
dolas of o, povdng Tehvan wih the fuds © sep wpis aimes
and exot teroism and religious despoism.  As te Pesian saying
goes ‘ff you donat wat 0 hed our wounds, a ket donat pour sat
onthem.”

Thedage o beg a'sed & futher  dsoeded by te ot tet
the Moahedn is oviousy wiling t© eqand iis reaions  wih the
outsideworld. Inthecourseofthereport'spreparation, the
omganization inssed onpesening s vews dredy o te authos
o te mpot  Actgly, n deding wih te Moghedn the diceks of
the StateDepartment'sNearEastBureauhavebeenbehavingmore
likeasect,ignoringtheviewsofthe Americanpeople, their
disregarding the wl of the lenan peope. The whoesde barage
of accusaions and dander against tis Resstance  isef  smacks of

Intolerance
The State Departmentoffersanautocraticimage ofthe

Moghedn's mer wokings, intderant o dssening  vews  Accomding

tothereport,dissidentsaretreatedbadly,evenimprisonedand

sentenced to death. In response to these allegations, repeated for

yeas by e mulahs regme, the Moghedn have fequery  dedared

that they welcome visis by impartal intemational delegations, o

whichtheyhave setnopreconditions, otherthanguarantees

regardng  inteligence and seauty  matiers.
InAugust1991,theNCRForeignAffairsCommittee Chairman

dedared in Gereva: ‘In repy 1t the fabrications of the anthuman

enemyanditsoperatives,whohavebrazenlyclaimed,tocoverup

theirowntortureandmassacreofpoliicalprisoners, thatthe

Resistance maintains  prisons  where 800 Mojaheds are incarcerated,

weinite adelegaion of lawers, repoters and represeniatives of

intemational organizations o vst the bases of the Moghedn and

the National Liberation Amy of Iran aong the Iranrag frontier.

ThedelegationcanseefirsthandtheMojahedinandtheNational

LiberationAmy,andmeetthecombatantsoffreedom,wholongfor

lbety and democracy in Iran. The doos © al ofices and bases of
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theMojahedinareopentoall,becausetheyhavenothingtohide.

Even the Khomeini regime's  representatives can jon the delegation,
ontheconditionthatRafsanjanialsopromisestoacceptthevery

same delegation, accompanied by representatives of the Resstance,
b Vst te regmes pisons ad toiue  ceners i lan,  and commis
hs regme © openng al doos o tis deegaion”  ®

Iftheauthorshaveevenonecaseoronepersonwhotheythink
has realy et te Moahedin due o intemal  despoism, one person
whowasdeniedthe possihilityofengaginginadialogueabout
jotical, draegc and idedogeal pobems o abdk o feedoms, we
suggest tat they tke him or her aong, so thet ths indvidual can
seeortalktoanyoneheorshewishes,andtheycanpublishthe
reus n ter nedt repot

TheMojahedinisalivingentity. Newindividualsandgroups
jon the omganization evenyday, whie ohes, for spedic  and quie
understandable  reasons that relate  to their personal conduct, are
demssed o eae vountady. Al such cases n reoent  years emanate
fom an inabiity o terae the dificut condiions  of stugging
agahst  a reigous fastsm  upecedened in ks hisoy.  Wih few
exoegpions, most peope whocannot endure  these  difficuit condliions
e ter  polical upot  for e Ressae,  as te oy souion
o the mulshs regime.

The Mojahedin's record in this respect is so far above reproach
and the avenues for dialogue so readly avalabe that there is no
roomforcomplaint. Thefalsityandabsurdityofsuchclaimsby
personswhohavebrokenrankswiththeMojahedinarelaidbareby
the very fact that ashot whie after leaving the Moghedn, these
same individuals have been sent o Europe or the Unied States wih
Mojghedin  money, subsequent to which they have sold therr senices
to the Khomeini regime or joned ranks wih the mulahs against the
Resisiance.

ff te Moghedn are t be aiiczed, it shoud befor exerasing
undue fiexdoiity o safeguad these person’s  reputation. Otherwise,
they couldhave taken preemptive measures, by exposingthe
dismissed  individual apioi  sotat heo she coud not be used as a
wegpon in the hands of te enemyor ahers hosie o the Resstance
TheMojahedinhave,however, exposedsuchpersonswhenever
necessary, by pubishing in ther newspapers the reasons, in these
persons ownwitng  and bearing their  signatures, when they have
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collaborated wih or joned the enemy.

There 5 no combatve foce © mal  te Moahedn in the lranian
poliical landscape today, within or wihout the framewok of the
naioowide  Resstance.  This has been the case for many years.  Thus,
anyone wihin ~ the Moghedin  nomaly does not chalenge the war of
beration aganst te mulahs which the Moghedin have undertaken,
aher ten b admt hs o her oaninabity b teae  te ocondiions
of amed stugge aganst the mulahs. The fist  quesion  confionting
suchanindividualiswhatstrategyismoreeffective,andwhich
polical organzaion 5 deing tet ogion I aher wods S Mo
such srategy  and no such poliical organzation espousng it exst,
the pont is moot Amed Resistance is the last resot against the
muishs megme, der d dher mehods of sugge  have poen fuie

TheMojahedinarecombatantMuslims,afactclarifiedtwenty
yearsago,whentheyconfrontedtheopportunistMandstswhohad
shatteredtheirorganization. Hence, anyone opposedtothe
Mojahedin'sideologydoesnotbecomeamemberinthefirstplace.
loedogical difierences, thereiore, ae not avebe eoue or kearyg
the ranks of the omganzaton.

NorcanoneimaginethatmultitudesofMojahedinortheir
suppoters  resdng  in difierent dies n Euope, te US and Asa,
are being compeled to do amvthing.  Howcould anyone be held within
the Mojghedn's ranks against hisher wil for even aday, ket aone
formanyyears, giventhe propagandabarrage ofthe Khomeini
regre, 5 dies adte kes o te Sae Depatmet repot?  Uness
of course, the repots  authors are suggestng that the Mojahedin
exerdse  afar geaer influence  than such popaganda, t the extent
that they can mesmeize s o thousands of ther felow  compatios,
bodyand soul, compellingthemtoturnoutforlarge-scale
demonstraions N 15 counties of the word.

From a political standpoirt, the indvidual who has ket should
have a polical alemaive n mnd whch regetably does not exst
Ifonedid,thosepreparingthereportwouldnothavegonetothe
troube of wiing 41 pages of dander and \ituperations aganst the
Mojghedin and lranian  Resistance.  They are fuly aware that, under
the cument drcumsances, the Naionl Cound of Ressance s the
oy viebe aematve o the mulahs regime.

Onemust concude that logicaly, the real reasons why certain
personshavebeendismissedorchosentoleavetheMojahedinin
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recet yeas ae © befound n te pasod dooes o te ndvidEl)
n qesion | s unsied 0 bare te Mgahedn for an ndvdudls
inabiity O terale  atough, bloody wer aganst aregme which the
US. Secetary of State has descibed as “an intemational outlaw”
and ‘the leading sponsor of tenoism  in the contemporary  word.”

f te Sae Depatment of te soe supeponer in te wold dams
o befuly knowledgeable about the Moghedn and o have access ©
comprehensiveinformation,itshouldbeabletomakepublicthe
names of the ‘“tissdents’ beng hed aganst ther Wl i the Naiond
Liberation Amys bases, and assist them by pubicdy offeing  them
poiitical asyum. Obviousy, the authors are themsehves aware that
theirallegationsare unfounded. Whenspeakingabout“death
sences’  for ‘disstens” they ae compded © ofer  te rdouous
epanaion  that the Moghedn sentence dssdent membersto death,
butpostponecarryingouttheverdictuntilaftertheregime’s
overthrow.

TheMojahedinandNationalLiberationArmyofiraninformed
the Intemational Commitee of the Red Cross of the release of some
2650 officers, noncommissoned  officers, soders  and Pasdaran of
theKhomeiniregimewhohadbeencapturedinthe courseofthe
NLA'smilitary operations. Meanwhile, Mojahedinmembersand
sympathizers ~ were being executed en massein the regime's  prisons.
ThelCRChadbeenkeptinformedoftheMojahedin’'streatmentof
these pisoners  through repeated meetings wih them, and has always
lauded the Mojghedn for its humane conduct [t should be recalled
thatalthoughsomeoftheseprisonershadkiledanumberofthe
Mojahedin's  or NLAS combatants, they were released on the orders
of the amys Commanderin Chief.  Asfor the members of this group
who voluntariy joned the NLA the ICRCpad repested wvsis 1w the
NLA's bases and spoke privately with them. There was never a singe
complaint about the Moghedin's teament %

Insummary,thelCRChasmonitoredallaffairspertainingto
thePOWSs,andhasofficiallyconfiredthehumanenatureoftheir
teament S in ths Ight ae tese adlegaions about mistreament
oftsownmembersbyamovementthathashumanelytreatedits
enemes D be vened as ayhing  oher then a repetiion o the deicd
regime’spropaganda?Furthermore, theauthorshaveregrettably
demonstratedtheirunwilingnesstolistentotherepliesofthe
‘accused,” whereas in any cout of law, even if the case s cut and
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died, the accused and his counsel have the right to repy. Despie
havng te Moghedis witen reples a ther dsposa,  te auhos
havefettnoobligationtomaketheslightestreferencetothem.

Poliical epedency hes taken precedence over te fit prindple of
e

Solelyfromahumanitarianstandpoint,the Departmentwould
have done beter O gant a kst oe ety vsa in te past 14 years
andpaythetravelexpensesforsomeonewho,forwhateverreason,
hadleftheMojahedinandintendedtoretumtonomallifeasa
refugee.  Having dore so, the Department wouid be in abetter  posiion
o aiicze aRessance movement which hes gven s ie's bood n
ts sugge  Todae, the Moghedn hae been odiged © assst  such
pesons on ther oan. Which shoud webeleve: Al ths compassion
and detalled  discourse  about individuals who let  the dictatorial
Moghedn whose srategy,  idedogy, and poices have faled, or the
refusal o gve vsas o asyum to the mothers, wwes or chiden of
themartyrs?

Wesuggest that to aleviate the authos concem about the fate
offormermemberswhowanttopursueanormallife, the State
Depatment set asde aquota for ther poltical asyum, and infom
the Mojahedin thereof. ~ Wewould be most grateful.

Censorship

Anoher accusaton  invoves te Moghedin's  ‘censorshp index”
and charges that ther members “are only aloved to read Mojahedin
publications’”. B tis alegaton petains 1 Moghedn members who
e n te Wes, &t 5 paicbly ficioUous. Treepots adthos  ae
askedtopleasepresenttheirdocumentsandexplainhowMassoud
Rajavimanagestoenforcesuchauthorityandcensorshipfromthe
Irardraq boder on peope many educated in Westem universiies.
If the allegation pettains 0 Moghedn sympathizers inside  Iran,
where e mulehs regme s ning, te Sae Depatment s barking
up the wong tree.

ff, however, the Depatment is refering o atid group, those
membersandsympathizerswhoareinthelran-lragborderstrip
wih the rest of the NLAS combatants, wemaystate in response that
themanyobserverswhohavevisitedtheNLAcampshaveseenfor
themseles that the combaians persond  belongngs indude  porable
rados, and tey ae fee © isen  t© the Khomeni regme and foreign
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broadcasts.  In  addition, adaly news bulein is provided for al
combatants. Thebulletincontainsreportsfromallintemational

meda. Ths hes been the padice snce the foundaion  of the Nationd
Liberation Amy, eght years ago.

The authors  of the report  may interpret ths as another form of
censorship  or indoctrination, in which case they are fee 0 examine
any number of the news buletns, severd  thousand i they SO dedie,
to make sure there has been no censorship. ff they find amnything to
the contrary,  indlicating censorship,  propaganda or - indodtrination,
theycanexposetheMojahedinbyrevealingthesedocuments.

In addion, a NLAbeses, ada dies o the Naord Cound
o Ressance and Moghedn n vaious oouies  have pbic  rares
compatbe  wih the princples of the NCRand Moghedin.  Any visitor
canexaminethemforhimself. itshould, further,benctedthata
relevant  to geographic  location, alowing its membersin the West
compete  freedom, whie censoship  abounds elsewhere,  particularly
snce  indviduals ae oen assgned fom pace O pace

Ifnoneofthesepointsissufiicient,aglanceattheweekly
publication of the Moghedin, the monthly publication, Showra and
theweeklypaper JranZamin ~ willattesttothefalsityofthe
allegation. “Tofuther alay the feas of the auhos of the Sae
Depatment repot,  weshoud point out that of al the publcations
by lanen  poliicdl gous, Moahed most fequenty  eleds te ead
statements, articlesandviewpointsofitsenemy, theKhomeini
regime,andopponents.Indescribingcensorshipintheintemal
relions  of e Moghedn, the See Depatment s spparenty taking
akaf ou of is ownbook

Thefad & tat in canying out ther polices, the Moghedn do
nothideanythingfromanyone, particulartytheirmembersand
sympathizers. The llanan  Resislance’s  suooess i reatiing members
and acivists depends on ther ful knomedge and proficency with
detais. Othewise ths Resstance would not have lasted for a day
under the mullahs' propaganda barage. Nor coud it have overcome
the State Depatments maidous attack for ten years.

As a Iberation movement, wih  legiimete demogatic  asprations,
theMaojahedinhavebeenabletostandontheirownandcarryout
their polices  against the mulahs, remnants of the shah and ther
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des ol bymdag ther posios pbc, b od hoesy. I ts
ight it is understandable  why the State Department,  which seeks
toadvanceanunjustandillegiimatepolicyagainstthelranian

peopes Ressance ad n favor o the Khomeni regime,  hes no opion,
despe s power and fadiies, bu © resot © censoshp,  vidae
te pindpes o npartely, deot  te fds adibice ks

Blind Obedience

The daim that decisiorHmaking in the Mojahedin takes place at
thetopandmembersmustcarryoutthedecisionswithoutasking
any quesons, s anather cheap fabrication. Any fom of cooperation
wih te Moghedn o reoument o s ks 5 ety  \vounay.
According  to Ervand Abrahamian, on whose wiiings  the larger  part
of the repot s based, the maoity of the Moghedn's members are
fromtheinteligensia. Formorethanadecade, manymembersof
theMojahedinhaveresidedforyearsinwWestemcountries,where
maintained  an extensive netvork N various  countries, wih  numerous
offices, branches  and suppot  socetes. s membas tereore, insce
Ien, a te g border-strip, ad n Euope and Noth  America,
havebeenincontinuouscontactwiththeoutsideworld. Soweare
not taking about anisolated group, but an organization which, as
admonkedged n te Sae Depatment repot,  has been dbe o atradt
muchsupportamongcongressmenand parliamentariansthrough
the aciMies o 5 membes

The quesion  afes,  theer, f te sndue o te oganzaion
denies members the right 1t ask questons, let alone make comments
o qaiidsms o hgher dficaks, hovare these dedsons madea te
top cared out, particulardy sihce, agan according to the State
Department,theorganizationdoesnotpayitsmembersandthey
have no fnancal maivaion 0 submt © such authory. At te e+
Iragborder,wherepeoplehaveconvergedfromiranandabroadto
formtheNationalLiberationArmy,whatmotivatesthemtojoina
movementwhichdoesnotallowthemeventoaskaquestion?Why
shouldtheymakesuchsacrifices,enduresomuchpressureand
torture, and even forego ther spouses and chidren?  Obviously ho
one in hs ngt mind woud accept such nonsense.  The people of Iran
haveheardmanysuchclaimsbythedictatorshipsoftheshahand
Khomeini whocontend that lran's freedom fighters  are ‘inked to
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foreigners,” or have been ‘tramwashed” by the ‘Great Satan”

ke any oher amy in te wodd, indudng the US. Amy, has is
omnrdes and regulations, and iis  own commandhierarchy. Of course,
there is a significant difference betveen the NLAand conventional
ames. The US. o aher conventional amies repimand  and severely
punsh oficers and soders whodesat the battefield, o even in
peacetme refuse t pefom ther  duties.

In the NLA, combatants fl out foms in which they voluntarly
agreetoserveinthearmyuntilthe overthrowoftheKhomeini
regime. % In pracice, hovever, een in tme of war or maxmumalet,
whenever someone has broken his or her vows, or could not tolerate
the conditions, the individual, wihout ~ excepiion,  was immediately
sent abroad or to the refugee campsin raq (supenvised by the UN.
HighCommissionerforRefugees). TheMojahedinhaveevengoneso
farastospendlargesumsofmoneytosendhundredsoflranian
refugeesfromirag'sRamadirefugeecamptoEurope,astheUNHCR
in Baghdad is fuly aware. ® Obviously, the Moahedn had no mord,
poiitical or organizational commiment © do so.

Regretably, the repot aso ciiczes the Moghedn for paying
tributetotheirmembersandofficialsexecutedbytheKhomeini
regime,accusingthemof“sectarianism."The State Department's
rationaleisthatthosewhohavebeenmartyredbytheKhomeini
regime for the cause of democacy in their county were obsessed by
Mr. Rajads  “personality i’ % and had o ‘Obey wihout asking to
many questions”  *® Howcan hundreds of thousands of bindly  obedent
peope endure execuion and toure?  This is an unforgivable insult
to al tose whogawe ther Ives for lran's people and freedom. Is
there any message n the Sae Depatments  logc aher ten © defie
theResistanceinfavoroftheKhomeiniregime?Howdothosewho
hae not yet apoogzed ® the peope of Ilean for launching the ank
democraticcoupofAugust1953,againstthelegalanddemocratic
governmentofDr.MohammadMossadeq,dare pretendsuchconcern
about democracy or the lack thereof in the Mojahedin?

Inteligence& Security Risks

In evauang te studure  and conduct of any poliical group,
includingthe Mojahedin, itisveryimportanttotaketheir
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circumstancesintoaccount. TheMojahedinwerefoundedundera
didatorial regme. Aler te oetrov o te Sheh they wee subedt
b te newregmes haassmet  Shoty  thereafer, a reigous decree
was issuedforthe execution ofthe Mojahedin’smembers,
sympathizers, and even ther  famiies. In such drcumstances, t is
naraly  miseadng O compare the organzation o poitical partes
in democaic  Westem  countries. In ademocraic  ocounty, the police
donotraidapoliticalparty. Theydonotarrestandexecuteits
membash Bige gous, assas9Ee B advss, o bnh a rak
mortarandmissileattacksonitscenters.Membersdonotkeep
ojande pls under ther tongues as a precautionary measure n case
theyarearrestedorabductedwhileinthestreet TheKhomeini
regimetorturesMojahedinmembersfordays,weeks,monthsand
even years to extract  information and obtain  even one more address
of ther sympathizers. Benouside lan, asin the case of Ai Albar
GhorbaniinTurkey(June1992),theKhomeiniregimehasnoqualms
about kidnapping,  lengty  torture, mutiation and assassination of
s opponents.

Becausetheyareatwarwiththemullahs'brutalregime, the
Moghedn must be very carefu  about safeguarding  inteligence, and
is aways conspiing to obiain  more information and stike  at them
inanywaypossible.Nevertheless, throughouttheseyears, the
Mojahedinhaveneverpreventedthedepartureofpeoplewhocould
no bonger terae te condios o sugge  Of couse, ths  entaled
many fisks  for ther members and combatarts.  The regime’s  Ar  Force
raidedtheNLA'scampsbyusinginteligenceobtainedfromsome
peoplewhohadleftthearmyandsubsequentlycooperatedwiththe
regme. =

Al oounties, ndung  the demooaic  counties, hae vay s
regulations for ther mitary forces and other organs which coud
yed  niglgence Jpopardzng ol sealy  ad te s o ter
dizens. Jonng any of these ogans requres  Oosevation of certain
ries and reguistions. Leavig them 5 even moe dific, espedaly
inwartime. Thefateof ShapourBakhtiar,theshah'slastprime
mnser,  eempiies te muehs  edateniod termorist plois,
underlining the need for stic  secuity measures and protection of
inteligence. BakhtiarwasmurderedathishomeinaParissuburb
n August 1991 by one of his dose assodates, an agent of the Khomeni
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regime. This person was abe to lead two of the mulehs'  tenorists
intothehousetomurderhim. €0

Playingthe Mullahs' Game

Whatisthe State Department'sproblem?Canallthisclamor
aboutnodemocracyintheMojahedinwhileinvitingthemullahsto
engage in a didlogue be interpreted as anything  but a step against
democracy and humanrnghts in Iran? In detemining its  relations,
suppoit,  money and facliies for  countres, paties  and oppasiion
goups the wold owver, the State Department is not known for being
overlymindfuloftheirobservationofdemocracy.Wastheshah's
ddatorship, which butaly  suppressed  Ilan's  peope for years, nat
suppoted by the United States? Duing the Cod War, were the Khmer
Rouge and Pd Poat not tacitly endorsed by the United States as part
of its poicy to counter Soviet infuence? Does the US. desre 1o
improve  relations and estabish  dalogue with Iran's rnling  regime
because it 5 democraic?

The problem,  therefore, is not wih the Moahedn, but wih the
political landscape  in tdays Ian. The medeva regme is faling
gpat,  and a democaic,  independent  and popuiar  altemative is about
to take poner. Those facions  whose interests are threatened by the
esabishment  of democacy in Ilan, whofor years have inssed  that
s meded mes wl mlom o oondaied, id ey oy asnwe
s 0 rgecd and undemine  tis  Resistance. They use democracy ke
ad b stke a ts Ressance andis leadeshp, bah of which
have proventheircommitmenttodemocracyinthirtyyearsof
srugge. Teywl ®© awyle bhoweer fbiceied o dsoded They
use character  assassination, much ke duing the Mossadeq era,
obstruct  the esabishment  of a democraic  and independent  Iran.

Todays Iran, honever, s awhoe diferent st of doumsiances.
Theexistenceofajust, nationwide, legitimateandorganized
resistancewillreducetheiranimasitytowishfulthinking. Many
anaysts,  personaliies and representatives of the American people
srongy  oppose ther poicy, evaluaing it as hamful t te Unted
States'interests. Addressingahearingofthe Foreign Affairs
Commitee at the House of Representatives, US. Secetary of State
Waren Chistoppher indicaied the inaeasing US. concem about ran's
nudear  adviies: ‘Those whohepp, makei esser for an 1 sponsor
terrorismandthreatenpeace. Thesecountriesmustsufferthe
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consequencesoftheiractions.Webelievethattheintemational
communty must take ever fimer steps in countering  Iran's  outiaw
behavo.  For s reason | popose 0 oher couies © siop ganing
cedt © len ad ef@n  fom ewey nudear cogpedion wih lan”  ®
The Secefary s absoutely  coredt,  but everyone knows that  the
bet way hep 5 © gwe poiica oeessos D the muahs  regme
bybrazenlyattackingtheIranianpeople’sjustandlegitimate
Therefore, the authors of the repot  and some officials of the Near
East secion of te Stte Depatment shoud bete fist o teke M
Christopher's advice  sefiously, and avod ‘any fom of cooperaton”
wih te mulashs rgme, asocoray © the ineess o te lanan
peope and resistance. Anything shot of tis wil encourage more of
the mulehs temoism  and vioiations of humannghts, and, as they
dd n te langae dfar, they must ‘sufier the consequences  of ther
ados’
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