FOREWORD

Somefivemonthshavepassedsincethe publicationofthe State
Departments  controversial repot  on the Peope's Moghedn of lran,
amemberof te National Cound of Ressance. In tis shot period,
the repot hes been compeely  disoredied lerens  readed  stongl,
protesting s ocontents.  The Moghedn and NCRofiicially rejected
the findings, and many members of Congress expressed outrage. The
mediarananumberofarticlesandcommentariesbydistinguished
Americanexperts,discountingthereport. Perhapsmostdamaging
was the hasty entusasm of the mulahs, whofred Scud missies at
abase of the Iranian Resstance just aweek after the repot came
at

Animpartialreportwas, ofcourse, notexpected. Priorto
publication,the State Departmenthadstubbomlyrefusedtohear
the views of the llenen Ressance, despie  congressond insisence.
Barelythreeweeksafter publication, Gary Sick,one ofthe
Depatments  main sources, suggested  that the US. appont  Assislant
Secetary of Sae Robet Peletreay, head of Near East Bureau which
pepared te repot,  as spedd  evoy D Tehrans mders. His proposal
ket nodoubt that the authors espouse the samepolicy that brought
aboutthelrangatescandal:appeasingtheKhomeiniregime.

Duringthisperiod, theroleofthereligiousdictatorshipin
expoting  terorism, subverng  peace, and aming, dispatching  and
directingextremistsandfundamentalistsintheregionhasbeen
futher eqosed. Clearly, ths has meant another poicy falue for
the auhos of te repot,  poponents  of appeasement, and those sl
seachng for ‘moderae” fadions  wihn te tyanny of teno

Anumberaofrecentdevelopmentsindicatethatthe policyof
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appeasingthemullahsdoesnotholdwaterintheinternational
communly, adBs lsng s tediod adwcaes n te US as wel
Palestinianandlsraelileadershavebothemphasizedthatthe
Khomeiniregimehasemergedasthegreatestenemytopeaceand
stabilityintheregion.NATO'sSecretaryGeneralalsocommented
onthedangersofkKhomeinism, hotingthat' fundamentalismisat
leastasdangerousascommunismwas"tothe EuropeanUnion.
Scandinaviancountriesrejectedtheregime’senvoys. Thelslamic
ConferenceOrganizationcondemnedextremism, stressingtheneed
to confont i, at the Organization's Summit in Casablanca.  Meeting
inManama, Bahrain,the GulfCooperationCouncilexpressedits
concemaboutthedangersoffundamentalism. ChancellorHelmut
KohlandotherseniorGermanoffiicialsechoedthesameconcems.
ReynaldoGalindoPohl,the SpecialRepresentativeofthe United
NationsHumanRightsCommission,issuediworeportsinNovember
andFebruary,andU.N.General Assemblyadoptedaresolutionin
December,condemning Tehran'spersistenthumanrightsabusesand
expot  of terorism. Newt Gingrich, the US. House Speaker, spoke
of the need to replace the Khomeini regime, whie in the Senate, a
bl was poposed t impose comprehensve  sancions against  Tehran.
Secretaryof StateWarrenChristopherspokeoutontheneedfor
change in te ‘fogue sae”  These pont to the isdiation of a paicy
prevailing in the State Deparments Near East Bureau that favors
the aminal rders in Tehran and opposes the ranian  Resistance,
Theexperienceofthepast16yearshasdemonstratedthatfor
hiioica, soad  and polical resos, dage n klen 5 poste oy
throughthelranianpeopleandResistance.Anythingelseisbuta
mirage. This is so dearcut, that even those whodo not approve of
theMojahedinacknowledgett. InitsFebruary6thissue, Time
Magazne woe: ‘There s, though, an initaive the US. shoud tke
tomaintainpressure.ltshouldconsultagainwiththePeople’s
Mujahedin,animportantgroupopposedtothe Tehranregimethat
theStateDepartmenthasignoredsince1987. TheMojahedinareno
angels....StiltheyarethomsinTehran'ssideandhavehelped
exacetbate  pubic  disconternt wihin @ the county. K the US. s as
seious  about Iran  as Waren Chistopher InsiSts, t wli not hut o
ttk t© tis enemys enemy’”
ThelranianResistance haslong endeavoredtoestablish

democracy, independence, peace and stabiity in ran.  Some 100000
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the fiendshp of d tose whoresped te gt of the anen  peope
o resist Fortunately, many in the intemational community and US.
sympathize with owr views. There are, however, others who subsaibe
o poices such as the one responsble for the 1953 coup against  Dr.
Mossadeg, whoare nostalgc  about the shahs e, o sl e n the
coldwar era of the 70s. They are behnd the tmes. Mearwmhie, the
IranianResistancehasavastpopularbaseandinternational
recognition. Wewll not wait for te State Depatment t change is
mind before bringng change to Iran.

Inlightofthedevelopmentsofthepastfourmonths,perhaps
there was no need for a detaled response to the State Departments
repot,  particularly snce te NCRs Foeign Aflars  Commitee had
justpublishedabookinSeptember, Appeasing Tehran'sMullahs,
which responded to the State Departments — accusations. The report,
honever, was an unprecedented  collection of any and al alegations
fieldedbytheKhomeiniregime, theshah'sretinueandthepro-
Moscowcommunists. Thepresentbookelaboratesonthelranian
Ressance's posios  and vews onthe ssues meiored i the report
Wehopethatitprovidesabetterunderstandingofthelranian
Ressiance  and Moghedn, and in opening up ths  debate o the pubic
onte s o s hodily. t 5 oo hopetet t W ocomue D a
construcive dscusson  of apoper poicy towads the regme ming
fan

In the couse of prepaing this book, al of the sources dted by
the State Departmentand many otherbooksandarticleswere
consuted.  Wespoke privately wih manyexperts in te US, Europe
andMiddleEast.Wehavetriedtostickmostytothesourcesand
epats te Sae Depatment hes ded Needess © say, dig these
sources does not necessarly  imply our approval of ther views. We
aso ineniewed  anumber of the Magahedin's  oficals. Sedions  of
the book dealingwiththe Mojahedinhave been preparedin
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