INTRODUCTION

A Policy Isolated

Section5230fthe1994-95ForeignRelationsAuthorizationAct,
adoped n Apl 1994, cdled onte Presdent of the Unted Sees ©
prepareandsubmitareporttoCongressonthePeople’sMojahedin
Organization  of Iran.  To ensure the impartiality of the repot and
predude preudgement,  the bl  uged those prepaing it to consult
and Bk wih the widest range of peope possble.
Beforethe State Department'sreportwaspublishedonOctober
28 however,ithadalreadybeendiscredited. TheDepartmenthad
dsegaded  the ocongressiond requess, and refused 1 hear the views
oftheMojahedinandNational CouncilofResistance.Norhadit
consuted wih lranians residng in the US. Members of the House
of Representatives sad the maevdent approach dd not comply with
the spiit  of the law. In a biparisan initiative, 110 members of the
House and the Senate had witen in ealy Sepember o the Secetry
of State,emphasizingthe needfordirectdialoguewiththe
represeniaives of the National Cound of Ressance and Moghedn.
I ter [ty tey had conduded, “The epot Wl be O e vale
Dozens of major newspapers,  poliical magazines and local  papers
pubished  analytical artides, criticizing the State Departments
approachtotheMaojahedin. TheNewYorkTimes  rananeditorial
ented  ‘lisen to Al lranan Voices” OnCapiol Hill, members
desciibed the repot as agft to the lanan regme. The NewYork
Times wrotethatthereporthad drawnirein Congress. The
Washington Post noted that even prior t publication, the reports
valuewasalreadybeingquestionedbecauseofthewayinwhichit
hadbeenprepared.
The dictatorship ning Iran was the only paty to welcome the
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repot, caing it asgn of Amercas awekening o te tuth of the
mullahs'statementsabouttheterroristnatureoftheMojahedin.

Quick t0 take advantage of the drcumstances, oy aweek after the
reportcameout, themullahsattackedanlranianResistancebase
onthelran-Iragborderwiththree Scud-Bmissiles. Observers

describedthe State Department'sreportasagreenlightforthe

assault. Althoughthe U.S. Departmentof Defenseconfirmedthe

regmes fing of missies, te Sae Depatment kept slent  onthis
fegat  vidkion o nematoral .

TheStateDepartmentclaimsthatthereportistheoutcomeof
sixmonthsofresearchandconsultaionwithnumerousgovernment
The alegations conaned teren  ae identica o tose saed n te
Depatments  Juy 26 letier 10 Representaive Robert  Tomiceli. In
November, the Depatment sent aleter to congressmen, purportedy
reportingonthe outcomeofitsresearch, butthetextwasa
reproduction o the sameduy 26 kter.

Thesouoess o the ot ae vay imied  and seedve k conais
some 40 cases of outight  fabication, distortion and oontradiiction.
Toamve a ther desed ocondusoms, te auhos dodoed o cesed
eets accodng O ter  needs.

The real queston is why the Stale Department has adopted this
malevolentapproachtotheMojahedinandlranianResistance. The
Departmentclaimsthatitopposesthe MojahedinandIranian
Resistance  because they are undemocratic, use vidence aganst the
regime, are present in te fom of the Resistance's — mitary am at
the lIarag boder, caed o cetan ados h te 70s ec Thee
alegaions sufeced for te It fme n 1986 Asrevesked He,  tey
were pat of the langale swep wih te reigous  ddaiorship ing
flen

ThelranianResistancehasexaminedeachandeveryoneofthe
accusations, bothinthe pastandinthisbook. lthasprovided
suficet  dooumens and hes dafied  hisiorical eels poag thet
the degaios ae e

Representative Torricellihascommentedthatthe State
Departmenthasanexcuse,andarealreasonforitsattitude. The
accusaions are oy excuses. Thereason s that the Depatment doen
not wsh © ofend te deics t s nuddous for the Unied Saies
o any oher county o polical pat, 1 bese is podes onewents
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alegedtohavehappened20yearsago,andwhosefalsityhasbeen

conirmed by documents and evidence.  Signiicantly, whie the Sae
Depatment  uses these exauses o sty is opposion 1 te lanan
Resisiance, State  dficals repeatedy inite  te lanian regime 1o
engage in dalogue, ahough they adkomedge it is responsbe  for
the deaths of hundreds of American marines in Beiut

Abetterunderstandingofthe Mojahedinrequiresabetter
understanding  of ther idedlogy, which is based on a democraic  and
progressive  interpretation of dam. The Moghedn beleve tat the
keycharacteristicdistinguishinghumankindfromanimalsisfree
wil. Because manis free, he can accept responsbiity and be hed
accountable.Inthislight,democracyandcommitmenttofreedom
ae not mee poiical  ideals,  but idedogcal  pingpes, qudg  te
Mojahedin’sconduct, despite manyupsand downsand complex
circumstances.

Athough they soon estabished  themseles as the opposiion 1o
the newregme afer the fal of the shah, the Moghedn inssed on
novidence in ther  poliical srugge o pomoe democacy. Only
afer al means of peaceful political actvity had been eiminated,
andtheKhomeiniregimehadopenedfireonthedemonstrationby
haf amiion peope in Tehran on June 20, 1981, dd the Maoahedin
fise up. The Departments  December 1984 repot acknowledged these
eas

The Moghedn beleve that just as the Amercans had anght to
take up ams for ther independence, and the Fench had arght to
resss aganst Hier, te peope o lan, o, havwe aingt © ke w
armsagainstaregimecondemned33timesbythe UnitedNations
foritsviolationsofhumanrightsandterrorism. Thisrightis
recognizedintheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRightsandthe
US. Dedaration  of Independence.

Allmembersofthe National CouncilofResistancearein
agreementontheessentialneedfordemocracy. Theprogramofthe
NCRpromotes  individual frredoms, equalty of the sexes, rghts of
ethnic  and religious minories, afree maket economy, and support
for te esbishment o peace n the Midde East and siabily n te
regon. The 235member coaliion of democratic Iranian  forces and
individuals is commited to political pluralism. The Councl  wil
administratelranfornomorethansixmonthsaftertheoverthrow
of te mulshs regme, duing whch tme it wl hdd free eecions
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and tansfer  power o the peope’s eeced  representatives. The NCR
pogam stesses  that ‘freedoms  are nat resticed up o te pont of
amed sgde  againgt e kegiimae ad kegd sysem o te county”
The balot is the only citerion for poliical legitimacy, the NCR
belpes

Thee 5 mobess © the dam n te repot et the NCRS dedson
makingprocessisundemocratic.Noristhereanysubstancetothe
accusationthattheNCR'sdecisionstonolongercooperatewith
certain  individuals and goups refet  an undemocratic nature.  In
the wold of polics, pnng o seoedng fom apaty o ooelion 5
rouine.  More importantly, the cases mentoned in the repot  imolve
persons o goups epeled  for  vioating the NCR's consiituition. Al
debate in these instances  was made public.

The State Department also cdtes the NCRS refusal  to cooperate
withremnantsof SAVAKandgroupsliketheCommunistTudehParty
an ay of the regme and a KGBoperafive in ran- conduding  that
the NCRhas been rgected by lranian  poliical forces.  The National
Cound of Ressance hes aways emphaszed thet it s a coaition of
democratic  forces.  The State Departments  suggeston  that the NCR
shoud ocooperate wih forces that are detested and reected by the
peoge o len s outandsh

The NCRand Mojahedin's  conduct over the years best atiests to
theircommitmenttotheirdeclaredprinciples. Thisdemandfor
democracyfromtheResistancebypersonsinvitingthemullahsto
engageinadialogueisbutaployagainstdemocracyandhuman
s n en

The Departments  objecion o the presence of the Resistance’s
mitary ~ am, te Naona Lberaion  Amy df Ian, onthe Irarragq
boder sip &5 avher ecue for s maevdet posion The Fanin
Ressance's independence duing  the el war, the Kuwat  aiss,
andotherregionalandinternationalincidentsdisprovesall
alegpions

TheState DepartmentknowsfullwelthattheKhomeiniregime
wl not beossed wihout afghtt andthe laHag  boder regon s
the oy locaion sued © anamy wih tet am I ressance B the
legitimaterightofthe peopleofiran, maintaininganarmed,
oganzed miary  force s obviously — a prerequisite to any serious
resistancemovement. Therefore, thosecriticizingthelranian
Resstance for having an ammy on the Irandrag boder stip are, in
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B g O doed esEre & h aher wods tey advwocae
compromise with the mullahs, but dare not say so outight

Choices

AnexaminationoftheU.S. State Departmentreportonthe
People's Mojahedin  of Ian reveals that s main argument wih the
Moghedn s nether demooacy, nor use of vidence, hnor the presence
oftheResistance’smilitaryarmonthelran-ragborder,northe
Mojghedin's past At issue are two different polices  towards the
mulahs'  regime.

For anumber of years, there has been atend in the Unied States
whichhasinvestedinthereformationofthemullahs regime.On
ts bess t adwcaes apdcy o gopeasng the mulshs  and opposing
an ndependent, democaic  alemative. Afew decades ago, essenialy
thesamepolicy preferredthe shahtoPrime MinisterMohammad
Mossadegandengineeredacoupwhichtoppledhisnationalist
govemment  and installed dictatorship in lran.

Americanpublicopinion,andthe mullahs’international
terrorism, flagranthumanrightsabuses, etc., maketheclerics
difficult to defend. Appeasement advocates thus ty to distot  and
tamish the image of the independent, democratic  altemative, the
NCR.Intheabsenceofa“suitablealtemative,”theybelieve,

Reapalik wl doge rmpodemet wh te eigos doaioshp
Use of the reprehensible tacic  of character  assassination against
NCRPresident Massoud Rajavi, is but pat of this lager plan. The
poy, o ocouse, s nohing new. Duing the G  War, Araham Linooh,
oneofAmerica’smostreveredpresidents,cameunderattackfrom

boh sdes of the polical spectum,  and wes desobed  as a didator,
insane, and unft t be president Fankin  D. Roosevel, one of the
fve greatest Amefican presidents, was characerized as a communist
and antrepublican. General Chares de Guale, the leader of the
FrenchResistanceandFrance’smostrenownedPresident wasalso

accused of being a despot by his enemies.

Thee 5, however, anaher appoach, which vews the pest poides
of appeasement as counterproductive. The mulahs'  regime does not
represent  the peope of Ian. It edqots teroism  and insecuity o
the regon, and endeavors 0 acquie nudear techndogy.  The comect
poicy,  therefore, 5 fmress adte souion & te esabsment o
democracy. ThisviewissupportedbytheAmericanpublicandwas
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endorsed in a dedaration by a House majoiity  in 1992
Overthepastyear,the Tehranregimehasbeenengulfedin

poiitical and economic chaos, and futher  weakened by a leadership

crisis. The Resistance  has escalated  natormide,  and the National

CouncilofResistance haselectedawoman Presidentforthe

transitional peiod and prepared isef  for te postKhomeni e
Having no aftemative o ter kg, the appeasement advocates

pubished ths repot to dscedt  the Resstance  and undemmine  the

prospect of the regme's owverthrow.  The report  represents a bid to

preventchangeinlranandplacatetheturbanedtyrants. Today,

however, there is significant congressional and pubic suppot for

democracyinlran.Inaddition, theexistenceofthe Resistance

movement itsef  makes things  very different than they were during

the 1953 coup and 1985 lrangate  affair. As the National Councl of

Resistancehas declared, “Nothingcanpreventthisregime’s

overthrowandthevictory ofthe democraticandnationalist

aematve n ken In tis pah, te Naiondl Cound of Ressiance

of ran welcomes the fiendship of al natons, govemments, forces

and personaliies whorespect the just rnghts of the lranian  people

fordemocracyandindependence.”
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